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T O 



THE RIGHT HONOURABIE 



THE MEMBERS 



OF THE 



BOARD of CONTROUL. 



MY LORDS ANP GENTLEMEN, 

AS your Right Honourable Board 
is,invefted with the controlling 
power of this country in all matters 
of Eaftern regulation, I take the liberty 
of infcribing to you the following 
Account of the Operations of the 
Southern Forces on the Coaft of Co- 
romandel, and a View of the Englifli 
Interefts in that quarter of the Globe. 

The 



[ iv ] 

. The remarks which t now prefumq 
to lay before you, are the refult of 
perfonal obfervation, unbiafled by 
prejudice or partiality ; and it will 
afford me the moft unfeigned fatif- 
f action, if any thing contained in 
thefe pages (hall ppve at all deferv- 
ing of your confideration* 

I have the honour to be, with great 
refped:, 

MY lo;r.ds and gentlemen. 

Your moft obedient 

and very faithful Servant, 

W. FULLARTON. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN order that the local defer iptions and 
military operations mentioned in the follow- 
ing Work may be rendered more intelligible^ 
Mr. Faden, Geographer to His Majefy^ 
has completed a Map of the Southern Pro- 
vinces of India^ from Madras to Cape Co^ 
morinj on a large fcale^ according to the 
Plans of Colonel Kelly ^ Captain Werfebe^ 
Hind other accurate Surveyors. 

In tbif Map^ the movements of the South- 
ern army^ during the Campaigns of 1782, 
1783, and 1784, are faithfully traced^ and 
the errors of former Topographers are care^ 
fully correSed. 
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EngUjh Interefts in India. 



LETTER I.* 

M Y L O R D, 

IT would afford me the greateft fatisfac- 
tion, if the tranfadions which have 
occurred fince my departure from England, 
enabled me to lay before you any informa- 
tion that might prove interefting, and that 
might tend to evince the fentiments of 

* This letter was written on the paflagefrom India to 
Europe, fubfequent to the Letter add refTed to Lord Mac- . 
rtney and the SeleA Cominittee.of Fort St. George. 

* B refpefl: 
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refpefl: and veneration which imprefs me 
when I venture to addrefe your Lordlhip. 

If the expedition in which my regiment 
embarked had been fuffered to purfue its 
original objedt, the tenour of our operations 
might have afforded a narrative not unde- 
ferving your attention ; but our after-defti- 
nation againft the Cape of Good Hope, 
our progrefs from thence to India, and our 
fubfequent proceedings there, furnifh fo 
inferior a fubjedt of communication, that 
I Ihould have been unwilling to intrude 
upon your ferious engagements, had not 
the ftate of our Eaft India poffeflions be- 
come an objeft of general importance to 
this country. 

Although thefe confiderations and your 
Irordfhip*s goodnefs may incline you to 
receive indulgently fuch obfervations as my 
recent opportunities fuggeft on this fubjeft, 
it is far from my intention however to tref- 
7 pafs 
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pafs upon your patience, with any detail 
of particulars relating to myfelf, or to the 
events that preceded my arrival in the Eaft, 
farther than to requeft your perufal of the 
papers inferted in the Appendix. My chief 
objeifJ: is to lay before you an unbiafled 
ftatement of recent occurrences in India^ 
and of our actual fituation there. 

The principal exertions during the con- 
cluding period of the war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, were made by the forces fouth of 
the river Coleroon, which I had the ho- 
nour to command ; and our operations were 
fd intimately connected not only with thofe 
oh the Malabar coaft, but with all the 
tranfaftions that occurred within the range 
of hoftility, that no juft view could be. 
given of the one, without a correfponding 
ftatement of the other. 

In my addrefs to the Government of 

Fort St. George, the diftrefsful condition in 

*B 2 which 
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which I found thofe countries when ap- 
pointed to the fouthern command, is faith- 
fully related ; the rife and progrefs of mili- ' 
tary meafures in the fouthern countries, as 
well as their interruption by a pacification 
with Tippoo Sultaun, are likewife recapi- 
tulated ; the local mifmanagement Jind 
inherent grievances that have reduced our 
affairs upon the Coafl to the laft fymptoms 
of decay, are afterwards explained.; and 
my obfervations conclude with /uggefling 
fuch meafures of reform as appear indifpen- 
fable to the prefervation of India. — —A 
copy of that narrative accompanies this 
Letter, together with feveral authentic 
communications neceffary to elucidate the 
fubjed:. 

You have heard much, my Lord, and 
read more, of the mifgoyerhment in India. 
There have been declamations without end 
on the peculations of the Company's fer- 
vants, — and ads wiihout number to re- 
trieve. 
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trieve, if poffible, the Company's affairs : 
but thefe declamations have only tended to 
afcertain the rhetorical eftimation due to 
the perfons who delivered them,— and thofe 
ads have too frequently confirmed the evils 
they were meant to remedy. 

In treating of this fubjed: it never fhould 
be forgotten, that the leading principle of 
all Eaftern inftitutions is permanency ; but 
the principle, or at leaft the practice, of all 
Englifh politics in India, has been produc- 
tive of the moft pernicious inftability. By 
the firft, laws, manners, rites and regula- 
tions are handed down from age to age 
undiminifhed and unaltered ; — by the fe- 
cond, the general order and arrangements 
of the country are torn afunder with capri- 
cious innovation : and to enforce a fyftem 
fo deftrudive of the deareft tenets of the 
natives,^ the continued operation of violence 
is required. 

*B 3 The 
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The diftribution of the Gentoos into 
Talyngas^ Malabars, Marattas, Canaras, 
and Malleallums, as well as into the dif- 
ferent fefls of Bramins, Rajahpoots, Nyars, . 
and into many inferior fubdivifions of 
roerchants, labourers, and artificers, has 
remained inviolate fince the promulgation 
of the laws of Brimha, whofe Shafter con- 
tains the ordinances of their faith, and the 
pandeds of their jurilprudence. Thefe in- 
ftitutes have withftodd the ravages of time, 
the irruptions of invaders, and the revolu- 
tions to which, in all recorded periods, 
thofe countries have been expofed. 

The wifdom of the Moorifh conquerors 
of Indoftan failed not to preferve this an- 
tient fabric of Indian adoration. In fad, 
the Mahometan governments apparently 
reverence the rites of the Gentoos, who 
ftill conftitute the mafs of fubjeds on the 
peninfula. Under the Moors, they are 
liable to oppreffions incident to all arbitrary 

govern- 
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governments ; yet their tyrants have min- 
gled policy with force : and as the Goths 
adopted the manners of thofe nations whom 
they conquered, fo the Muflulmen have 
affimilated with the cuftoms of their Indian 
fubjeds. They encourage them in hus- 
bandry and manufadlure — employ them in 
their armies- entruft them with their 
finance — and, above all, preferve to them 
the purity of their Cafts, the fandity of their 
Bramins, and the pomp of their religion. 
So fully do the Moorifh princes feel the 
neceffity of treating with refpedt thofe cuf- 
toms and opinions, for which the moft timid 
of Gentoos would facrifice his life, that Hy* 
der Ally never failed to make large endow- 
ments to the chief temples or pagodas. 
In 1 78 1, when his army inverted Trit- 
chinopoly, he waited in perfon on the 
Bramins of Seringham Pagoda, with a 
propitiatory acknowledgment to Viftnou, 
the tutelary deity of that fanduary. By 
thefe means, in addition to fuperior talents 
*B 4 . in 
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in war, and a vigorous adminiftration m 
peace, the Moors have extended their do- 
minions over the richeft parts of the penin- 
fula. 

The Portuguefe, on the other hand, ' 
whofe arms and enterprife obtained a 
geographical extent of territory greater 
than the circuit of the Roman empire in 
the days of Auguftus, blindly zealous to 
propagate the Chriftian faith, found it 
eafier to conquer kingdoms than to fubvert 
eftablifhed doctrines. By violating the 
tenets of their fubjedts, they have ceafed to 
be accounted among the powers of India. 

Happily for the Engliflx interefts, into- 
lerance in matters of religion has not 
mingled with our Indian policy. But in 
our civil and military condud:, intolerance 
has united with inftability, to violate the 
mod revered inftitutions, and to force pa- 
cific powers into meafures for our exter- 

mination. 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 9 

minadon. So fully are thefe aflertions veri- 
fied by every circumftance attending the 
origin and growth of our power in India^ 
that on a convid:ion of our refllefs and un- 
fiable views, was founded the policy of the 
Mogul, the Nizam, the Marattas, and other 
ftates of India, who lately affociated to ac- 
complifh our deftru(3:ion. 

It is not neceflary for me at prefent to 
enumerate the various transformations by 
which the private merchant grew into a 
powerful fovereign, with formidable armies, ' 
large revenues, rich manufactures, induftri- 
ous fubjefts, and territories more extenfive, 
populous, and produdive than the moft 
flourifliing kingdoms of Europe. My inten- 
tion is, to convince your Lordfliip that, not- 
withftanding the enterprife and talents by 
which various fubjeds of this country have 
fignalifed themfelves during the courfe of 
Indian operations, no individual efforts 

can 
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can prevent the fuperftrudlure frdm totter- 
ing, while the groundwork is fo infecure* 

In the earlieft periods of our aggran* 
difement Lord Clive exerted his utmoft ef- 
forts to correft the vices of our Eaftera 
iyftem. His letters to the Court of Direc- 
tors recommended an ceconomical detail 
in the departments of public expenditure, 
9l regulated watchfulnefs over the defen- 
five preparations of the country they had 
licquired, a conftant attention to the com- 
mercial purpofes of their inftitution, a rigid 
juftice and inviolable fecurity to their fuh» 
jefts, and a liberal encouragement of induf- 
try and cultivation. Above all, fays he, 
you muft fupport a permanent fyftem of 
conciliatory meafures towards the country 
powers : for while a doubt exifts refpeft- 
ing your pacific inclinations, their fears 
will incite them to form machinations to 
efFedt your ruin. 

Although 
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Although the current inftrudlions from 
home to the different Prefidencies have been 
in unifon with thefe admonitions, our Eaft- 
crn governors avowedly have difobeyed all 
orders ; diey have commenced hoftility, 
negotiated' for peace, and renewed the war^ 
juft as fuited their convenience, 

I will not carry you farther back, my 
Xiord, than 1767, when the Government 
off Madras, after flagrantly offending the 
Nizam, by occupying the Circars under the 
pretence of a firmaun or charter from their 
then d^endant the Mogjil, fent a deputa^ 
tion, to fubmit their claim to the difcuflion 
of the very Nizam who was the injured 
party in the queftion; and, without fa- 
tisfying him for the violation, farther than 
by a huddled compromifc to pay him a tri- 
bute for the Northern Circars, entered into 
engagements with him to adt conjunctly 
againft Hyder Ally, then invaded by the 
Marattas. No fooner was this union 

formed. 
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formed, than it was diflblvedj and the 
Nizam feparating from the Englifh army 
under General Smith*, immediately joined 
Hyder, and continued in hdftility againft 
us ; but after ftveral unfuccefsful engage-* 
ments, he became weary of the conteft, 
and returned with his army to Hyder- 
abad. 

The after-narrative of that difgraceful 
warfare, as expreffed in General Smith's 
letter to Lord Clive, exhibits the moft 
ftriking pifture of our Eaftern councils. 
There we may learn, by what inverted 
policy it is poflible to defeat the beft-found- 
ed expe£lations ; to render abortive the 
exertions of the ableft general, and braveft 
army ;— how an enemy may be reduced, by 
repeated lofs in battle, to propofe the moft 
favourable terms of accommodation; and 
yet, thus weakened and exhaufted, how he 

^ See General Smith's Letter to Lord Clive. 

may . 
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may be enabled to triumph over every dif- 
aften 

My reference to thefe fads is only 
meant to evince, that the contempt which 
Hyder Ally entertained for our councils> 
and his enmity towards our eftablifhment, 
however ruinous to our interefts, originated 
in our aggreffions. We had hardly breath- 
ed after the war with Hyder, when the 
public confternation was excited by unpro- 
voked hoftility with the Maratta ftates, 
againft whom, whatever might be the 
oftenfible pretext, I know not of any fub- 
jed of complaint, excepting that they held 
pofleffions on the Malabar coaft, extending 
from the northtvard of Surat to the vicinity 
of Goa ; while our Prefidency of Bombay 
exclufive of their ifland, were circumfcribed 
within the narrow limits of a fadory at Su^ 
rat, and another at Telicherry, Your Lord- 
fhip has no doubt obferved in the printed 

and 
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and official communicatiozis refpeding that 
conteft, a mafs of incidents, compared with 
which, the indignities incurred by the 
Madras Government in the preceding war 
of 1767 with Hyder, almoft ceafe to ap- 
pear difreputabk*. 

Hoflilities at laft commencing between 
the Englifh and French, the Englifli were 
again involved in war with Hyder Ally^ 
Under thefe circumftances, it became necef- 
fary to confider of a pacification with the 
Marattas. Negociations were opened ; but 
as we had fought without concert, fo we 
treated without communication. The Ge- 
neral negotiates, the Government of Bom- 
bay negotiates, the fupreme Board negoti- 
ates, the Reprefentative of a higher Power 
negotiates — all differ, all counteradt each 
other; and the Maratta Government found 
it fo impoffible to reconcile their contradic- 

• Sec Pcchcirs account of military affairs at Bombay. 

tory 
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tory propofitions^ that they continued the 
war as the only means of fecurity with fuch 
une;splicable adverfaries. Long afterwards 
however, on the eve of our diflblution, 
as the ^w qua non of aur exiftence in. 
India, they forced us to purchafe peace 
from them^ and to reftore all the poffeilions 
of which we had robbed them, excepting 
Salcet J hayipg firft wafted the treafures of 
Bengal, reduced Bombay to a ftate of 
infolvency, and expofed our conHuft to 
the whole world, as a lafting monument of 
perfidy and weaknefs. 

We now arrive at the moft eventful pe- 
riod that the Englifh have experienced in 
Afia, furpaffing every previous misfortune 
in the iniquity from whence it fprang, and 
in the calamity with which it was attended. 
From the date of the difgraceful treaty 
with Hyder Ally in 1769, till the year 
1780, our rulers in the Carnatic feemed to 

have 
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have forgotten that he ever had Invaded 
them, or rather that he ever could in- 
vade them again. . -The fupetior genius, 
of Hyder perceived, that the territories 
•and pofition of the Englifh, as well 
as their proficiency in military fcience, 
would render them defirable allies, and 
give unequivocal fuperiority to his forces 
when conjoined- with theirs ; but experience 
proved, that he could not rely- on men fo 
difunite^ arid unprincipled. To adopt a 
neutral fyftem, neither promifed fecurity, 
nor fuited his decifive charaiSer. What then 
remained but hoftile meafures, againft a 
nation with whom alliance or neutrality 
appeared" alike unfafe ? — His campaigns , 
during the preceding . wat expofed their 
vulnerable parts; — their difregard of mili- 
tary preparation marked out the Carnatic 
as an inviting field of new acquirement j— 
and the growing profligacy of each fucceed- 
ing Government, improving on the rapa- 
city 
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rapacity of that which preceded it, con^* 
firmed the hatted which our previous, 
conduct juftified*. Hyder^s enmity was 
i%>uf<{d to indignation by our attack on 
Mahee, k French fettlement under his pro- 
teStioft t ftill more was he incenfed at 
the negotiation wi& Bazalet Jung, brother 
of the Nizam, and proprietor 6f Adoni, by 
t^ich that prince ceded to the Englifh the 
Gufttoor Cifcar, upon condition that a 
fcHTce ihould be employed in his defence. 

This fHpuIated force adually marched 
under Colonel Harper to Inikonda, in its 
way to Adoni ; but in confequence of va- 
rioulB procraftinations fo many months 
were w^ed, that Hyder had full leifure 
to poft a ftrong party at the entrance of 
the pais near Inikonda. The Colonel, find** 
ing the enemy in great ftrengtfa, and that 
their orders were to attack the Englifh if 

^ This was the cafe, «iitil the unalt^aUc re£Utude of 
Lord Macartney checked the progrefe of veaalit/. 

C ' they 
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they fl^oiild attempt to marchacrofs; HyderVr 
territory, receded from the eiiterprife, 

Bazalet Jung, on this occafion, e;iq[)<t* 
lienced the treachery of Europeans} for,: 
relying on our good £iithj he had ceded 
the Guntoor Circar, and afterwards diicf^ 
vered that the movement of the troops to- 
wards him was delufive, and that the d^-^ 
lays which enabled Hyder to prevent theic 
march to Adoni, were fraudulently contrived 
by the Madras Government, in order to de- 
feat the performance of their ftipulations. 
On the other hatid,' had We fulfilled our 
engagements with Bazalet Jung — ^^had we 
marched a refpedable army to Adoni, fuch 
were the advaritageis of that fituation, that 
while we could have inaintained it, no power 
in India would have ventured an invafion of 
the Carnatic ; for Adoni* menaces Myfore, 
Beddanore, the countries of the Marattas, 

* It iifap«rior* in a topographical point of iriew» - to 
any interior pofitioii in the pei^nruh. i 

and 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 19 

and the Decan, while the natural flrength 
of that fortrefs, and the refources it com- 
mands, fecure it, if well garrifoned, againft 
any danger from a native power : but all 
thefe confiderations were facrificed- — Bazalet 
Jung was difpleafed — ^the Nizam offend- 
ed — and Hyder exafperated. 

Every power in India faw the danger 
that threatened the Prefidency of Madras ; 
and the Carnatic was adtually over-run by 
Hyder with an army of 100,000 men,, at 
the very moment when that Government 
boafted that he .durft not meditate hoftility. 
The ipelanchoJy and difgr^ceful events that 
followed, are too unpleafing to admit of 
obfervation. The fate of Colonel Baillie's 
detachment, and the fubfequent retreat of 
the army to Madras, are frefli in every me-p 
mory* After the furrender of Arcot and 
the chief forts to Hyder, he appointed 
renters — colledled the revenues — ; coined 
money— and^ exercifed all adts of fove- 
reignty, being de faSlo Nabob of the Car- 
* C '2 natic. 
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n^tic. It is unneceflary to enlarge on the 
fubfequent tranfa(9:ions : the arrival of Sir 
Eyre Coote from Bengal — the jundion of a 
detachment from thence with Colonel Pearfe 
— the battles of Porto Novo, Pulaloor, 
and Shulengur, and the other operations of 
the Carnatic army j or to recapitulate the 
fucceffes of the fquadron under Sir Edward 
Hughes*, againft Negapatam and Trinco- 
maley, which formed the concluding inci- 
dents of the year 1 78 1,. It is only meant to 
offer fome remarks on our political fituation 
in thofe countries, in order to prove the 
errors of our paft conduft, and to fuggeft 
what appears to be the lead objedionable 
mode of permanent reform. 

* That diftinguiihed Admiral exhibited, in the reduc« 
tion of thofe important places, the fame fuperior conduct 
which he afterwards difplayed in his naval anions with the 
French, 

Having had the good fortune to fervc with my regiment 
on board the fquadron during the courfe of thofe engage- 
ments, I cannot mention the name of Sir Edward Hughes, 
without expFeffing the warmed fentiments of attachment 
and refpedl, due to fuch profeflional merits and ineflimable' 
private worth. 

In 
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In this ftage of our difafters, the frag- 
ments of the Gape expedition arrived at 
Madras f.. It is impoffible to imprefs your 
Lordfhip's mind with any adequate repre- 
fentation of the deplorable condition of 
that Prefidency ; nor would it be an agree- 
able talk to expatiate on fuch extremes of 
human wretchednefs as were there expe- 
rienced. If any fcene of danger and dif- 
trefs could infure concord and co-operation 
among men, the full difplay of thbfe virtues 
might have been expedled at Madras. 

Hyder was in poffeflion of the country— 
Tippoo about this time cut off our fouth- 
ern detachment with Colonel Braithwaitef 
— the French were landing a body, appa- 
rently of fufEcient force to decide the con- 
teft. In this fituation, our apprehenfions 
of the enemy, as well as the defire of reco- 
vering the reputation we had loft, Ihould 
have excited us to ad with cordial effort ; 
indeed, no profpedl of defence remained, 
but in the united energy of every indivi- 
dual connected with our caufe. 

f February 1782. 

* G 3 Under 
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Under/uch circumftances, your Lordfhip 
will hardly credit the afleitioH, that the bufi- 
nefs of the war was by no means the main 
object of attention^ Councils— generals^ — 
feamen — foldiers — and civilians— fervants of 
the King, Company, and Nabob, feemed 
almoft to have forgotten that the enemy 
were at their gates, and that they had any 
adverfaries to contend with but e.ach other. 

Such pernicious counteradions, at a mo- 
ment too when the public diftrefles ought 
to have precluded all private contention, 
excited my furprife. On tracing the fource 
of thefe diforders, it appeared that they 
did not originate in any blaraeable dif-* 
pofition of th^ parties j on the contrary, 
the leading charadters were diftinguifhed by 
fuperior talents, and eminent in the dif- 
ferent walks of life to which they belonged. 
From a difcordant principle in the politi- 
cal part of our Indian fyftem arofe thofe 
evils, which were too inveterate to yield 
to any palliative expedient. Individuals 
< are 
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Me in a great mcafure out of the queftion ; 
ibr the difunion alluded to, is not the col* 
iiiion of one man, or fet of men, againft 
another ; it is not of one period, or of one 
Prelidency; but it is a general contention 
— 3, (hock of fituations — and a war of de- 
partments. 

In this critical ftate of affairs, it was 
moft fortunate for the prefervation of our 
Indian territories, that Lord Macartney 
had aiTumed the Government of Madras 
in the preceding June. From the firft 
moment, he dedicated his time and talents 
to reftrain al?ufe, with an undeviating vi- 
gour and uprightnefs of intention. Co\ild 
he have imagined pr forefeen the ruin and 
diftradion in which the preceding Go- 
vernments had involved the eftablifhment, 
it is not probable that be would have left 
Europe, to adventure on the manage- 

C 4 ment 



t4 A VIEW OF THE 

ment of a country fo overwhelmed by 
every fpecies of calamity, that fucb fiorti- 
tud?, integrity, and perfeverance as he 
ppifeflTed, could alone have prevented its 
condition from becoming irretrievable ;— 
but to a mind like his, when once ea«- 
gaged in an important public objed:, no 
difficulty could appear unfurmountable, no 
combination of embarrafljnepitS exceed the 
reach of his exertionSf 

in a ihort time he concluded an arrange- 
ment with tjxe Nabob of Arcot, by which 
the revenues of the ^countries under his 
Highnefs's ?iuthority were irefcued from 
mifmanagement, and afligned to the Com- 
pany, in order to fupport the exigencies 
pf/ the wan— T The fecurity of Madras, 
which he found adually experiencing the 
feyerities of famine, wag provided fop 
with the utmpft wifdom and difpatch* 
—The ineJBcient defenfive fyftpm on whicl^ 
|he Vfar had been ppnd^£l;e4 in the Carnal 

tic, 
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tie» he endeavoured to extend into o& 
fenfive operations, aind every effort was 
made by the Civil Government to enable 
the Carnatiq army to advance into the 
enemy's poffeffions of Myfore. — ^The 
fiege of Negapatam was undertaken by 
the dirediion of the Governor, and 
proved fuccefsful, notwithftanding the op^ 
pofition againft that meafure by the 
Commander in Chief.-~Troop8 were alAi 
ibnt to enable the fquadron to reduce 
and garrifon Trincomaley. — ' The previ* 
6u8 extravagance by which the financea 
t>f the country had been walled and 
public credit overthrown, was reftraio^ 
td by a firm and rigid hand. The moft 
anxious retrenchment was enforced in 
every department ; not a fingle malveiw 
iation* negligence, or abufe, feemed to 
efcape the penetrating obfervation of the 
Governor; who^ at a criiis the moft diftrefl^ 
fill and alarming that the Englifii had 

ever 
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ever experienced fince their eftablifHment 
in India, exhibited an aflemblage of 
talents, energy, and reaitude,.of which 
few examples can be traced in any coun^ 
try*. 

In order to account for the rife and 
progrefs of thefe diflenfions, and of that 
difcordant principle in which they origi- 
nated, your Lordfhip will ht pleafed to re- 
coiled:, that the fpirit of our primary efta- 
blifhment in India knew no power fuperior 
to the Company^s Government. This au- 
.thority, perplexed and wavering as it might 
Jbe rendered by the politics of the different 
Prefidencies counteracting each other, had. 

* However ftrong my inclination is to do jullice to the 
merit of Lord Macartney's GoyernmeDt, it woald ill be- 
come me to attempt a detail of the great and complicated 
tranfa^ons hi which he was engaged. Deftitui* of ma« 
*terial8, and unequal to fach an undertakings it only 
lemaiQs ibr me to ezprefs my hopes that his Lordfhip will 
\e induced to give the Public a hiftory of the imponant 
iafffiirt.wtich he conduAed with fuch diilingaiihfd abiitty. 

•J ;o yet 
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yet fomewhat of uflity in the idea of its 
formation ; fo far at leaft, that the native 
powers, confidering the Company as the 
fountain of all Englifh authority in the pe- 
ninfula, regulated their condudhy fuch com- 
munications as were conveyed through the 
medium of the Company's reprefentatives. 
While this prevailed, the Nabob Mahomed 
Ally, and other native princes in our al- 
liance, conducted themfelves with the utmoft 
deference towards the eftabliihed Govern- 
ment ; and though at times they were fe- 
verely preffed by fome rapacious members, 
they felt a degree of fecurity, and enjoyed 
an intercourfe of good offices, that bordered 
••on profperity. 

The en-ors of the Company's maQager 
ment having attra£tpd thp attention *of 
Adminifiration at home, an ad of the ler ' 
giflature was pafled in ^1773, by, whicIjL 
the powers of fovereignty were coatinue41 
ip the Company j but the. authority of 

parlia* 
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parliament aflumed aa (^ecutive interfe- 
rence in thofe very powers of fovereignty, 
by the appointment, recommendation^, or 
confirmation of certain officers of juftice, 
and others to be eftabliihed in India. The 
power and dignity of the Crown had, at 
an earlier period, been brought into dire^ 
competition, though not on equal terms^ 
with the power and fovereign authority of 
the Company* An cmbaffy had been fcnt 
immediately from the Crown to the Nabot> 
of Arcot, unavoidably in oppofition to the 
ppwer of the Company. Vehement dilr 
|)Utes arofe between the Ambaffador and the 
jPrefidency of Fort St, George. The Go- 
vernor and Council conftituted the regular 
authority of the fettlement, and pofleffed 
the powers of adminiilration ; while the 
ether claimed fuperiority as reprefentative of 
the Sovereign. The Nabob and all the other 
native princes were perplexed. They had 
l>een taught, that in the Company was vefted 
the fupreme authority of England, as far as 

refpedted 
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tcfyedied India — that no other power had 
any right of interference there. Now 
they are told, the Company is nothing 
more than a, private body of merchants, 
without confequjence or confideration in 
their own country, and who are foon to 
lofe all power and confequence in India. 

In this fituation of affairs, what fhall the 
tinfortunate Nabob believe ? — how fhall he 
adk?— A hoft of needy adventurers poffeft 
themfelves of his confidence, impofe uport 
his credulity, and taint his mind with opi- 
nions that have fmce proved his deftrudioiu 
** Your Highnefs (fay thefe adventurers) 
•* muft fhake off your connexions with 
** thofe traders ;— you muft now adhere to 
** the fovereign power and majefty of Eag- 

•* land : You, Sir, are an independent 

^* prince ; -^ you are guaranteed in your 
^ territory of the Camatic by the treaty 
^ of Paris ;--*-tlie kings of France and 
^ Spain have ratified that treaty^ and the 

•« king 
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^ king of England is your {Ht>ted<nr«^-^ 
^ Throw off, therefore, all dependence on 
^ the mercantile aflbciation.'* 

You will not be furprifed, my Lord^ 
that an Afiatic Prince, who cannot recon- 
cile the contradiftion of a body of mer- 
chants poffefling foveireignty, ihould have 
been deceived by language fo congenial to 
his natural propenfities ; eijpecially when 
confirmed by the folemnity of public letters^ 
, and an embaffy from the Sovereign* 

From that moment, his attachment to 
the Company was fhaken : — ^he fpoke light- 
ly of their power, difregardeid their fer- 
vants, and counteraded their intentions. 

: The Government of Madras refented 
this defedion, and forced him to confefs 
that his new allies were either negligent of 
their promifes, or unequal to refift the Com- 
pany, in whofe hands the executive con- 
trol ftiU remained. 

Since 



ENGLISH INTERESTS. IN INDIA, js' 

Since that time, the Prefidency of Madras 
has been a^ontinued fcene of countera6:ion/ 
The Senior Officer of the fquadron has 
tifually rcprefented his Majefty at the 
Durbar, and that iituation tends to ren« 
dcr him, ex officio^ an objed of jealoufy to' 
the Company^s Government. The Com-< 
mander in Chief on fhore has likewile held 
an authority from the Crown, fo indefin 
nitely exprefied, that he could neither ixUbm 
mit to the .government without incurring 
profeffional unpopularity, nor refift with**; 
cut exciting ruinous commotions. 

When Sir Eyre Coote affumed the com- 

• . . ■ * # 

mand of the Carnatic army during the ad- 
ihiniflration of Mr. Smith, he had been fuj^ 
fered to engrofs the whole diredtion of the 
war. The fucceeding Government found 
by thefe means all power and confer 
quence centered in the General. As .the 
Governor and Council of each Prefidencyv 

by 
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hj ihc Company's c6nftitution, are the de- 
legates of their authority, it feemed fie« 
cefiary that the Board of Madras fhould 
liave ibme control oter operations foe the 
condu£k and refult of which they flood xe-f 
iponiible to thdr fuperiors* — ^Thcy rcprc- 
fented thefe circumftances to the Supreme 
Board, but fentence was pronounced againft 
them, and the General was confirmed in the 
itfiparticipated diredion o£ the war. The 
movements of the army however did not 
pibfper: — ^the fame narrow limits marked 
their progrefs : — the fame deficienciies of 
draughty carriage, and conveyance, as well as 
of gram and money, ftill fruflrated all hopes 
of profiting by fuccefs, and defeated every 
ffiggeftion of vigorous endeavour. 

The Supreme Board, after much acri- 

liioniQUs difcuflSon, revoked their fentence, 

add replaced the controlling power in the 

jmuii of the Madras government: but 

2 another 
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drnother event fooii s^fterwards occurredj 
WhiQh put reconciliation at defiance,* . ■ ■* 
The Supreme Board determine to refcin(i 
the affigiimeiit of the Nabob's territqry to 
4;he Gompanyj and to reftpre his Highnefs 
to the nianagement of his own country.— 
They farther refolve^ it is faid^ to enforce 
this edid by military pOwen Sir Eyr0 
Coote is therefore invefted with full author 
rity for that purpofe^ and on his return to 
the Goaft in April 1783^ is inftruded at all 
events to carry the ordet itito execution^ 
His deaths which happened in the fame 
Jnonthj is fuppofed to have prevented much 
bloodflied in the fettlemerit : for it is under- 
ftood that the General was determined to 
enforce, and the Goveriiment to refill, the 
order of reftitutioh ; at a time too, when 
the country belonged more properly to Hy* 
4ler 2ij\d the jFrench, than to either party* 

The rucceeding Commander, General 
Stuart, was involved in difcuffions fimilar to 

D thofe 
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tKofe between the Civil Government and 
Sir Eyre Coote. The campaign under that 
General againft Cuddalore, was interrupted 
by a ceflation of hoftility between the Eng- 
lifh and French. Thofe dangerous neigh- 
bours were thus left in poffeffion of a poft, 
the lofs of which would probably have 
obliged them to abandon India, had not 
the difunion of the ruling and executive 
powers diftraded our meafures, and added a 
farther proof, that under the influence ofdxC- 
cordant principles, neither time nor means, 
circumftance nor opportunity, can enfure 
fuccefs. The General was fuperfeded in 
the command of the army, called to thepre- 
fidency, and afterwards remanded to Eu- 
rope* 

' Sir John Burgoyile Succeeded as Com- 
mander in Chief of the King's troops*—— 
He aflerted ' powers and privileges that the 
Government declared to be incompatible 

witk 
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tvith the eonfEitiitiori of thfei Company. Hd 
jJcrfifted, aiid was fuperfeded by a Colo- 
nel on the Company's eftablifliment, Who^ 
on this occafibii, Was raifed to the tank of* 
Lieutenant General, and Commander in 
Chief upon the Coaft. Sir John Burgoyne^ 
In conret[uftncfe of this promotion, claimed: 
the exclufive command at leaft of the 
King's troops, — aiid Was arrefted* 

Another General tecame fenior or tKe 
King's fervice, and fubmitted. The remain-* 
ing tJerierals had figried a remonftrance 
againft the violation offered to the royal 
fervice by the arreft of thejr Cdmmariders* 
Some of them adhered to their declara- 
tions, and left the country; others, pliant 
to the times, enjoyed tlie benefits of linfer-* 
viceabl^, biit hot unprofitable, ftations.— * 
After this detail^ your Lordfhip will not he 
furprifed at any difturbance that has fince 
occurred in thdfe poffeffions* 

D i U 
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It IS not Within the limits of my purpofe 
to enlarge upon the a£ls of the legiflature 
now exifting, on thofe that have been pro- 
pofed refpedling India, or on the proceed- 
ings of Parliament in their late capacity as 

a Court of Inqueft *. The pretenfions 

of Governor and Commander ftill remaia 
in colUfion with each other,— ^the King and 
Company ftill continue in that country ta 
be contending powers, — while the Company 
and Nabob are bound over to perpetual 
variance. Between the civil and military 
no line is traced ; no redrefs for the latter, 
no mode of coercion for the former, and 
the warfare of the Prefidencies is extended 
and confirmed. 

My Letter to the Seled Committee 
of Fort St. George contains every other 

* Since this paper was written, the powers of Go- 
vernor and Contmander in Chief have been united in 
the perfon of Lord Cornwallis, and other important ar» 
rangements have taken place for the correftion of our In- 
di&n fyftem. 

material 
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material incident refpedting the concluding 
period of the war, the circumftances under 
vrhich the peace with Tippoo Sultaun was 
concluded^ and the enumeration of internal 
evils on the poaft of Coromandel. In the 
difcuflion of thofe important particulars, I 
Have not hefitated to fuggeft the detail of 
means by which alone I conceive it poflible 
to efFedl a renovation in the Eaft. Thefc 
obfervations on the interior mifgovernment 
of the country are, in their general tenden- 
cy, not only applicable to Coromandel, but 
to the other Prefidencies j and as fimilar 
evils operate in each, correfponding reihe* 
dies muft be applied to all. 



If our condition be defperate upon the 
Coaft, it will appear not lefs deplorable ia 
Bengal ; when we confider that the decline 
of that Government has advanced with 

rapid ftrides during peace, while Madras 

< 

has fufFered the devaftations of war. 

D 3 But 
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But before we enter on a particular view of 
this^ melancholy fubjeft, it may be necef^; 
fary to ftate the extent and local circuntT' 
fiances of our pofleffions in that quarter. > 

The provinces of Bengal, B^h^r and Orif- 
fa, as poflefled by thp Brit:ifh, and including 
Bpnares*, cpntain an area of ; 62,000 
fquare miles j their annual revenues are 
fuppofe4 to havg amounted^ in happier 
times, to c,ooo^poo/. fterling, and their' 
population to 11,000,000; the province 
of Oudg ^n4 its dependencies compre- 
hend an area of 53,28^ fquare miles, 
yielded a revenue of 3,500,060/. andmaiii-^i 
taxued 20,000,000 of peopl?. 

It muft be obfeirved, that the Mogul Go* 
yernment in India was a foreign and oppref-» 
five government; and confequently, that the 
countries under its authority were far froni 
haying attained their higheft period of im- 
pfpyement. If Is likewifc demonftrable, 
^ §ee Major Refxneirs l^emoir^f 

that 
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tiat Bengal and the lower parts of the other 
provinces, being extremely fertile, and 
xhiicAj adapted to the cultivation of rice, 
ought to maintain a greater number of 
people on aa equal furface, than any the 
moft fertile country where rice will not 
grow ; becaufe rice yields two or three an- 
nual crops, and the average of each crop is 
comparatively greater than that of any other 
graia. Let us now compare the produce, 
population, and revenues of thefe countries 
with thofe of Great Britain, which, accord- 
ing to Major Reyn^Il, contains an area of 
96,400 fquare miles. The population of 
Great Britain may amount to 8,OQO,ooot 
and the prefent revenues are about 
14,000,000/. By'this ftandard your Lord- 
Ihip will be able to judge of the compara^ 
live value of the Englifh pofleffions in Ben- 
gal ; and if to thofe you add the coaft of Co- 
j-omandel, its area being 65,944 fquarc 
miles, ancient population 9,000,000, and 
revenue in former times 3,000,000/., the 
»0gre^ate of thefe territories will form a^ 
P 4 domi- 
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dominion nipariy ecpial in rehrenuc, atld &3tf 
fUperior in population' as well ^s in extenr^ 
to Great Britaih,t^to the richeft and ioisfb 
produdive kingdom, in' pixjportioti to its 
frreaj^ that evet exifted in the tsmiperate zoncs^ 

In forrncr times the Bengal countries wercf 
the granary of nations, and the T'cpofitory 
of commerce, wealth and manufadure in the 
Eaft. V^flels from all quarteSrs poured om 
tlieir treafures on the banks of thie Ganges^' 
^nd the numfeerlefs nations that people th6 
northetn regions of Indoftan, as far as 
Cafhmire, Lahore and Thibet, including a 
tange of feveral thoufapd miles, ufed to de-? 

jpofit their riches there, as the great niart 

* - • »■ 

and centre of their traflfick. But fiicfi hlas 
been the reftlefs energy of our mifgovern- 
ment, that within the fliort fpace of twenty 
years many parts of thofe countries have 
been reduced to the appearance of a defert, 
The fields are no longer cultivated, — exten- 
five trads ar^ already overgrown with 

thickets, 
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thickets, — the hufbandman fe plundered,— ^ 
^e ifianufafturer opprdflfed,^- famine hai 
been repeatedly endured, — ^and dcjiopula- 
tlon has enfued* The. diftri<fls are &nned 
out to Renters, pr Zemindars, — and the 
coUedions, as well as all other bufinefs 
relating to finance, arc domihitfed to a 
jProvincial Chief, who reports to the Com*^ 
jnitte^ of Reyenuc. The Renter* holds by 
a precarious tenure, while it cdHsr him 
fo jnToch to procure and maintain hie fitu- 
ation, that if his exadHons bear proportioa 
to his rilk and' advance of money, they 
inuft be extremely fevere indeed. Neither 
X/«^ould it fuit the views of a Chief to be 
jefs indufttipus in the bufincfs of exto.rtioa, 
They muft therefore be unufually inexpert 
if they dp net between them contrive to 
<!iftrefs the inhabitants, to ruin agriculture, 
Itnd to defraud the Government of at leaft 
thirty or fprty per cenl. of the ftipulated 
payments. This they manage by ftate- 
Ijjfuts pf apOToaphing want, which they 

them-i 
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themfelves have occafioned ; by accounts 
of provincial works, which are never per- 
formed ; by unjuftifiable dedudions, and by 
connivance at the defalcations of the ma- 
oagers. 

The hufbandmen and Ryots dependent 
on thefe depredators (compared with whom 
the feudal Serfs were in a ftatc of freedom) 
are in their turn happy mortals, when con* 
trafted with the weavers and manufadurers% 
If the former be plundered of their grains 
the chaff at leaft is left for their fubfiftencej 
but fuch is the fyftem of commercial regur 
lation that the wretched manufadturers have 
kardly a refource. The Commercial Chief; 
to whom they are fubjedt, and who, under 
the Committee of Trade and Manufacture, 
is charged with the bufinefs of iiaveflment, 
affigns to all th^ portion of their labour^ — by 
a fmall advance pretends to an appropriatioa 
of their induflry, — denies their right to ufe 
their ingenuity for. their pwn advantage,^^ 

efl;abliihes 
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eftablifhes a ruiuous monopoly, by tbe. 
abufe" of power, and treats them as bondf*. 
mexx toUing for his benefit.. The confe- 
quence is, defertipn among the weavers, a 
decrea0ng inveftment for the Company, 
enormous acquifition for himfelf, and a 
fatal ftagnation of all trade and manufadurc 
throughout his diftrifk* 

In Oude, Rphilcund, and all the upper 
countries within oijr influence, the natives 
are, if poffible, ftill more diftrefled. Va- 
rious hordes h^ve been driven to defpair by 
Jiardfhip and exadion* They have affem- 
bled in formidable force, and menaced thq 

whole country : the hufbandman goes 

to the plough with a firelock over his 
Ihoulder, while th^ Government is too 
feeble to rcftrain thefe outrages, and too 
ipuch deprefied to a^or4 relief. 

If we truft to our military on \hc Bengal 
fft^bliffiniepit for jprotedion ?gainft thefe 

alarming 
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sflarmingeriormitieSj wefliall fmdi thatentb« 
Corps have exifted on paper,, who, exclufive 
of the Commatidiairt and Scaff, n^ver 
Had' any exigence but on psjper; and 
Jt will farther appear, that thofe SepOys 
who have a real exiftehce, are neither w^ll 
ififcipKned, nor regularly paid. The de- 
creafing produce of the country is con*- 
fumed by thq utmoft contrivance of profu- 
^on ; and fo wafteful is the mode of contri- 
bution, that the country of Oiide, period 
^ter period, has fallen into arrears, leaving 
the exhaufted prince without means of fup-» 
porting his governinent^ or of maintaining 
Jus family. 

When Lord Clive, by his treaty with 
gujah Dowla, reftored tb?it great country, to 
its rightful owner, ftipuUting pnly in ber. 
Jialf of the. Company forty-fix laclcs df 
rupees for its military defence *, he cieant 
to proclaim aloud throughout Indcftan, the 

* To pay a brigade which ih€ Company ftations in tb* 

proyii^ce, . ^. 

JuftlQe 



ENGLISH INtEHfiSTS tN tNDlA. ^ 

f 

jufticc andmoderationofEhgUfli policy, and 
to convince the country powers^ that thtf 
Company rather chofe to be friends and pror 
te<aors, than tyrants and ufurpers over thofe 
they conquered. Little did that fuperior gef 
nius forefee, that by his boafted treaty the 
treafures of a powerful prince were indi-* 
r«£tly to be transferred into a finking-fundi 
and his whole dominions converted into 
an afyluox for the foie ufe and benefit of* 
prodigak and incorrigibleSa > 

It would be a trefpafs on your patience, 
my Lord^ to expatiate farther on the im- 
policy by which a country, fuperior in 
wealth and means to the whole kingdoni 
of England, has been fo fpeedily precipi- 
tated, without convulfion or internal war^ 
into a ftate of adual iafolvency : neither catf 
I, without impertinence to your Lordihip'« 
ready apprehenfion, enlarge upon the ftrong 
faggeftions that imprefs my mind with the 
impending cataftrophe, about to clofe thia 
fcene of unexampled depravity, ^ 

,. * But 
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But the induftry of the Supreme fioafcl 
!s by no means confined to Bengal and it^ 
adjacent provinces ; they have an extended 
latitude of power : every other board 
and prefidency is fiibjed: to their fway, and 
their controlling influeiice pervades the 
whole politics of India; "Without difcuf^ 
fing the merits of this unboufaded inter-* 
ference, experience has evinced, that in 
its prefent modification, it his difconcert* 
cd every meafure of the other Govern-' 
ments, and funk them in the eflimation 
of all neighbouring ftatesj while the Su- 
preme Board ftationary iti Calcutta has la- 
boured under fuch impediments of diC* 
tance,. local ignorance and endlefe avoca- 
tion, that in every inftance where they 
have defcended to fuch interference, they 
have expofed themfelves to public ridicule } 
and after marring the bufitiefs beyond all 
chance of remedy, have been forced at laft 
to throw it from themfelves upon the pre-* 
fidency, to which from habit, vicinity, and 

^oimedion it did of right belong* 

At 
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At one time, they propofe to furrea- 
der the whole of the northern Circars to 
the Nizam for a trifle ; at another, they 
difjpatch a negotiator, to offer the rich pro- 
vince of Tinnivelly to the Dutch for lefs 
than a trifle, for the ufe of one thoufand 
Dutch mercenaries ! — Fortunately, notice 
of a Dutch war was received, before this 
extraordinary treaty could be executed, 
and the negotiator, Mr. Dighton, got no 
farther than Madras. — But obferye, my 
Lord, fuppofing the province of Tinnivelly 
to yield an annual revenue of 250,000/. 
at twenty years purchafe, the property of 
it is worth 5,000,000/. At this rate did 
the Supreme Board of India, propofe to 
purchafe the ufe of one thoulknd Dutch 
mercenaries ! — ^You will hardly require any 
&rther illuftration, that though this fta- 
tionary Board, circumfcribed in the means of 
intercourfeand information, and overwhelm- 
ed in the interior bufinefs of Bengal, cannot 
calily accomplifh any public benefit, by the 

latitude 
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latitude of its control, yet afluredly it 16 
enabled to defeat all ufeful views of every 
tother Board, to thwart or over-rule all 
plans of public fervice, and. In a paroxyfm 
of political phrenfy, to make away with 
half the peninfula* 

If it be judged expedient to have a Su- 
jpremc Board of India, in whom all thef 
" tontrbiiing powers of Government Ihall 
ultimately concentrate, in the name of com-* 
inon fenfe let it be a Board of Circuit ;— ^ 
let it be a Board of infpedion, as well as of 
control, compofed of meinbers from eachpre- 
fidency, detached from the embarraffments 
and corruption of provincial regulation : — ^ 
Jet it be a Board that can obferve with impar-* 
tiality, judge with accuracy, and ad with 
vigour ;t— that can move to any Ipot in 
India, where public emergencies are moft 
urgent, and call more immediately for its 
prefence. Thus, and thus only, can it be- 
come a Board of extended efficiency either 
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to enforce obedience, reftrwi fubordinate 
mifcoridudi:, or unite in one connefted 
feries the vaft and complicated mafs of In-- 
dian affairs*. 

Leaving this gloomy retrolped, let us 
confider how we are fituated with regard to 
other powers^ and what we are likely to^ 
become on the peiunfula. The territories 
of luther India, or what has inaccurately 
been called the empire of the Great Mogul, 
extends 1680 miles in length, 1440 in 
breadth, contains an area of 1,138,400 
fquare miles, and maintains 110,000,000 
of inhabitants. Taking the area of Great 
Britain and Ireland at Major Reynell's 
eftimate of 131,800 fquare miles, and 
10,000,000 of inhabitants, it is nearly nine 

* The preceding remarks on the condition of. Bengal 
and its adjacent territories are not the refult of perfonal 
obfervation, and therefore may be confidered as lefs de^ ^ 
ferving at tendon than thofe which I hare ven tared to 
ofier on the affairs of Coromandel. There is little doubt 
however, confidering the natural fertility of thofe coon- 
tries, that a mild and permanent adminiflration might 
foon reftore them to profperity* 

E times 
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times as extenfive, and contains eleven 
times as many people as the three king-* 
doms. 

1 will not hazard any calculation of the 
grofs produce and revenue of that empire, 
but they bear piore than a due proportion to 
this fuperior population and extent. Its foil 
affords every article for the fubfiftence or 
conveniency of man that can be cultivated 
in the lower latitudes. It has for ages been 
the feat of manufadure, induftry, and com- 
merce. Its inhabitants are civilifed, inge- 
nious and r-efined, accuftomed to war, and 
proficients in the arts, fciences, and embel- 
lifhments of peace. With fuch fuperlative 
adyantages, no ftate recorded in the annals of 
Europe could ftand in competition with the 
Mogul Empire, if fuch an empire did in 
fadt include under one government the 
territories to which it gives a name; 
but the vaft tra£t comprehended under that 
Tague defcription is parcelled out among a 
multiplicity of difcordant powers, and peo- 
pled 
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|>kd.b7 numberlefs tribes, diflimiliar ill 
zntannm, language^ and religiom 

If we. divide th6 vfrhfale region into i 14 
geographical parts^ we fliall find^ that of 
thefe, fomething lefs ihail one part bfelong$ 
to the Mogul and his intmediate adherents ; 
to the AfFgans^ Kaflimirians, Pitans, Can- 
dahars, Seets, Abdailas, and various other 
nofthem Hordes, twenty-five parts ; to the 
Maratta States, including Beraf, forty- 
eight ; to th6 Niiam, inclyding Adoni, five 
and an half; to the Circar of Tippoo Sul- 
laun, including Cudapah, eight and an half j 
to the Rajah of Travancbre, bne j to the 
Englifh, and their adherents, twenty-eight 
and an half: the remainder may be affigned 
lo the petty Rajahs, Polygaris, and other' 
clafles of aboriginal Gfentbos, who have 
hitherto defied the powers of the crefcent 
iud the crofs, and, under eover of woods, 
tnountains, and inaccefSble retreats, have 
afferted independence, 

E 2 Gf 
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• 00 thefe, the Travanicorc Rajahs die 
Malabar Rajahs^ and iUch of the interior 
Chiefs as never had the misfortune of our 
iiitercourfc, have, I believe, no reafon to 
complain ^ us ; but every other individual 
ftate has begn fo deeply injured and infuked 
by the Englifti, that if their refentments be 
proportioned to their wrongs, th6y can 
fcarcely ever be effaced. 

When the Bengal Government withdrew 
their covenanted ftipend from the Mogul, 
and forced him, by their ufage, to fly frpm 
his refidence at Uhabad, and to throw him- 
felf upon the mercy of the contending 
Chiefs and Hordes who infefl the environs 
of Delhi, they fliould have recoUefted that, 
fallen as he is, and diminifhed in his fplen-^ 
dor, he is.ftill of material confequence in 
the affairs of India, being the acknowledged 
paramount of all the Mahometan powera 
in thofe countries *• 

* His ]ate iDinider Nidziff Cawn bad 6o>^poo hoife 
under his comaand. 

The 
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The Affg^ns^ Fitans^ Dbranies, Abdal^ 
khs, CondaMrs^ KalhrniriatiB^ aiid other 
botdes of Muffulmen who' pdople the nor- 
them territories of Indoftan^ are brave and 
warlike^ impatient of peace^ aiid eaj^er fot 
adventure. So unfettfed is tiie prefetit ftattf 
of all thofe northern countries adjoiniikg ta 
Bengal, that any refolute feaddr, black or 
white, of military reputation, might, on the 
ftiorteft notice, raift aii- a^my of 1 06,000 
men, ready tx) follow hiih as long as hd 
ebuld feed and pay them. Even in Oude, 
near 150 lacks of the revenue cannot be 
coHe£l:edi but by the aid of a leader, who 
conftantly maintains 10 jooo troops and fifty 
pieces of cannon ready for emergencies* 

The Duafe^ has been twice farmed out 
to Engliih gentlemen^ on condition that 
they ihould raife or employ a force fufEcient 
to colled the revenues of it, with permif- 
fion^ after paying the ftipulated fum into 

• A province near Oude. 

E 3 the 
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the Nabob of Oude's treafury, to plunder 
and ranfack the diftrids for their own ad-- 
vantage: but of late it has become the 
receptacle of the rich and difaffeded leaders 
throughout the country^ who fortify them- 
felves there, maintain confiderahle force, 
and affert a ftate of open independence. 
The followers of NidzifF Cawn, and of otheir 
great Chiefs, have hitherto been maintain-^ 
pd by qujirtering different bodies^ of then^ 
on particular diftri^ls, with orders to thq 
Commander of each body to coUedt th^ 
revenues of the country, and to- fubfift his 
troops by force of arms. But by this out-m 
rageous fyftem, thofe countries, are already 
exhaufted, and thefe deftroyers, like the 
Huns and the Vifigoths, muft feek for fub-^ 
fiftence and plunder in new acquifitions^ 

if they direct their progrefs towards Ben- 
gal*, they will find that country as open 
to invafion as it was on the day when wq 

• Beugj^l is, however, naturally a IlrQxig country. 

• firft 
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firft took poffeffion of it :- — not a fort, not a 
barrier, not a poft to refift their progrefs, to 
the very fuburbs of Calcutta. 

It would ill become me to offer any fug- 
gcftions unfavourable to the military upon 
that eftabliftinient. Brave and zealous they 
undoubtedly are, and would probably de- 
feat their enemies as often as they hazarded 
a clofe engagement ; but allowing, which 
18 not the fa<9:, that they were neither de- 
ficient in Europeans nor in cavalry,— that 
their Sepoys were iij the higheft ftatc of 
difcipline, and that the vigor and difpatch 
of Government, contradiding all former 
inftances, fhould enable the army to quit 
their cantonments ip the beft order on the 
firft notice of invafion ; ftill we are taught, 
by recent and fevere example, that a force 
conftituted on the principle of our Indiaa 
armies, without previous well-concerted 
meafures of defence, cannot poffibly protect 
an extended country from the rapid devaf- 
£ 4 tations 
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tations of hoftife cavahy. If they £bou}d 
fail ia driving us from the provinces^ tbty 
are at leaft fure to enrich themfelves tviiiv 
Ijpoil, and to render them, like the Car- 
natic, a pofTeffion fcarcely worth contending 
for. 

The fame obfervationa ^tpply with ec^ial 
truth to the Marattia ftates. Their- feMi* 
ments towards us are not lefs juftly ntiarked 
with impreffions of refentmait. They 
have repeatedly afTerted the claim df CbaMT 
^t tribute from Bengal, which, ia- d&ear 
idiom,, is nearly fynonymous with impend^ 
ing invaflon. Their nunlbers and co*dpe-> 
ration, in contrail with our difco^dttM; 
weaknefs, enfure them an ample crop^ df 
laurels, as foon ais they fhall refblve to p^ 
the Jumna. With regard td the Nizam, 
gut momentary fecurity is founded ow his 
pacific charader. PofleiTed as be is of a 
great and fertile fovereignty, ample reve- 
nues, and an afmy of 60,600 troops^ which 

he 
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he could doiible *with facifity on a fsw 
months no^kc^ nothing was wantbig but 
determination to have gratified to tbe full 
hia en«i&y againft the- EngKfh. Whctt 
Hyder invaded the Catnatife, the Nizs»a 
had only to march a force into the Northern 
CSrcars, ^nd thofc enviable territories muft 
hifellibly hate reverted to their rightftd 
owner; 

But thefe are inferior dangers^ Whea 
Compared with the ftrengA and menacing 
condition of Myfore. The recent growth and 
warlike advancement of that ftate exhibit a 
phenomenon unparalleled iii hiftory. In the 
earlier part of this century, when the Dela- 
way or Regent of Nfyfore marched againft 
Tiftcbinopoly with a great body of horfe, 
dieir troops were iin the Ibweft ftage af 
i^litary ignorance ; and their unikilfulnefs 
was only equalled by their pufillanimity^ 
The country was then governed by a native 
Ri^ah) the lineal feneir of the Mufnudt He 
7 was 
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was of the Canara caft, and the great 
body of his people were likewife of Ca- 
nara or Gentoo defcent. They were hap- 
py under his government ; but they wcro 
neither rich nor refpcdlaWet 

By the ghauts or mountains, on which 
the table land of Myfore is elevated, \t i$ 
feparated from the Camatic on the eaft, 
from the great plains of Coimbatore on the 
foifth^ from the Malabar territories on 
the weft, and from the countries of Bed* 
danore and Ghutty on the nprth. — ^Thefe 
ghauts are only acceffible at particular 
places, and oppofe no inconfider^ble obfta-? 
cles to the progrefs of invaders. The 
iituation of Myfore is remote from habi«» 
tual interference wi^thj a4j accent powers; 
its foil is lefs fertile than the lower coun-» 
tries that furroun^ it, and its inhabitants 
were not enriched by commerce and manu- 
facture, nor by thefe means expofed to their 
/jnore powerful and iaduftrious neigh-f 

bourSf 
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bours. Under fuch circumftances, it might 
have enjoyed its primeval tranquility, had 
not a fuperior genius efFeded a fignai re« 
Tolution in the affairs of that country. 

Hyder Naick, or Hyder Ally, the foa 
pf a Killidar who commanded a fort of 
fome ftrcngth on the confines of Myfore, 
foon rendered himfelf fuperior to all the 
Hther commanders in the Myfore ferfice. 
At the attack of the bloody Choultry on 
Seringham ifland, mentioned in Mr. Orme's 
invaluable hiftory, he particularly diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, as well as on every other 
occafion in which he either a£ted oradvifed. 
Without dwelling on the gradations of 
his conduct, in attaining confidence and 
flevation, it is enough to fay that he rqfe 
to be the prime general and chief minit. 
^er of his maft^n Clothed with the au- 
thority of thefe employments, and fup- 
ported by his afpiring talents, he foon 
left his fpvereign nothing but the name^ 

mi 
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Mtdat iaddoQcAed htmacfcd hh whole fkn^y 
ia tonfincment^ exbifaidag them from ttmo 
ta time in great ftate^ to fbothe and fdeafo 
the peopie, while he in fa£t trafnsfenred <hr 
fceptre to his own hands.— He trained his 
peicefni fubjefts to the ufe of arms, by- 
new mo(felling the mifitaty fyftem j by in^- 
viting all ranks of Moormen, Rajapoots, 
and other wariike cafts, to join his ftand- 
ardj by encouraging or rather alluriiig 
Frenth and other Europeans to enter into 
his fervlce ;^ and above all', by a courfe of 
Tevere arid unremitting duty in the field. 
He attacked, and fuccefliviely fubdued ttift 
numerous Polygars, Chiefs, and petty Ra- 
jahs, whofe poffeflions lay within his reacK. 
He extended his views againft the coun- 
tries fouth of the Ghauts, as far as the 
confines of Tritchinopoly and MadUra, 
on the Malabar coaft. He reduced the 
Zamorin or Sovereign of Calicut, the Ra- 
jah of Paligat, the other Malabar Rajahs, 
and rendered th^ Rajah of Cochin tribu- 
tary 
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tajy to hk Gkx:ar. He conquered Bedda-x 
nore, Goutty, and Chitdidroog ; the 
countries of Cudapah, Kanoiil, and Sava- 
nore ; thus extending his dominions as 
far north a$ Goa on the Malabar iea, 
and acrofs the peninfula to the country of 
Palnaud and Ganjam, on the coaft of Co- 
.romandeh 

With thefe, and other interior acquifi- 
tions, the Rajahlhi^ of My fore grew into 
a powerful ftate, 400 miles in length from 
north to fouth, and near 300 miles in 
breadth from eaft to weft, with a popu- 
lation of many millions; an army of 
300,000 men, and 5,000,000/, of annual 
jevenue. Thefe atchievements were the 
rcfult of intrepid pcrfeyerance. He next 
ventured to try his ftrength with the Ma* 
rattas and with the Englifli, — though he 
could not vanquifh them, yet he increafed 
in felf-confidence, and public eftimation. 
His very failures he turned to account, 

and, 
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and, like Czar Peter, fubmitted to be worftj^ 
ed, that he might learn to be fuperior. 

During the long interwl of peace with 
the Englifh, from 1769 to 1780, the im-»- 
provement of his country, and the ftrift- 
eft executive adminiftration, formed the 
conftant objects of his care. Under his 
mafterly control, they attained a perfec-* 
tion never heard of under any other In- 
dian Sovereign; the hitfbandman, the ma^ 
nufadturer and the merchant profpcred 
in every part of his dominions; culti-* 
vation ' increafed, new mamifadlures were 
eftabiifhed, and wealth flowed inta the 
kingdom. But againft negligence or mal* 
verfation he was inexorable. The Renters, 
the Tax-gatherers, and other ofEcefs of 
revenue, fulfilled their duty with fear and 
trembling; for the flighteft defalcation 
was punifhed with the chaubuck*, or with 

* The chaubnck is an inflrument for (courging crimi^ 
fials. 

death. 
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death. He employed ipies and intelli<-» 
gencers in every corner of his own domU 
nions, and in every court of India; and 
he had other perfons in pay, who ferved aM 
checks upon them, and watched all their 

operations. 

» 

The minuteft circumftance of detail, 
the produce of a crop, the cultivation of 
a diftrid, the portion paid to the Circar, 
and that referved to the inhabitants^ were 
accurately known to him : — ^Not a move- 
ment in the remoteft corner couM efcape 
him,— -not a murmur or intention of his 
neighbours, but flew to him. — It will hard- 
ly appear exaggeration to fay, that he was 
acquainted wirh every Ipot, and almoft with 
every perfon in his empire, when we confi- 
der that he was in a continued round of in-« 
fpedion, — ^In his Durbar, during the hours 
ofbufmefs, reports from all comers were re- 
ceived :— his fecretaries fuccefEvely read to 
him the whole correfpondence of the day ;•— 

to 
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to Mcii ke didated m &w words the (ub^ 
flance <rf the anfwer to be given ; which 
was immediately, written, read to him, and 
#fpatched« 

On his right and left hand, during 
thefe hours, were placed bags of gold and 
fi^verj out of which, thofe who brought 
him intelligence were^ rewarded by one 
or more hsgadfuls of coin, • proportioned 
to their deferts ; he was acceffible to all : 
every horfeman or fepoy, that wanted to 
enter his fervice, was infpedked by him- 
felf ; every Jemidar, or officer of any note, 
was intimately known to him. His troops 
were amply paid, but not a fradion was 
loft. . Thofe who fupplied his camps, garri- 
fons and cantonnjents, were all under {nch 
contribution, that almoft the whole military 
difburfemeats reverted -to his treafury. 
There was no contra£tor bold enough to 
hazard a public impofition. There was no 
commander iiigenious enough, tp fcreea 

inability 
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inability or clifobedience, nor a defaulter 
that could elude detedion. He poflefled 
the happy fecret of" uniting minutenefs-of 
detail with the utmoft latitude of thought 
and enterprife. As his perfeverance and 
difpatch in .bufinefs were only equalled 
by his pqintednefs of information, fo his. 
concifenefs and decifion in the executive 
departments of a great government, are pro- 
bably unprecedented in the annals of men» . 
Confcious from experience of his own 
ability, and of the weaknefs and diftradion. 
of the EngUfh, he planned their extirpation 
fromlndia^ He fummoned all the native 
powers to join his caufe : — they hefitated. 
He determined to ad alone — i^nd qon* 
quered the Carnaticp 

* His death, in December 1782, left the 

accompUfhment of his farther defigns to 

his fon and fucceflbr, Tippoo Sultaun, to 

v^hom he bequeathed an overflowing trca-- 

F fury, 
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fury^ which h^e had filled, — a powerful 
empire, which he /had created, — and an 
army of 300,000 men, whom he had 
formed, difcipUned, and enured to con- 
queft. 

In my annexed letter to the Board of 
Madras, the peripedive of events in the 
concluding period of the war, as well as 
the circumftances under which the peace 
with Tippoo Sultaun was concluded, are 
faithfully pourtrayed. The fubfequent pro- 
ceedings of our adverfary have confirmed the 
prevalent belief, that the prefent ceflation 
is only a fhort refpite with a view of 
afterwards renewing the conteft, when,^ 
through our negligence and his exer- 
tion, he may be enabled to attack us 
with fuperior advantage. His conduft has 
not been equivocal: — his contempt of the 
^nglifli incites him to difdain evafion, and 
hiis ienmity is'acoriftant ftimulus to his hof- 
tile preparations.^ 1!n order more efFe(9ii- 

ally 
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ally to complete his arrangements for driving 
the Chriftians out of India, he had hardly 
iigncd the treaty with our Commiffioners, 
when he. folicited all the great Mahometan 
powers, the Grand Signiqjr himfelf not 
excepted, to. contribute tlieir affiftance in 
ftores, arms and artificers. He eftablifhed 
forges, founderies and armories throughout 
his dominions, — repleniflied his magazines, 
which had been exhaufted during the war, 
-*-an<i new-modelled his army on the moft 
efficient footing* 

Wltile thefe arrangements are fo formi- 
dable as fo excite well-grounded apprehen-* . 
fions,- his puWic ads and declarations already 
afcertain^heir obje£t and direftion. He* 
has chimed and menaced the.Guntoor Cir- 
car^ adjoining to the coimtry of Cudapah* 
If he fliould be fuffered to take pofleffion 
of that diftri€k,"the whole northern Clrcars 
will unavoidably be fevered from the Prefi- 
dency, and his. dominion be extended over 
Fa, aU 
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all thofe valuable provinces. On the other 
hand, if we refift his aflumptions, he hpifts 
hisjunda*, and renews ,th* war.— — And, 
under fome pretence or other, a renewal of 
the war is unavoidable : — ^he has fworn to 
it. — ^While we, on our part, muft wifh for 
' that event, if we mean to regain? our cha- 
rader,, or ever to be numbered among the 
ptowers of India, 

There was a period when peace and for- 
bearance formed the principje, though they 
©ever were the pradice, of our Indian po- 
licy. In thofe days, inveftmefit oply was 
> €ur objefl:, and the iacreafe of territorial 
tcquifition was reprobated by every faithful 

and enlightened fcrvant of the public. 

Prove yourfelves juft,— prove yourfelves 
moderate,-^evincc to all India that you are 
determined to refrain from conqueft, — was 
the found and earueft dodrine of Lord 
Clivc to the Diredors. Had thefe tenets 

* The banners under which Indian armies figW- 

l>eca 
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been adhered to from the firft, our efta- 
blifhments in India would have continued 
peaceful fa£tories ;— ^we fhould have re- 
mained expert, fuccefsful tradtfs, and never 
have expofed ourfelves as unprincipled 
ufurpers. But, before Lord Clive urged • 
thofe reftri£tive fentiments, they .were no 
longer appofite : the pacific mafk was 
thrown afide, and we flood confeffed an 
infidious, warlike and ambitious race. From 
that moment the name of Englifliraan 
imprefled the mind of every Indian 
power with jealoufy and apprehenfion. 
Our fubfequent mifcondu£t and difafters 
would already have difarmed their refent- 
ments, if they could be pacified with lefs 
than our deftrudtion. Till of late they 
hated, but they dreaded and refpeded^ us. 
To judge by our condu<3:, the oderint dum 
metuant was our favourite motto ; but 
now they have mingled hatred with con- 
tempt. We gained an empire by violence 
and injuftice, it is truej but we main- 
• F 3 tained 
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tained it by courage and exploit. We 
eftablifhed over the Afiatics an afcen-* 
dency founded on Aiperior energy and 
fldll in eveffy mental and bodily exer-* 
tion. 

Whether it be for the intereft of England, 
every circumftance confidered, to retain 
her Indian poflefEons, is a queftion too 
intricate and important for me to determine j 
but it appears an irrefragable truth, 
that if wc are to exift at all in India, 
it muft be in the charafler of a great, 
warlike and territorial power a power 
at all times able to exalt our allies, and 
to deprefs our enemies. We may farther 
venture to aflert, that if any other fyftem be 
adopted, it will in fa£t prove an abfolute 
furrender of that country. 

The means by which it is yet conceived 
pradlicable to reform our civil and military 
eftablifhments having been exprefled at large 
in my annexed correfpondence with the 

Board^ 
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Board, it is unnecefftry to enumerate thenk 
at prefent : one thing however is- ihdifputa'^ 
ble, that if Government hope to preferve a 
fhxed of their Indian empire, ftot a moment 
muft be loft in correfiing the alarming out* 
rages under which it labours ; — in removing 
thofe caufes of diflention that threaten it4 
exiftence ; — in reforming thofe abufes, civil 
and military, by which its ftrength has been 
wafted, and its power decayed ; and in bring- 
ing every man, meafure, and refource, of 
thofe diftra6led fettlements, into one decided 
point of obedience, co-operation, and effedt. 

Could we flatter ourfelves, that there is 
yet vigour, union, and integrity enough 
in the nation, to atchieve fuch a re-efta- 
blifliment, it would not be chimerical to 
indulge the moft exalted expe<3:ations. — 
The intrinfic value of thofe pofleflions 
would then be fully known to us. We 
ftiould then recognife the ineftimable be- 
nefits, of which an equitable and united 
Government could render them produc- 
F 4 tive 
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tive beyond all aggregate refources in the 
Britifh empire. The countries fubjedt to our 
influence under any adminiftration that did 
not openly cherifh difcord, and exult in mal- 
verfation, would yield an annual revenue 
of 10,000,600/. fterling, and would increafe 
in value with every fubfequent improve- 
ment. The manufactures of thofe countriesr, 
if at all encouraged, would afford employ- 
ment for the whole commercial flock of 
England. The fhipping* engaged in that 
trade would fwell into a formidable arma- 

♦ At prcfent the India fhips arc mere trading vefTels, 
without force, difcipfine, or defence; and in time of war 
are in danger of falling a prey to every well-armed privateer. 
But the flighted obfervatien muft fuggeft, that they ought 
to be all conHrudied on the principle of two-deckers, as the 
Dutch Indiafhips are ; and, improving on that model, that 
they fhouM be well armed, completely manned, and fub- 
jed to naval officers under the articles of war. In that event, 
whenever they had their war complements and inftrudtions 
on board, they would form a fleet fu peri or to any probable 
attack. If it fhould ever be judged expedient to build 
ihips of force in India, a whole navy might be conilru£led 
at Bombay, and at other places on the Malabar coaft« 
where Teek timber abounds. 

ment 
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ment for the national defence. The re- 
fources or finance of thofe eftablifliments, 
where 1000/. can hardly be raifed at this 
moment, might be fixed on fo fecure a 
bafis as to fupport a pile of public credit, 
more wonderful than that of London or 
of Amfterdam, and enriched by a circula- 
tion more extenfive than the whole, ex- 
change of Europe. 

To crown the feries; were it poffible 
for us ever to be confiftent, ever to be 
upright, ever to be trufted, or ever to be 
truft-worthy in the Eaftj I may venture 
to affert, that the idea fuggefted In my 
jmnexed letter to the Board, of granting 
permanent fupport to the Gentoo intereft 
throughout the Peninfula, in oppofition to 
their invaders and oppreflbrs, would unal- 
terably attach the great mafs of the inha- 
bitants to our caufe, and leaving their 
native Rajahs in the full interior direction 
of their diftricks, would afford us a volun- 
tary 
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tary contribution more than fufficient to 
defray the whple ordinary and contingent 
charges of our Indian eftabUihments« 
An eflScient re-efpoufal of the caufe and 
interefts of the great Mogul, and of the 
Muflulmen who predominate north of the 
Peninfula, is by no« means incompatibk 
with that fyftem, and in the prefcnt ftate 
of the northern countries, would render 
us the immediate Paramounts of Indoftan. 

Thus, my Lord, I have prefumed to Jay 
before you a fort of Mofaic tablet of our 
paft proceedings and prefent ftate in India. ' 
The component parts are not fitted and 
difpofed with the Ikill and ingenuity of 
a profefled artift ; they are only paffing 
fketches, whofe utmoft effect will be pro- 
duced, if they exhibit to your nice difcern- 
ment, any juftnefs of perfpedtive or accu^ 
racy of delineation. In the whole courfe 
of my obfervations I have endeavoured to 
reprefent men and things in their true pro- 
2 portions. 
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portions, and to place them in their relative 
pofitions. Having freely exprefled my fen- 
timents pn points of fuch importance to 
the Britifh Empire, I fhould not take the li- 
berty of fubmitting them to your Lordship's 
infpedion, were I not perfuaded that they 
convey a faithful portraiture of the fubjedt 
in its real afpe6t ; and that they tend to 
confute the fallacies of fome former pro- 
duftions, which feem pencilled by a 
biaffed hand, to miflead the national judg- 
ment, and deceive the public eye. 

With every fentiment of attachment and 
rcfpe^i, I have the honour to be, ^c. 



LETTER II.* 

To Lord Macartney and the Select 
Committee of Tort St. George. 

MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

BEFORE I embark for Europe, allow 
me to exjprefs my beft acknowledge-^ 
ments for the ' approbation with which you 
liave d^linguifhed me, fince I have had 

the 

* This Letter was begoa in India, and it was my wifli 
It liave delivered it at a fort of ct^mpti rendu to the Board 
qf Madras, before my departure from that country. Having 
been prevented however by unavoidable bufinefs and 
ievere illnefs^ from fulfilling my intention, I left t copy 
of it at the Capt of Good Hope, to be forwarded from 
t|if|ice to Fort St. George ; but that copy had not readied 

Madras 
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the honour to command the troops and 
garriibns fouth of the Cokroon,^ — Permit 
me farther to obtrude on your Lordfhip 
and the Board, a brief relation of my 
proceedings in the command of the fouthern 
forces, and of other incidents material to 
the welfare of your fouthern territories^ 
Independently of an impulfe to ftate the 
particulars of 'my conduft while entniftcd 
with a public charge, I cannot tliink of leav- 
ing India, without prefenting to you in 
one view the merits of the fouthern army 
the difficulties* imd§r which :it laboured, 
and the fervic,es it has. performed. — I. flat- 

Afji/^His;wfa«ii«Lord Maeartniey Tilled from tfaeocc. Since 
that time I b^ve made man/ alterations and additions, flill 
pteftrVitrg the form of addrefs in which the Letter was 
4fi0|iall3f writtfn.- This curcprnft^nce. has beoraye4 lOi 
into fcvcral violations of official propriety, in explaining 
tonne Board various incidents and local particulars, with 
which they, wereprevioufly accj^ainted ;. hot without* a de- 
tiaii of th^s nature^ the work could hard]]^ have been re|^ 
dercd intejiligible to the generality of European readers^ 
Hi its preient fgrra,- a copy k^i been fent do the Court of 
V'utGt^Sr that it may be forwarded' to fort St. George^ 
ip. ojwiex to be efitj:iie4^oni the records of \)^t prefideacyu . 

. :: ..... ttt 
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ter myfetf alfo, that the eircumftanccs in 
which I acted^ enable me to form an unbi- 
afled ftatement of refources as they exift in 
thofe ^fbuthern countries, of embarraflments 
as they have been felt, and of tranfac- 
tions as they have been conduced ; afford- 
ing at the fame time, well-grounded hopes^ 
that, by fpeedy meafures of reform,, what 
is beneficial may be improved, and what 
is amifs m2^y be corre^fied *. 

To introdujce more diftindly the narrative 
of military proceedings that occurred during 
my command f , it may be necefkry ta^ Ibli* 
cit your attention to a detail of the a^sfom 

* The ctforts made by Lord Macartney's government 
to reilore the fafety of the Southern Countries^ were ea^em* 
plary and fuccefsful ; but the confufion in which, the war 
and other circumftances had involved thofe territoriet^ 
rendered it impradicable to carry into rmmediate execir* 
tion a complete and: general fyOem of reform. 

f I proceeded to the Southward in Odober iySz,,in the 
command of the King's froops* on that ftation ; an'd in Maj 
1783 waft appointed to fucceed Golonei JLang^;, ihthv 
general command of the, forces fouth of the riirer Co- 
leroon. . . • 

tunes 



So A VIEW OP THE 

tunes which previoufly to your Prefident*s 
arrival in India had almoft entirtly exhaufted 
the refources and ruined the inhabitants of 
every diftridt fouth of the Coleroon, — Your 
poffeffions in that quarter aire of fufEcient 
magnitude and value to call forth the moft 
vigorous endeavoure for their protection; 
but fuch was their condition when you al^ 
fumed the government, that, without your 
opportune attentions, they muft inevitably 
have been fevered from the Engliflx domi- 
nions* 

.. Thofe tetritories, in my opinion, had not 
obtaiiied their due fhare of eftimation 
under any former Government : divided 
iijtp various diftrids, held by different 
tenures, and occupied by tribes at variance 
\7ith f ach other, many parts of them 
remained uncultivated, and almoft unex- 
plorqd. Nor was it pradicable for the 
moft enlightened of your fervants, to form 
a juff appretiation of the benefits they 
..J afford, 
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afford, until, by the affignment of the Nabob 
<if Arcot's revenues to the Company, you 
were invefted with the internal manage- 
ment of thofe countries *. 

From the river Coleroori, their northern 
boundary, which divides th^m frbni the 
Nabobfhip of Arcot, to Cape Comorin^ 
the fouthern extremity of the Peninfula> 
is not lefs thaii 300 miles ; and from the 
fea which forms their limits on the eaft| 
to the countries of Caroor and Dindigul| 
belonging to Tippoo Sultaun, atid the Ra* 
jahfliip of Travancore, upon the weft, is 
on an average at leaft 150 miles* Imme- 
morial mifmanagement, and late difafter^ 
have hitherto rendered th'ofe countries un- 
produ^ive ; ibut under a fyftem in any 

* Yhe affignment wa? concluded in the end of the year 
1781, between Mahomed Ally and Lord Macartney^s 
government. Prcviouily to that arrangement, the Com- 
pany's fervants were not allowed to interfere in the territo* 
rial aifairs of the Nabob. 

G degree 
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degree permanent, afnd founded on the 
equitable principles that, have bitherta 
direded the conduft of your Lordfhip and 
the Boards they would undoubtedly yield 
an annual revenue of 1,000,000/. fterling* 

Of thofe territories, the Rajahfliip of 
Tanjore is the moft fertile*; — ^it is watered 
by a multiplicity of dreams, which by means 
of embankments and refervoirs, are diverted 
into every field ; — it annually affords two 
or three luxuriant crops of rice ; — the forefts 
abound with valuable trees;-— the coun- 
try is overftocked with fheep and cattle ;— 
and formerly teemed with an induftrious 
race, who were expert in agriculture^ and 
habituated to manufadure : — while fuch 
are the natural benefits it ergoys, that no 
fpot upon the globe is fuperior in produc- 
tions for the ufe of man. 

* The following geographical remarks^ which have 
been inferted fince the Letter was originally written, 
would have been fuperfluous, if meant only for the £oard«' 

You 
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You are wdl apprized, however, that 
from the eftaWifhment bf the reigning 
family of the Maratta race in 1765* to 
the prelent period, there has been fuch a 
progreffive diminution of cultivation, that 
the annual produce of lat« years is Icfs by 
fifty per cent, than it was a century ago.— 
As Europeans never interfered in the ma-^ 
nagement of that country, and as it ha^ 
been feldom ravaged or invaded, its decline 
muft be attributed to the malverfation 
of its Maratta or Gentoo adminiftration : 
but even in its impoverifhed ftatef, it 
ufed to produce, before the late war, about 
feventy-five lacks of cuUums of rice, worth 
about eleven lacks of pagodas, or 440,000/. 
fterling: — of this, 160^000/. was paid as 
tribute for your prote£tion, agreeably to 
the ftipulation of 1776, after the laft fiege 

* The country of Tanjore contained 5753 towns and 
villages at the time when the Maratta government was 
eftablifhed, 

f See the annual ftatement of Ta«jore produce, in iht 
Appendix. 

G 2 of 
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of Tanjore, when the Rajah became a tri- 
butary of the Company.— The difficulties 
that occurred in reducing that capital^ the 
ftrength of the works, and obftinacy of 
the defender^, evince its importanee in a 
military view*: — neither do the inferior 
forts, and the rivers, rice fields and embank- 
ments that interfe£k the country, afford lefs 
eminent advantages in the moment of 
invafion. 

The ftate of Tritchinopoly, extending 
from the weftern limits of Tanjore along 
the Coleroon, which divides it from the 
Carnatic on the north, till it reaches Tip- 
poo's dominions on the weft, near Caroor 

and Dindigul, including a range of fifty , 

f I 

miles by forty, is circumfcribed on the I 

fouth by the country of Tondiman, and 

by the woods of Nattara inhabited by Col- 

* Tanjore was fuppofed to contain 100,000 inhabitants 
. previoufly to the deftrudion that followed Hyder's ir- 
ruption. 

leries. 
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leriefe.-— ^ough lefs valuable than the coun- 
try of Tanjorc, the vicinity of the Cble- 
roon ftin renders it extremely productive 
of rice- Under the Nabob Mahomed AUy'ft 
management, the expences of coUedlion 
abfofbed the greater part of the revenu? 
arifing from this territory, which is 4t pre- 
fent let to a lenter under the affignment of 
the Nabob s revenues to the Goppany for 
about ten lacks of rupees^ or .ipP,oooA 
In profperous times, hbwQver, ' it pofleflcs 
the means of extended cultivation, and conr 
fequent increafe of revenue.. The fize and 
fituation of the city, the abundance of fub- 
fiftence in the diftrid, and the long refidence 
of the Nabob Mahomed Ally's ffecond fori 
the Ameer Ul Omrah at that place, have 
rendered it the favourite eftablifhment of 
the Muflulmen to the fouthward of the 
Coleroon. The two great Pagodas of Jum- 
bakiftna and Seringham, on the adjacent 
ifland of Seringham, con^itiand the venera- 
tion pf Gentoos j while every fpot on that 
G 3 ifland 
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ifland on the oppolk« or northern fide erf* the 
Goleroon, about Semiavera;n. and V(>ljkon-f 
dah, as well as on the plams of Tritchino* 
ipoly, are recorded for the Hoody contefts of 
ChundaSaheb, Aftruc,CILvc^ and Lawreace; 
and mark with clailical reverence the fcene 
tJf thofe atchicveraeatSt Biit above all, it 
becomes importanr ia a political and mili^ 
tary view, as the ftrongeft and mbft ad- 
vanced gaififon upon your frontieiis towards 
the tCTiitories of Myfore, an<t the beft po^ 
fition for cantoning your army, in order to 
menace that power *• 

The country of the CoUeries, including 
the territories of Tondiman, McUore, and 
Nattira, extends from the fea-coaft to the 
confines of Madura in a range, of fixty 
miles by fixty-five f* With the exception of 

fome 

: * See my Letter to the Boards dated the 26th of April 
1784. 

t Tondiman is lt(k uncultivated than his neighbours, 
md has at all times proved himfelf the moil faithful ^d^ 

btxtnt 
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fome ipotei which have accidentally beea 
eultirated^ U h overgrown with thickets, 
and inhabited' hy favage tribea. Before that 
country cau. be. rendered valuable, .the 
^oods muft be cleared, the fjtrong holds 
occupied, and the CoUeries compelled to 
relinquifh their predatory habits: for, in 
its prefeat condition, fertile trads are loft 
to cultiyation, and thq wild inhabitants^ 
amounting to 30 or 40,000 men in arms 
under difSbrent Chiefs,, are ever ready tp 
tncreafe th^ public danger in the moments 
of hoftility. 

The territory of Shevigunga, or the Lit- 
tle Marawa, ftretches from the fea-coaft , 
on the eaft, to the diflrids of Mellore and 
Madura on the weft, and from the country 
of Tondiman and the Nattam CoUeries 

Hereot of ^he Nabob and of the Company. The father of 
the prefent Chief, by his firmnefs and attachment, in the 
days of General Lawrence, foppli^d the force at Tritchi- 
nopoly with provifions, at a time whep their caufe feemed 
defperate. And the Nabob, fenfible of the obligation, 
ever af ceswards exempte4 |iim from tribute. 

G 4 upon 
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upon the north, to the territories of the 
Great Marawa on the fouth; containing 
about fifty miles in length and forty 
in breadth. The foil in general is un- 
friendly to the growth of corn, though not 
quite deftitute of running ftreams or arti- 
ficial refervoirs; but the country is over- 
grown with thorns and bufhes. The 
woods of Calicoil extend neatly forty 
miles in , circumference. They are fe*- 
cured with barriers, and other defences 
around the fort of Calicoil, which is fituated 
in the centre of the thickets, and confidered 
as a refuge from exa(5ion or invafipn* 
Thefe. woods, md the furroijnding country, 
abound with ftieep and cattle : — the inha- 
bitants are numerous, and can bring 
12,000 fighting men into the field, armed 
with fwords, pikes, fpears, and firelocks. 
Though lefs barbarous than the Colleries 
their neighbours, yet arts and induftry have 
made little progrefs amon.g them. The 

country 
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country is capable of great improvement, 
but at prefent hardly yields more than five^ 
lacks of rupees to the Rajah, who pays 
one lack and 75,000 rupees to the Nabob 
of Arcot*. The Rajah is of the Taver 
family, and a defcendant of the fovereigns 
of the Great Marawa, from which Shevi- 
gungawas feparated at no very dlftant'period. 
At the reduction of this territory in 1 773 
by General Jofeph Smith, the Rajah having 
been killed, his widow, then with child, 
and fbme of the leading people of the 
country, efcaped into the Myfore domi- 
nions, and there lived under the protedibn 
of Hyder Ally, until the commencement 
of the late war. During that period, the 
country was managed by a renter ; and, in 
quiet times, the people acknowledged them- 
felves to be tributaries of the Nabob Maho- 
med Ally. But while their woods and 
barriers are fufFered to remain, their difaf*' 

1^ Mahpnied Ally. 

fedioa 
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fidioa may be dreaded on the firfi profped 
^f their profiting by* difturbance* 

« The Gre^t: Marawa, or Rajah of Ranx- 
Aad| occupies a country fifty miles in 
length, aiad thirty in breadth, extending 
£rom the bouadaries of Shevigunga and. 
Mellore upon the north, to the fea upon 
the eaft and Ibuth, and to the confines of 
Tinivelly our the weft. — Nature has heei^ 
little more propitious to this principality^ 
than to that of Shevigunga ; yet arts and 
ijiduftry have made fuperior progrefi.— r 
Thje country i$ well peopled, the inhabit- 
ants are civijifed, and the villages fuH of 
wep-vers, who ir^anufadure the cottons pro^ 
4uced by the adjacent lands. The city of 
Ramnad, where the Rajah ufually refides, 
is larg^, an,dt refpedably fortified. The 
feaf coaft \» ftirted with a track of open 
w:ood]afid, thj^t feelters innumerable herds 
of cJittle. The revenues are equal to five 
lacks of rupees a year, and the tribute to 

the 
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the Nabob is one lack and 75,000 ru|»e^ 
The reduaion of the country ia the year 
*773 by General Jofeph Smith, and a gan> 
fen of the Nabob's troops QonftanUy fliay 
tioned in the capital, have deprived td« 
native prince even of perfonal friSQ^fib 
Still however he is venerated by GenC€>o% 
on account of his high defcent, and a& the 
guardbn of the facred waters and Paigoda 
of RamifqruQCU 

I come novr to the fiate of Madumt^ 
bounded by Mellore on the eaft, by the 
Nattam CoUeries on the north, by the 
country of Din Jigul, belonging to Hyder, 
on the weft, and by Tinivelly on the fouth. 
Its territory is not more than forty-five miles 
in length and thirty-five in breadth, and its 
annual revenue is diminifhed to 34,000^ 
When the Gentoo Rajah Trimalnaigue 
reigned there in the laft century, his terri- 
tories extended over many parts of the 
fouthern countriesi^ His treafures were 

great, 



9£ AVIEWOFTHE 

great, and the monuments of magnificence 
left by him, which are hardly furpaffed in 
any age or country, ftill remain a melan* 
choly contraft with prefent poverty and de- 
population. The gallant refiftance made by 
Mahomed IfToof, when he difclaimed al- 
legiance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally, is a 
fufficient proof that when the works are in 
repair^ this place may be defended againft 
the moft powerful Indian enemy ; while its 
vicinity to the country of Dindigul, belong- 
ing to Tlppoo Sultaun, renders it a pofidon 
of capital importance in the event of any 
fiiture operations againft that power. 

The laft but not the leaft confiderable 
of your fouthem territories is Tinivelly^ 
which is divided by a ridge of inaccelfible 
mouatains on the north firom the wild val* 
leys of Watcap and OutumpoUam belonging 
to Tippop Sultauiu It ftretches to the con^ 
lines of Madura and R^mnad on the norths 
tjA and caft^ reaches |o the &a iqxm the 
9 fouth. 
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fouthj and borders on the weft with the 
Rajahfhip of Travancore, both terminating 
liear Gape Comorin. Its furface is generally 
flat from the fea coaft, till it approaches 
the mountains on its northern boundary. 
Nature has been peculiarly bountiful to 
this province : — The rivers by which it is 
interfered, enfure luxuriant crops of rice, 
and the drieft parts yield cotton in abun- 
dance. The produdions that enrich the 
neighbouring ifland of Ceylon would flouriflx 
here, and might render us the rivals pf the 
Dutch in the cinnamon trade: but the 
particular tenure under which Tlnivelly 
has been held, the convulfions it has 
endured from the firft intrufions of the 
Muflulmen in the courfe of this century, 
and the depravity of its rulers, have 
counteraded the benefits of nature. Even 
when a native Rajah governed this pro- 
vince, the flat and open country only 
was reduced, and was let for fpecific 
films to great renters, who were itrvefted 

with 
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with defpotic powers, and harafled the 
peaceful fubjeft ; while various leaders, 
j^flefling Gonfiderable territory, maintained 
armed force, and withheld their ftipulated 
tribute on the firft appearance of difturb- 
ance. Thefe chiefs, who at prefent amount 
in number to thirty-two, are capable of 
bringing 30,000 brave though undifciplined 
troops into the field ; they have alfo for- 
tified towns and ftrong-holds in the moun-. 
tains, whither they retire in cafes of emer- 
gency. 

Befide the territory that thefe chiefs, who 
as well as their fubjeds are called Polygars, 
poffefs under the range of hills that forms 
the northern boundary of Tinivelly, many 
of them hold ample tracks in the flat and 
cultivated country. Adverfe to induftry, 
they fuffer their own pofTeflions to remain 
wafte, while they invade each other, and 
plunder thdr induflxious neighbours. Such 
is the dread of thofe ravagers, that every 

diftria 
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diftrift in the province has been forced 
to » purchafe their forbearance by enormous 
contributions. In this fituation, you have 
rather caufe to wonder that your fuperin- 
tendant, Mr. Irwin, fhould have been 
enabled to procure fo large an increafe of 
revenue, than that the produce of thid 
country fhould in no recorded ^period have 
born any proportion to its natural advan- 
tages. 

The preceding obfervations can only be 
confidered as a hafty outline of the Com- 
pany's pofleflions fouth of the Coleroon ; 
which, in extent, are nearly equal to the 
Camatic ; but in point of foil, water, fitua- 
tion, and capability of improvement, fur- 
pafs any diftrid under your control. 

The calamities with which the invafion 

of Hyder Ally in 1781 overwhelmed the 

Carnatic, fell heavily upon the fouthern 

countries. No fooner had the multitudes 

9 under 
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under that ravager poured down from the 
piountains of Myforc, than defolation ex- 
tended acrofs the Coleroon. Thoufands 
of his plunderers overran the countries 
of Kiv^lore, Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and 
Madura; A moft luxuriant crop^ with 
which the ground was at that time co- 
vered, was inftantly fwept off, and every 
water- dyke and embankment totally de- 
Itroyed. The inhabitants who efcaped the 
fword, fought fhelter in the forts j where, 
adding mifery to diftrefs, they perifhed 
in the ftreets; while the whole country, 
laid wafte by fire and ^ fword, exhibited 
the fad reality of a general conflagration. 
At length Hyder, having left nothing 
to deftroy in the Carnatic, and regardlefs 
of our force, which from the time of Colo- 
nel Baillie*s defeat had never ventured 
from its encampment near Madras, re- 
folved to lead in perfon his vidtorious army 
to the fouthward. After remaining foiiie 
weeks encamped within random Ihot of 

Tanjore, 
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•Tanjore, he proceeded to imrfift Tritchino- 
:poly, an4 threatened to^ fill up the ditch 
with his Moormen's (Kppers* The repeated 
checks fuftaincd by the Company's troops 
in that quarte;:, the corps that Hydeir had 
cut off, and thp forts he had reduced, fpread 
£0 general a confternation, that the inir 
portant and defehcdefs garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly feemed ready to furrender. In that 
event the fouthern countries muft have 
fubmitted to his^ power, had not the repulfe 
of Sir Eyre Coote's army againft Chilum- 
brum elated -Hyder with the hopes of 
defeating the only force that could endan- 
ger his conqueft. This induced him to 
renounce^ more folid, though lefs brilliant 
jprofpefts, and to fight the battle of the 
I ft July 1 78 1 at Porto Novo. 

r 

Notwithftanding his ill fuccefs in that 

engagement, and his perfonal abfence from 

the fouthward,"our affairs in that quarter 

ftill remained in great confufion. The Tan- 

H jorc 
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jore country was occupied by the enemy^ 
who fecured its crops and cattle, repulfed 
the Company's troops at Tricatapooly, Put- 
ticottah, and Trivelore, and confined them 
within the fort of Tanjore. ITiere^ the 
granaries were empty, the Rajah^s fubjeSs 
difafFeded, and he himfelfaccufed of nego- 
tiating with Hyder, and of introducing 
arms clandeftinely into his palace. He 
likewife fufFered the whole crops of his 
country to be colle<aed by the enemy^ 
while he refifted every fblicitation to fill 
his magazines, and provide for impending 
events. 

The defeat of Colonel Braithwaite la 
February 1782, and the lofe of his detach-* 
ment (attacked by a powerful army under 
Tippoo Sultaun), would have proved a 
deadly blow, had it not bjeen warded off by 
the a^ive abilities and conciliating manner% 
of Mr. Sulivan, to whom tl^e fafety of Tann 
jore and of all the fouthern provinces was 

thea 
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ttcn juftly afcribed. The fubfequcnt cap- 
ture of Colonel Hotne^ proceeding to the 
fouthward from the Prefidency with mili- 
tary fupplies, added extremely to the diftrefs 
and embariraflment experienced at Tanjore. 
In the provinces fouth of Tanjore and 
Tritchinopoly, the profpedl was not left 
alarming. The Great Marawa country was 
infefted by a hoft of rebels under Maupely 
Taver, a relation of the reigning family, 
who over-ran the territory, occupied its beft 
pofitiohs, and for many months invefted the 
garrifon of Ramnad* 

The Little Marawa country was (Ton- 
trolled by PeiTy and China Mordeen, who 
after the murder of the late Rajah in 1773, 
had fled to 'the protedtion of Hyder, and 
feturning at the time of his invafion, 
maintained the country' under his autho- 
rity, keeping the infant Rajah a ftate-pri-* 
foncr, and ravaging the territories of the 

Company and Nabob. 

H2 Thp 
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The diftrids of Madura, Mellore, and 
Palemery, were fo harafled with CoUenes^ 
Polygars, and the enemy, that your troops 
and fubjeds were often attacked within 
range of the' forts, and the fentries fired at 
on the works. All the Polygars oi Tini- 
Yelly were in rebellion, and clofely con- 
nedied with the Dutch government at 
Colombo, from whence attempts we're me- 
ditated, in conjuiidion with them, and 
with Maupely Taver, to reduce thofe 
Countries and the Marawa dominions,^ 
Near ioo,coo Polygars. and CoUeries were 
in arms throughout the fouthern provinces, 
and, being hoftile to Government, confi- 
dered public confufion as the only fafeguard 
againft punifhment. To reprefs thefe put- 
rages, and to retrieve your affairs in the 
prefent exigency, your fouthern force was 
inadequate. The treafury was drained,—- 
t]ie country depopulated, — the revenues ex- 
aded by the enemy, — and the troops undif- 

« . ciplinedj 
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cipfined, poorly fed, and unfuccefefuUy com-* 
manded*. 

The complicated daxigers ariflng from 
this fituation of th^ country induced you,, 
in September 1783, to fend a reinforce-? 
meat of Europeans and Artillery to th§ 
Southward, under the command of Colonel 
Lang. You were led to hope that this de-? 
tachment, when reinforced by the troops to 
be collected from every quarter of the 
South, might have materially proqioted the 
views of Colonel Humberftpne, who was 
then at Paniani, preparing to proceed agalnft 
Palacatcherry, and to penetrate into Coim- 
batour, according to the plan fuggefted by 
Mr. Sulivan, approved of by your Lordfhip 
apd th? ^oarcj, and afterwards carded iAto 

* Soch was theftatc of afl^irsto the Southward when 
liOrd Macartney's Government commenced, and for 
fome time afterwards authority in military matters was, 
veiled in Sir Eyre Coote by the Supreme Board ; but 
as A)on as that authority was reftored to the Governor 
and Seled Committee, they made the mo{^ me|-itorip^& 
ffforts tOvprovide for the fafety of the fouthern countries. 

H 3 execution 
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exeeutlon by myfelf. But from a variety 
of circumftances it happened, .that the 
operations of Colonel Lang were confined 
to the reduction of Caroor, Aravarcour— 
chy, and DindiguL Being limited in his 
movements to thofe diftrifts of the enemy, 
and to the track between Negapatam, Tanr? 
jore, and Tiitchinopoly, the fouthern coun-v 
tries continued nearly in their former ftate 
of defolation. Many as the reprefentationsi 
were that reached your Board on this fub-f 
jedt, it would have been defirable for you 
in perfon to have beheld the malverfations 
that had been committed, the miferies that 
were endured, and the patience of your 
fubjeds under unfupportable grievances. 

The ravages of the enemy, however, 
were by no means the greateft evils that 
thofe diftrids had fuftained. There were 
inherent and increafing caufes of decline ; 
cultivation was neglected, — the hufband- 
men were killed or driven off, — ^the cattle 

were 
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were wild, — and the fields were delblate. 
Yet over this wilderhefs, the Renter, the 
Amuldar, the Monagar, the Tefleldar, and 
911 the inftruments of public cxaftion, ty-* 
rannifed with unabating rigour. The forts, 
excepting Tanjore, were neglected and de- 
caying ; — the military florins had been in a 
great meafure expended or embezzled; and 
thofe that now remained were ill conftrudted 
and worfe arranged ;«-^the military Store*^ 
keepers, Grainkeepers, Paymafters and Com'»- 
miflaries, belonging to the civil fervice, were 
habituated to difavow any controlling power 
in the Commandant of the place j^ — nor 
were the exhortations and example of Mr, 
Sulivan fuflficient to corred. the evil. Hence 
diforder arofe in thofe departments. The 
civil and military, the King and Company's 
officers, were at variance. The adherents 
of the Nabob were loud in their complaints 
iagainft Europeans, while the Tanjorines 
extended their averfiou to all clafTes pf our 
countrymen. The large arrears due to the 
H 4 troops, 
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troops/ and othei* grievanees, rendered it 
impradicable for officers to maintain ftrifl: 
difcipline in their corps ; as i% required the 
utmoft efforts to prevent mutiny among 
men, who, brave and faithful as they uut 
doubtedly were, coul4 hardly be blamed 
for clamour and complaint when reduced tq 
procure fubfiftencq by felling their pwn 
children ! 

The difcordant powers of the civil fer- 
vants in the different departments increafed 
the evils already enumerated. Such wa^ 
the extent of thofe evils, that the ableft 
perfons at one time defpaired of retrieving 
your affairs in that quarter ; nor was it held 
practicable to maintain the fouthern army 
in the field, difpirited by defeats and 
deflitute of refources*. 

• No circum (lance could tend more clearly to ewnce 
the meritorious ^ofts pf Lord Macartney, than his having 
been able to retrieve the foathern provinces from the 
wretched condition to which he found them reduced on his 
^cceiSon to the Government. 

Some 
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Borne preceding incidents, however, prov- 
ed the inefficiency of that defenfive fyftem 
under which the Carnatic war had beea 
conducted, indicated ofFenfive 'operatioa, 
as the only means of future prolperity,^ 
;tnd cpnfiFmed the merit of thofe endea-^ 
yours made by your Lordfhip and the 
Board to attack the enemy in his own poC- 
ieffions*. On this principle Colonel Hum- 
berftone had afied on the Malabar coaft. 
He obliged Tippoo Saib to march acrofe 
the peninfula, and to retire with lofs £rom 

♦ Lord Macartney's Cyfkem of promoting oFenfive ope- 
rations againfl Tippoo Sultaun does him peculiar honoar; 
not only on account of the judgment that fuggefled thefe 
id^as^ and the vigour with which they were carried into 
execution in mqments of gfeat difficulty, and agaiaft the 
opinions of powerful opponents, but alfo from the emU 
sent fttccefs with which they were attended. £e£dct 
direding the fouthern army to penetrate into the richeft 
pofleffion^ of Tippoo Sultaun, his Lordfhip reinforced the 
Malabar army under Colonels Macleod and Humberiione« 
f nd formed a confideiable force in the Northern Circars, 
under Geperal Jones ; thus difh-adting the enemy's atten- 
tion, and enabling the £ngU& arm? to regain their 
gfccodepcy* 

the 
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the engagement in November 1782 at Pa^* 
niani*. The ful?fequent fuccefs of Gen€-# 
ral Matthews againft Mangdore, Bedda-^ 
^ore, and the principal forts of the adjacent 
icountries, ftill farther Evinced the wifdoin 
of Mn Sulivan*8 opinions, and of Colonel 
Humberftone's operations. Tippoo wa$ 
ferced to march from Arcot to Beddd* 
nore; bia father's death in December 1781 
having made him crofs the peninfula from 
Paidani to Arcot. This event relieved the 
Carnatic, and waa the firft circumftance 
during the war that gave a turn to pur 
aifairs. For the movements and counter- 
movements of the Carnatic army, and 
even the repeated defeats fuftained by 
Hyder, had proved of little ultimate avai| 
in the decifion of the conteft, 

* It is impoflible for me to do juftice to Colonel Ham'- 
)ierftone as a man and as an officer. A narrative of tlie 
/ervices he performed in cpmmand of the forces on the 
Malabar coall« would afford convincing proof of his dif* 
tingniihed military talents, and add to the regret which 
his untimely lofs occafioned in the mi^d? Pf ^U who kneur 
)us merits and his charaden 

A? 
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At this crifis it was fortunate for die 
Englifh interefts, that your Lordfhlp and 
the Boar4 refolvcd to dircft the fouthern 
troops to make every effort againft the 
enemy* The firft objeft of my command 
was to augment our field force, by batta- 
lions from Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, and Ti- 
nivelly* The zealous Jupport of Mn Sulivan 
^nd Mr. Irwin fpeedily enabled me to equip 
the army, and to profecute ofFenfive opera- 
tions ; which your Lordfhip and the Board 
judged to be effcntial to the re-eftablifhment 
pf the public welfare^ 

The high fenfe I entertained of the 
treaty formed by Mr. Sulivan utidcr your 
Government, for the reftoration of the 
anciei^t Gentoo family of Myfore, formerly 
depofed, and ftill confined by Hyder, was 
only equalled by my attachment to the 
fyftem of conciliating all clafles of the 
natives. This was no lefs congenial with 
the general tenor of your conduft, than 

with 
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with the fpirit of Mr. Sulivan's negotia-i 
tionvS and was requifite to .give efFe£t to 
his enlightened views* ' In fupport of thefc 
ideas, the abilities as well as influence of 
the Bramins rendered it eflential to treat 
them with particular indulgence; and by 
fimilar attentions the numerous Polygars 
of Dindigul v^ere reconciled to ,our inte- 
refts, as has been fully evinced by the 
fupplies derived from thofe poflMions whila 
under our Government* 

The dependents of his highnefs the Ne^-z 
bob* felt themfelves extremely humbled 
by the aflignment c£ his territory to the 
([lompany. For however eligible and indif-* 
penfable this meafure might appear on 
principles of public neceffity, it could, 
not fail to deprive his adherents of their 
power and fituation. As far as depende4 

♦ As the dependents of the Nabob arc in general Ma- 
]k9nietans> this obfervation doe^ not apply to the Gen- 
toos» who form the great body of inhabitapts in the Na, 
hob's co^ntr3r, 

ppoQ 
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Upon me I endeavoured to convince them 
^1, that their wants fhould be relieved, their 
rights prote£ked, and their confequence 
maintained. They were pleafed to credit 
my declarations, and by thefe means we 
rcftrained the diflatisfadion of the inhabit- 
ants and native foldiery, many of whom 
are warmly attached to the Nabob, and were 
ready to burft forth in the moft alarming 
difordersl The fame principle formed the 
rule of my conduct towards the Rajah of 
Tanjore and the other chiefs whofe countries 
fell within the limits of my command— 
confcious, that all our meafures refpeding 
the native Princes and their fubjeds, {hould 
be direded by liberal conceffion and unbi- 
afled juftice. 

My next endeavour was, in conjundion 
with Mr. Sulivan, to unite all defcriptioHs 
of men in cordial exertions to retrieve the 
public interefts, and to enure the troops to 
difcipline and enterprife j without which 

they 
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they neither eoiild be fubfifted, not coiiid' 
we hope for any reputable termination of 
our ill-fated conteft. That thefe attempts 
have not proved entirely unprodudive of 
important public benefits, has beeh repeat- 
edly teftified by your Board in terms moft 
flattering to myfelfi 

By thq 25th of May, the army mafched 
from Dindigul towards Daraporam, t^^hich 
fell to IK on the ad of June*. That 
vahia^Ie place affords ample fupplies of 

grain 

* The particulars of the attack and ruirender of this 
place are exprefTed in my Letter of the zd of June, 
addreiTed to the Governor and Sele^ Comsnittee. One 
circQinftance deferves to be mentioned^ in order to prove the 
ingenuity of intelligencers in India. When the army en-« 
camped before Daraporam> it was not pradlicable to ap« 
proach fo c.ear the fort as to determine with precifion the 
moft advantageous point of attack ; but a Braman Har- 
carrah explained every particular refpeding the pofition of 
the works, and the nature of the ground adjoining to the 
place^ in fnch terms as enabled me to draw a plan from hi» 
defcription. The Adjutant General Captain Oram did> 
the fame, from the accounts of another intelligencer. 
On comparing the two plans, thus drawn from verbal 

informa* 
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grain and cattle, is capable of confiderablc 
defence, and is far advanced in the enemy's 
country, being equally diftant from the two 
coaft& Although the pof^ion of an army 
there would always be of eminent advan«t 
tage, it was mote peculiarly fo -when we 
reduced it, becaufe Tippoo . Sultaun had 
recovered Beddanore, captured Genera^ 
Matthews, and invefted Mangalore, The 
fouthern army was not in fufficiefnt ftren^h 
to think of marching to Seringapatam^, and 
was fo far from beittg able to oppofe^the 
whole power of Tippoo Sultaun, that wft 
could not even afford td garrifon Darapo^ 
ram, and were obliged to deftroy the fortifi*; 
cation. Yet we might affuredly have re-^ 
duced the rich tra£t that lies below the 

informatioiiy we found fuch topographical refemblanco 
that we inarched a body of troops in a dark nighty 
croiTed a river, and occupied a ilrong ppficion withii| 
400 yards of the fort, from whence we eredied our batte« 
riei and effefted a breach. 

* The capiul of Myfore. 

moun--' 
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mountains of My fore*, which would pro^ 
bably have forced Tippoo Sulfaun to raife 
the fiege of Mangalore, and march his .main 
body againft us ; or if Tippoo had perfifted 
againft Mangalore, we fhould have amply 
fubfifted the army, have reduced a valuable 
territory, and prepared 'for mofe important 
conquefts. 

: General Stuart^s order on the 31 ft of 
May, to march; to wards him at Cuddelore 
with th^ utmoft expedition, obliged mc 
to. refinquifh thofe . advantageis. You 
were pleafed. to think . favotirably of my 
precautions foi the defence, of Dindigul^ 
which was garrifpnqd ^ith the fixth Car- 

* Extending from Caroor to Combatour» and from 
the bottom of the hills to the confines of Madura and 
Tritchinopolf, A country abounding in eVery kind of 
produdtfOn for the fupport of arm!es> and which may be 
ionfidered as a chain of magazines eftabliftied by Tippoo 
Sultaun for the invafion of the Southern Provinces, ia 
the fame manner as the Burmaul country may be con« 
iidered as afTording him the means of invaiion on the 

natic 
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natic. battalion, and a body of the Nabob's 
independents*. Some heavy guns and mi-» 
litary ftores were likewife thrown iiito the 
place, and dire<Stions given that grain might 
be colle£ted^ vrood prepared^ and every cf* 
fort made to cnfure a defperate reliftaiice* 
The fort of Aravafcourchy:f had been de- 
ftroyed foon after its reduiSion ; and^ in obe- 
dience to your orders refped:ing the demoli- 
tion of CaroorJ^ mines were conftrudted, and 
the works btown up* My inftrudions to the 
fouthern commandants refpeCting the diftri- 
bution of their troops, and preparations for 
defente^ likewife received your commend-*' 
dtioh. 

* f)in(ljgul isfituatedin a ricH valley of tne fame name, 
about fifty milei fomh-weft from Caroor. The town is 
large, and well fortified; its principal flrength confifb in 
a Very high atid almoft inicceffible rock, on which there is' 
a iortrefs thkt might be rendered impregnable : but the 
fouthern army took the place by ilorm in May 1783. 

f Aravarcourchy was taken by ^flault ifi A|)ril. 1783. 
About 500 peojile were killed in the attack. 

X Caroor is a place of very confiderable ftrength, fifty 
tdil^s fjTom Tritchinopoljr, on the frontiers of the Myfort 
dominions ; was reduced by the fouthern army in April 
1783, after fcveral weeks of open trenches, and contained 
great quantities of provifions, ftores, ajid ammunition. 

I Orx 
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On our arrival at Tritchinopoly in Jiine^ 
the troops were fupplied with grain, the 
gun-carriages repaired, cattle coUedted for 
the army, at Cuddelore, and boats provided 
for croffing the Cavery and Coleroon, 
which with two intermediate ftreams were 
then unfordable. At Munfurpet on the 
northern bank of the Coleroon, I received 
farther inftrudions from General Stu^art 
to march without delay to Cuddelore. 
The injundlions of your Boafd no lefe 
pointedly directed me to recrofs the river, 
and continue to the fouthward. But you 
had been pleafed to inveft me with a dif- 
cretional latitude of acting as exigencies 
ixjight require ; and intelligence had reached 
me that SufFrein's fquadron had anchored 
at Cuddelore, that a difembarkation of 
many thoufand men was intended, and 
that the Englifh army was harafled with 
the duty of the trenches. It appeared 
therefore to be moft congenial with the 
general tenor of your intentions, that we 
Ihould march towards General Stuart, being 
J ' confcious 
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confcious that the public fafety could have 
no exiftence if his army were defeated. 
Colonel Forbes, who remained in command 
of the fouthern provinces, infpired eyery 
one around him with a full reliance t)n his 
zeal and military talents ; and I fhall ever 
gratefully acknowledge, that on the firft 
communication of thofe proceedings, you 
were pleafed to honour me with your 
approbation* 

Upon our arrival within three forced 
marches of General Stuart's camp, a cefla- 
tion of hoftility with the French was 
announced, and we returned towards the 
fouthward*. The fame difpatches intimated 
General Stuart's fufpenfion, and that Ge- 
neral Bruce commanded the Cariiatic army» 
I wrote' to General Bruce, offering to make 
an unexpected movement againft the fort of 
Salem, which fecures the mofl important pals 
from the Carnatic into Myfore, and con-' 
tained many months proyillons for an army ; 
adding, that nothing would be requifite oa 

! •July 1783, 

la - the 
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t3ie part of General Bruce, but to fend a. 
force fufficient' to garrifon the place, until 
he could move thither with the troops from ' 
Cuddelore. The General finding it necef-^ 
fary t6 rejeft this propofal, wc left him to 
ftruggle with his diflSiculties, and proceeded 
to Munfurpet. 

My intention was to move next day by 
Tarriore to reinftate your tributary the 
Rheddey in his paternal inheritance, and 
to advance againil the forts and magaeines 
of Settimunguliim, Namcul, and Sankerry- 
durgum on the north of the Coleroon; from 
thence to crofs the river and befiege Erode, 
with a view of eftablifhing a ftrong garrifon 
at that place,, and in order to prepare fup- 
plies for moving, when fufficiently rein- 
ft)rced, againft Seringapatam. But our 
expedations were difappointed by your 
intimations of an armiftice with Tippoo 
Sultaun. 

During the courfe of thefe proceedings, 
it was found' impracticable to carry into 

exe- 
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execution the falutary meafures intended 
by your Board, for the re-eftabli£hment of 
public authority in your fouthern provinces, 
which unavoidably remained in their for- 
mer confufion. The Polygars, Colleriesj 
and other tributaries, ever fince the com* 
mencement of the war, had thrown off 
all appearance of allegiance. No civil ar- 
rangement could be attempted without a 
military force, and nothing lefs than the 
whole army feemed adequate to their re-^ 
dudtion. While fuch a confiderable portion 
of the fouthern provinces remained in 
defiance of the Company's government, 
it was vain to think of fupporting the cur- 
rent charges of the eftabliihment ; far lefs 
could we hope to reduce the arrears, and 
to prepare for important operations, in the 
probable event of a recommencement of 
hpftility. It became indifjpenfable thjcre- 
fore, to reftore the tranquillity of thpfc 
provinqes by vigorous military meafures, 

1 3 as 
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as the only means that could render them 
produdive of revenue ; and in this view, 
your wife arrangements for augmienting 
the fouthern force, proved not lefs bene- 
ficial, than in their influence on the opera-r 
tions againft the enemy. 

You had been pleafed to reinforce u$ 
with. 500 Europeans and two battalions of 
Sepoys under Colonel Stuart, immediately 
after the fiege of Cuddelore ; another de- 
tachment of equal ftrength marched tOr 
wards us under Colonel Elphinfton. It 
was my intention to have joined thofe 
corps at Dindigul, in order to a£t againft 
Tippoo, in cafe he fhould not accede to 
the terms propofed; but finding that the 
detachment could not reach Dindigul for 
many weeks, it appeared eligible to em- 
ploy the intermediate fpa.ce in fulfilling 
the objects already ftated. In concurrence 
therefore with the requifitions of Mn 

Sulivan, 
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Sulivan *, we proceeded to Mellore, in 
order *to awe the rebellious CoUeries of 
that diftria. We left a ftrong body en- 
camped there, and marched with the 
remaining troops on the •4th of Auguft to 
Shevigunga, about twenty miles eaft from 
thence. The two Murdeens, who rule 
the little Marawa, fled precipitately with 
their young Rajah to the woods of Cali- 
coil, and coUeded their force to the 
amount of 10,000 men: nor could they 
be prevailed onto return to their habita- 
tions and truft to my afTurances, 

Befides the immediate difcharge of their 
arrears of tribute, I demanded from their 
deputies 90,000, rupees, in compenfation 
to the Company for the ravages they had 
committed; and concluded with declaring^ 
that if thefe conditions were not fulfilled, 
we fhould attack their woods, ftqrm tlieir 

* Refident of Tanjore, and Superintendant of affigned 
refcnues of Tritcbinopoly and the Marawas. 

1 4 fcrt. 
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fort, and drive them from the country^ 
Notwithftanding the procraftinating fpirit 
of Gentoos, they paid near 40,000 rupees, 
and gav? fecurity for their remaining debt. 

The lenity and difpatch of this tranfac- 
tipn (for it was concluded in four daysl 
afforded a cordial fatisfadtion when con- 
trafted with the circumftances of the expe- 
dition in 1773, againft this very place. 
On that occafion the Rajah, trufting to the 
woods and barriers that i^urround the fort 
of Calicoil, and qxpedine to conclude thp 
bufineli by negotiation, conceived himfelf 
in fecurity whe^ the place was furprifed, 
jind he was filled on th? attack. I rejoiced 
^o mitigate the rigorous treatment whic^i 
^he delinquency of the fucceflbr, or rather 
qf his minifters, merited, in confideration 
of the feyerities which the predeceffor ha^ 

experienced* 

There next remained a more imports^nt 
\indertaking. The nume^-ous Polygars of 
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Tinivelly, who had rebelled on the com- 
mencement of the war, committed daily 
ravages from Madura to Cape Gomorin. 
They fubdued forts, and occupied diftri^ts 
belonging to the Circar*, or held by a 
tenure different from their own. Mr. 
Irwin, fuperintendant of Madura and 
Tinivelly, had repeatedly urged me to 
proceed againft the Polygars, in order to 
reftore tranquillity and recover the reve- 
nues. It was now for the firft time in 
my power to diredt my operations towards 
that quarter, at a moment when the moil 
powerful of the Polygars in confederacy 
againft your Government, and in alliance 
with the Dutch, had affembled 12 or 
14,000 men, and were adually befieging 
the fort of Chocumpetty, a Polygar place 
of foibe ftrength, below the hills that 
form the north- weft boundary of the pro- 
yincef 

♦ Circar means the ruling power of the country, and 
the detail of its rev^nuct 

Whca 
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. When it was determined that we fhould 
march into Tinivelly, during the interval 
requilite for Colonels Stuart and Elphin- 
flon's detachments to reach Dindigul, my 
object was to ftrike an unexpected blow, 
and to intimidate the Polygars into fubmif- 
fion. Of all the Tinivelly chiefs, the prin- 
cipal in power and iielinquency, excepting 
Shevigherry, was Catabominaigue : he was 
perfonally engaged at the liege of Chocum- 
petty, from whence his fort of Pandalam- 
coorchy, on the fouth-eaft quarter of Tini-. 
ifelly, is diftant more than feventy , miles* 
The ufual route to Tinivelly paffes by Ma^ 
dura; and the Polygars, hearing of our 
movement towards Shevigunga, expeclecj 
us in that diredion,. To favour this opi^ 
nioD, provifions for the arnvy were ordered 
to be prepared at Madura ; my real inten^ 
tion was perfedkly concealed ; and we 
moved off with the force from Shevigunga, 
in the evening of the 8th of Auguft, to Tri- 
pechetty, a pface twenty miles diftant on 

the 
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the fouthem border of the Mellore country. 
We there joined the remainder of the army* 
and leaving the feventh battalion and fome 
irregulars under Captain Oliver to reftrain 
the Colleries at Mellore, proceeded next 
morning by Pallemery, Pandalgoody and 
Naiglapour, and reached the fort of Panda- 
lamcourchy on the fourth day, being loo 
miles from Shevigunga*. 

As foon as the line approached the fort, 
a flag was fent, defiring the headmen to 
open their gates and hold a conference : 
they refufed. The eighteen-pounders were 
therefore halted in. the rear of an embank- 
ment facing the north-eaft angle of the 
works ; a hafty battery was conftruded ; 
and in three hours we were ready to open 
on the baftion. The works were manned 
with feveral thoufand people, and every 
circumftance denoted an intention of refift* 

* Fahrenheit's thermometer waa frequently above no 
^degrees daring theft marches. ^ 

ance. 
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ance. It waS material to ftorm without 
delay, in order to ftrike terror by difpatch, 
and alfo left Catabominaigue with his con- 
federate chiefs might haften to obftrudl our 
operations. We opened on the baftion; 
but finding ourfelves retarded by its thick^^ 
nefs, we refolvecf to breach the adjoining 
curtain^ and to render the defences of the 
baftion untenable by the befieged. They 
kept up a conftant and well-direded fire, 
and notwithftanding our utmoft efforts, it 
was dark before a pradicable breach was 
effefted. The attack was therefore deferred 
until the moon fhould rife. T^e ftorming 
party confifted of two companies of Eu^- 
ropeans, fupported by the thirteenth and 
twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions, and conti^ 
nued in the rear of the battery : the cavalry, 
the firft, and light infantry battalions, were 
polled at right angles with the other three 
falient angles of the fort, with detachments 
fronting each gateway, iA order to prevent 
the befi^ged from receiving fupplies, op 

making 
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making their efcape, while the other troops, 
remained to defend the camp, which was 
'within random-fhot. 

Our next objefl: was to remove a ftrong 
Ledge fronting the breach and furroundlng 
the whole fort, as is the pradice in the 
Polygar fyflem of defeijice. This danger- 
ous fervice was efFeded with unufual fkill, 
by Enfign Cunningham, commanding the 
pioneers J and about ten at night, with, 
the advantage of bright moon-fhine, the 
ftorm commenced. Our troops, after they 
gained the fummit cf the breach, found no 
fuflScient Ipace to lodge themfelves; and the 
interior wall having no flope or talus, they 
could not pufh forward from the fummit as 
they advanced. The defenders were nu- 
merous, and oppofed us fo vigoroufly with 
pikes and mufquetry, that we were obliged 
at laft to retire and reach the battery, with 
confiderable flaughter on both fides. Im- 
mediate meafures were taken to renew the 

charge j 
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dharge ; but the Polygars, dilpirited witft 
their lofs, abandoned the place, and fallie^ 
forth at the eaftern gate. 

The corps polled round^ the works were 
fo exhaufted by the preceding marches^ 
that many of the fugitives effeded their 
efcape : the reft were taken prifoners. The 
breach was covered with dead bodies, and 
the place contained a large aflbrtment of 
guns, powder, fhot, arms, and other mili- 
tary uores, which were of courfe applied ta 
the ipublic fervice : 40,000 pagodas were 
alfp found, and immediately diftributed to 
the troops. Your Board were pleafed ta 
confirm the diftribution, on the footing of 
prize-money ; than which no meafure could 
more efFedually tend to animate the army 
in our after-operations. Some other fadls 
refpeding thefe tranfadionsj and the treaty 
between the Dutch Government of Co- 
lombo arid Catabominaigue (of which the 

original was taken in his fort), were referred 

to 
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to in my letters of the 1 3th of Auguft, ad- 
drefled to your Lordfhip and the Board*. 

Having 'left Captain Jacobs with five 
companies of the 25th battalion to garrifon 
the place, I proceeded to Palamcottah, in 
order to infpedt the ftate of that fort ; and 
from thence moved with the army by Shan* 
kanakoil to Shevigerry. It was hoped that 
the redudion of that ftrong-hold, belonging 
to the moft powerful of all the Polygars, ill 
addition to the fall of Pandalamcourchy^ 
would intimidate the lefs confiderable offend- 
ers, *and convince the whole confederacy 
that their treatment would be proportioned 
to their mifcondudt. Befides, the outrages 
committed by the Shevigerry Chief were 
^trocious,>and could not be forgiven with- 
out a total furrender of your authority; 
He had barbarpufly murdered Captain Qra* 
ham Campbell, and cut off a detachment 

* See the letter of the 13th of Aoguft, infertedin.the 
Appendix, 

under 
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under coinmand of that oflScer.' On fortnelf 
occafions, he had beat off confiderabltf 
detachments, arid avowedly protected your 
enemies, who thought themfelves feCure 
in the fort of Shevigerry* He had col^ 
levied magazines fufficient to fupply the 
Dutch force that was expe£ted from Co-^ 
lombo, as well as to refift the moft tedious 
blockade ; for he did not conceive his fort 
could be ftormed, and every circumftancS 
in his condudl marked, that he held him- 
felf beyond th^ reach of military power. 

On our arrival before the town of She- 
vigerry he retired to the thickets neai? 
four miles deep in front of his Comby*^ 

* 'livhich it covers and defends. He mahaed 
the whole extent of a ftrong embankment, 
that feparates the wood and open country ; 

• was joined by Catabominaigue, with other 
aflbciated Polygars, and rauftered 8 or 9,00a 
xnen in arms. 

* A ftrong-hold in the mountains/ 

lo 
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Iq the prelent inftauce lenity would have 
been accounted imbecility; but the ap- 
proach of Colonels Stuart and Elphinfton 
to Dindigul, and Tij^oo Sultaun's refufal 
of the propofed accommodation, rendered 
me extremely anxious to finifh this Poly- 
gar warfeire, in otder to proceed towards 
the enemy's frontiers* The Shevigerry 
chief and his affociates were therefore 
informed, that we meant immediately to 
attack the place, unlefs they would con- 
vene the Head Polygars of Tinivelly^ 
amounting to thirty-two chiefs, liquidate 
all arrears, and refund the amount of de« 
predations committed fince the commence- 
ment of the war, agreeably to authenti- 
cated vouchers in the different diftrifts. 
It was farthet intimated, that if they, on 
the part of the confederacy, would engage 
to pay 120,000/. in lieu of all demands, 
their propofal fhould be forwarded to the 
fuperintendant of revenue (Mr* Irwin), 
and on his acceptance, that the troops 

K would 
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would be withdrawn, and that they would 
be recommended to forgivenefs. They 
wiftjcd to confer with me, but refufed to 
vifit me in camp. As their diftruft arofe 
from various outrages committed againft 
them by former commanders, inflead of 
increafing their apprehenfions by refent- 
ment, I propofed to meet them alone and 
unattended at their own barrier; adding 
that if any accident befel me, it would not 
pafs unrefented. The Shevigerry chief, 
Catabominaigue, and the depofed Polygar 
of Ghocumpetty, with a large retinue, met 
me in front of their embankment. Before 
they finiihed their explanations, it was 
dark, and a mufket inadvertently fired in 
the rear alarmed our advanced picket, who 
thought it was aimed at me. To prevent 
the ill confequences of that miftake, I took 
leave of the Polygars, expreffing my wifh 
to hear of their acceding to the terms 
propofed. We refrained from hoftility 
next day, but finding that they trifled with 

our 
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our propofals, the line was ordered under 
arms on the morning following, and we 
made the diftribution of attack. It proved 
as defperate as any conteft in that fpecies 
of Indian warfare ; not only from the 
numbers and obftinacy of the Polygars, 
but from the peculiar circumftances which 
had acquired this place the reputation of 
impregnable. 

The attack commenced, by the Europe- 
an* and four battalions of Sepoys moving 
againft the embankment which covers the 
wood. The Polygars in full force oppofed 
us, but our troops remained with their 
firelocks ihouldered under a heavy fire 
until they approached the embankment ; 
there they gave a general difcharge and 
rulhed upon the enemy. By the vigour 
of this advance we got poffeflion of the 
fummit, and the Polygars took poft on the 
verge of the adjoining wood, difputing 
• every ftep with great lof§ on both fides. 

K 2 After 
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After reconnoitring, we found that the 
Comby could not be approached in fronts 
We proceeded therefore to cut a road 
through impenetrable thickets for three 
miles, to the bafe of the hill that bounds 
the Coraby on the weft. The pioneers 
iindier Enfign Cunningham laboured yrith 
indefatigable induftry; Captain Gardiner 
of the io2d fupported them with the 
Europeans, and Captain Blacker with the 
third and twenty-fourth Carnatic battalions^ 
advanced their field-pieces as faft as the 
road was cleared, Thefe were ftrength- 
ened by troops in their rear, forming a 
communication with thofe in front ; for 
this purpofe two other battalions were 
pofted within the wood, and as foon as 
we gained the embankment, the canip 
moved near it, and concentrated our force. 

We continued to cut our way under an 

unabating fire from 8,000 Polygars, who 

conftantly prefTed upon our advanced party, 

2 lufhed 
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rufhed upon the line of attack, piked 
the bullocks that were dragging the guns^ 
and killed many of our people* But thefe 
attempts were repulfed by pcrfeverance, 
and before funfet we had opened a paflagc 
entirely to the mountain ; it is extremi^ly 
high, rocky, and in many places almoft 
perpendicular. Having refolved to attack 
from this unexpected quarter^ the troops 
undertook the fervice and attained the 
fuinmit. The Poiygar parties potted to 
guard that eminence, being routed, after 
much firing on all hands, we dbfcended 
on the other fide and flanked the Comby« 
The enemy feeing us matters of the moun- 
tain, retreated under cover of the night, 
by paths inacceffibie to regular troops, and 
we took poffeflion of the wonderful recefs^ 
The particulars refpeding ordnance, ftores 
and provifions, found in the place, are 
ftated in my letter of the third of Septem- 
ber^. We left the third and ninth bat* 
* See Letter of the third of September, in the Appendix. 

K 3 talions 
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talions to fecure the magazines, and moved 
the army to Shevlepatore within four 
marches of Madura, in order to awe the 
northern Polygars of Tinivelly, 

It was little more than a month fince 
we had left Tritchinopoly. Your autho- 
rity was re-eftablifhed throughout the whole 
track that we had traverfed, extending more 
than 300 miles : and befides the arrange^ 
ment with the Shevigunga Rajah, we were 
matters of the two ftrongeft places belong- 
ing to the Polygars. We remained fome 
time in expeftation of their propofing a, 
general accommodation, but they knew 
that Tippoo ftill invefted Mangalore, and 
that we muft quickly join the force; at 
Dindigul. This intelligence corroborated 
their fpirit of procraftination. , I therefore 
convened the Vakeels*, whom the chief 
Polygars had fent to treat with me in 
camp, and direded them to inform their 

f Vakeels are deputies^ agents^ or ambafladors. 

refpedivc 
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rclpcdlive principals, that we fhould leave 
the province on the twenty-firft of Sep- 
tember ; adding, that if they did not return 
to their aH^egiance, I fhould make a vow 
to Siven, the Gentoo god whofe attribute 
is vengeance^ to march back and fpread de- 
ftrudtion throughout every poffefEon of 
the defaulting Polygars: this declaration 
alarmed the whole aflembly. My letters to 
Mr. Irwin exprefled my regret on leav- 
ing the province before any fettlement was 
concluded with the Polygars ; and in 
return he forwarded to m^ the terms on 
which he thought it expedient to reftore 
their forts to Catabominaigue and She- 
vigerry. 

Vakeels from thefe chiefs waited on 
me at Trimungulum*^ and ftipulated, in 
the name of their matters, that they would 
pay thirty thoufand chuckrumsf each, in 

* TrimuDgnlum is fifteen miles fouth-weil of Madara* 
f A chttckrum is fomewhat lefs than a pagoda. 

K 4 lieu 
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Keu of all preceding claims. They like« 
wife gave their bonds for fifteen thoufand 
pagodas, pr 6,000/. each, in confideration 
of the rcftitution of their forts. Obligations 
were farther exaded, that the defences of 
Pandalafticourchy fhould be deniolifhed^ 
that the guns, (lores, and ammunition 
Ihould be removed to Palamcottah; that 
the road which we cleared to the Comby 
of Shevigerry fhould continue open ; that 
the means of defence fhould be removed 
from the place, and that the fouthern 
commanders, and the Company's troops, 
fhould at all times be admitted within their 
forts and barriers : I concluded with in- 
junctions to obferve a more fubmiflive 
condud:, if they valued their lives, proper- 
ty, or pofterity. As foon as the reftitution 
of the forts and prifoners* could poffibly 
take place, the third and ninth battalions 

♦ Among the prifoner« there was a daughter of Cata- 
bominaigue, who« as well aa all the others, amoanting 
|Q inaoy handreds^ were treated with the utmoU attention. 

under 
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under Captain Mackinnon, were direded 
to march from Shevigerry, and to join 
the force at Dindigul, whither the army 
proceeded by the route of Madura, 

Your Lordfhip and the Board are not 
unacquainted with the unworthy practices 
by which the fertile province of Tinivelly 
. has fuffered fmce the difreputable expedi- 
tion thither under Maphuze Cawn and 
Colonel Heron. Their defeat by the Nat 
Coleries near Madura was not more dis- 
graceful, than the principles upon which that 
and fubfequent armaments againft the Poly- 
gars have been conduced. Though clear 
ftatements and Ipecific charges, leaving no 
retrofpedt of exadion, together with fimpli- 
city of arrangement, and difpatch in execu- 
tion, are the great barriers againft malverfa- 
tion, the oppofite^of fuch condud conftantly 
prevailed; until your Lordfhip and the 
Board afTumed the management of thofe ter- 
jtttpries, nothing was definite— nothing was 

• ' C0fi«i 
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concluded ; partial payments were received ; 
paft claims were left for future fettlement ; 
many months were wafted iiv fitting out an 
expedition, and ftill more in performing 
flight fervices. During the whole period of 
protradion, the Renter, the Amuldar, the 
Phouzdar, and the European commander, 
were reaping the harveft of corruption, and 
lowing for an after-growth of peculation. 
The Polygars are fubtle and acute : — they 
took advantage of fo corrupt a fyftem; — ^and, 
notwithftanding their internal feuds, they 
united againft a common invader. They 
adminiftered to the avarice of their oppo- 
nent by bribes, and to his paffion for com- 
mand by procraftination. Thus the pro* 
vince was impaired, — its cultivation failed, 
—its manufadures diminifhed ; — every new 
Colledor and Commander entailed new 
evils, and taught the Polygars to confider 
their pefhcufh* not as a juft tribute to their 

* Pcflicuih is th0 fum paid by thofe who hold of a fu>- 
perior. 

• fove- 
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ibvereign, but as a price to purchafe the 
forbearance of oppreflbrs. 

The conduft of Mahomed Iflbof Cawn 
deferves to be exempted from this general 
accnfation. While he ruled thofe provinces, 
his whole adminiftration denoted vigour 
atid eifedt : his juftice was unqueftioned,— 
his word unalterable, — his meafures were 
happily combined, and firmly executed;— 
the guilty bad no refuge from punifhment : 
his maxim was, that the labourer and the 
manufa£kurer Ihould be the favourite chil- 
dren of the Circar, becaufe they afford 
ftrength and comfort to the public parent; 
but that the Polygar and the Collery, 
though equally entitled to truth and juftice, 
have no pretenfion to indulgence, becaufe 
they are the worthlefs prodigals who wafte 
their own means and ravage thofe of others* 
" Let them become Zemindars," faid he, 
^* and cultivate their own lands, inftead of 
♦* plundering their induftriou$ neighbours; 

^' thea 
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** then they fhall be cheriflied: but while 
•* their habit is idlenefs, and their bufinefe 
** devaftation, I will treat every one as a 
** public enemy, who wields a pike, or 
** wears the turban of a Polygar/' On 
comparing the ftate of that country with 
his conduft and remarks, I found that wif- 
dom, vigour, and integrity were never more 
confpicuous in any perfon of whatever cli- 
mate or complexion. 

On my arrival at Dindigul, an order of 
encampment was tranfmitted to your Board 
in two lines*, containing one European 
and three Sepoy brigades, befides four flank 
battalions that dcted as a fifth brigade. Our 
artillery confifted of (ixty-five pieces of 
cannon with field-ammunition, and 10,000 
battering (hot; the engineers* department 
was flored with befieging tools and other ' 
implements j the pioneer corps was ftrength- 
cned; the cavalry, excepting three troops, 
were natives and irregulars; they amounted 
* See the annexed Plate. 

to 
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to 1000 men, and ferved to flank the bag- 
gage on the line of march. The Commif* 
iary of Stores department, including the 
coDveyance of artillery, required a nuroe-^ 
rou8 retinue of draught and carriage cattle ; 
thefe we had for feveral months ufed unre^* 
mitting eflforts to procm-e ; and by the aC 
fiftance of Mr. Sulivan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr, 
Johnfton, in addition to our own exertions, 
we dfembled a greater number of bullocks 
than ever were attached to any Engltih 
force ia India. 

The Agent Vidualkr was obliged to con- 
vey arrack and provifions.for 2000 Euro- 
peans» But'the bufinefsof the Grain-keeper 
was ftill more embarraffing; where 14,000 
fighting men and many thoufand public 
followers* wer« to be fubfifted, without 
money or other means of fupply, except 

* The public followers confift of Lafcars for the tents, 
drivers of bullocks, artificers, and doolymen to carry the 
|ck and wounded. 

fuch 
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fiich magazines of the enemy as wc were 
enabled to reduce. It had been the ufage 
of Indian commanders to levy duties on al^ 
articles bought or fold in the bazar or mar- 
ket of the army* Under whatever fandtion 
this cuftom took its rife, it is an odious tax 
upon the foldier for the benefit of his fupe- 
rior. 1 permitted no fuch pradicc. 

Another material objeft was the mode 
atid order of marching. — The pradice on the 
coaft has been to form the Sepoy corpsthret 
deep, and the Europeans two deep, and then 
to move by files with a ftrong advance guard, 
and a ftill ftronger rear guard, in order to 
cover the carts and other wheeled convey- 
ances that follow the line : the baggage isthea 
difpofed of on the right or left flank, ac- 
cording to the nature of fhe ground over 
which the army is to pafs, and covered by 
a ftrong force, to repel the rapid charges of 
the enemy's cavalry. 

It 
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It is afferted that many benefits attend 
this mode in India ; that if the line is at- 
tacked on either flank, it is enabled to form 
with much' celerity by a fimple movement 
of converfion ; and that if a charge be made 
in front or rear, the corps have only to ad- 
vance, or countermarch and form a front to 
the attack. But a large army marching by 
files is many miles in length, confequently 
there is little communication between dif- 
tant parts of the line j neither can a Com- 
mander obferve the whole extent, or know 
the ftate of different divifions. If in march- 
ing by files, a movement to the front or 
rear is neceflary in line of battle or by corps, 
much time is loft in the manoeuvre, and ia 
the precautions requiute in the face of an 
enemy. The Carnatic army, adhering to 
.this principle, have frequently been cannon- 
aded many hours before they could form 
the line for adlion, ^ 



To 
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To remedy tfaefe evils I propofed to 
form the army into five divifions, and to 
di^ofe them in fliape of what in another 
fcience is called a quincunx. The European 
brigade being ufually placed in the centre of 
the Kne, fhould form the centre divifioa of 
the quincunx, witfti a Sepoy brigade in 
front, another in the rear, and one on €ach 
flank : the battering train^ and baggage to 
move under cover of the divifion leafl: likely 
to be charged; and the brigades to move, 
not by files, but in columns, and at fuch 
diftances, that whenever it may be neceflary 
to ft)rm the line to the front, flank, or rear, 
«the centre brigade, and that which is to 
Ibrecome the right and left wings, may oc- 
t:upy the whole intermediate fpace. Thus, 
if the line be attacked in front, the centra 
'brigade and the two flank brigades immedi- 
ately form a line to the front, and the ad- 
vance and rear brigades take their ftations 
either as a fecond line, as a baggage-guard 

and 
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and a rcferve, or to extend the maiti line. If 
the line be attacked, or if it be meant to at- 
tack on the right or left flanks, the centre 
brigades, with the front and rear brigades, 
face to the right and left, and form the line, 
, while the two brigades that were the flank- 
divifions on the line of march are pofl:ed as 
circumfl:ances may require. Thus, in every 
poflible point of attack, the line is quickly 
formed, the baggage protefted, and the 
army pr€5)ared for a<iiion. 

Your inftrudtions of the i8th of Auguft 
direded me to renaain on the frontiers, 
ready to a£t ofFenfively, in cafe of an infrac- 
tion on the part of Tippoo Sultaun ; and for 
this pUrpofe, the army moved to re-oc- 
cupy Daraporam. We found that the ma- 
gazines which we left there in June had 
been greatly confumedj but there ftill 
remained a fortnight'a fubfiftence for the 
troops. 

h From 
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From the ultiinkc obje^ of a movemeut 
to the capital of Myfore, we had never de^ 
viated. Guns, fhot, and ftores, had beea col* 
leded from the fouthern garrifons, and nu** 
meroiis artificers were employed on our car^ 
riages and conveyance. The zeai ofMr# 
SuHvan, Mr. Irwin, and Mr* Hippifley^ 
had forwarded our views j and the Rajah 
of Travancore had been foKcited for an? 
advance of ftof es, in the event of dur mov- 
ing againft the fouthern pbAeffions of Tip-^ 
poo Sultaun. This could not fail to coin-* 
cide with the wifhes of the Rajah, which 
tndaced him to fupporC Colonel Humber-^ 
ffone on the Malabar coaft during the pre- 
ceding year, and to rcmforce his army with 
feveral battalions; 

• A c<>nfk^ni correfpo^eneJe ' W4* alfo ear- 
ned oft with the Zambrin, or ancient fove* 
reign of Calicut, and- the other Rajahs onr 
the Malabar fide of the peninfula who were 
^Skffi&ei to the Myfor^an uftirpation ; and 
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ho circilmftance was omitted that appeared 
conducive to the important operation which 
we had fo earncffly in view : but although 
the army had acquired ftrciigth and effi- 
Cttncy^ yet we poflefled not that fulnefs of 
equipment Which cannot bfe accomplifhed 
^ith ati empty trcafury; Tanjore and Trit» 
diinopoly tad not yet recovered from the 
calamities which they had experienced : the 
Mariwas arid Tinivelly were hew in their' 
allegiaricd. Thofe countries therefore, far 
from affording fiifficieiit payments for' the 
army, could hardly be fuppofed competent, 
tinder fuch circuniftatices, to defray the cur- 
tent fcharges of their gaf rifonsj although tlie 
wife arrangements of your fuperintendants 
gave lis every reafon to expert a rapid in- 
creafe of revenue. 

The gentlemen who Zealoufly fapplied Ud 

with ftores and conveyance, were obliged 

to employ their perfonal credit, trufting to 

the future folvency of Governmenf: the 

La native 
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native troops were twelve months in arrear: 
our ordnance, though numerous, was of in- 
convenient calibers: the carriages had fuf- 
fered by our continued marching : gunney- 
bags for carrying rice, copper hoops for 
powder-barrels, cordage for dragging the 
guns acrofs a country unexplored by ar- 
mies, and various other articles ia the Com- 
miflary of Stores* department, were defi- 
cient indeed, when compared with the fup- 
plies th^t the Carnatic army daily received 
from the Prefidency. Above all, the want 
pf money rendered it impoffible to pay the 
Head Black Men, who had employed bul- 
locks in the fervice for fuch a> length of 
time, that their private funds were exhauftedj 
and their faith in the Company impaired. 

During former wars there ever had been 
frequent payments to the troops, which en- 
abled them to procure fupplies from . the 
traders and inhabitants, even in the enemy ^s 
country. Under thefe circumftances, the 

con- 
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conveyance of many days provifion was not 
indifpenfably required: whereas the want 
of magazines and money left us no fecurity 
of fubfiftence, except the grain we could 
carry with us, or feize as we advanced : for 
tliis purpofe ftatements were procured of 
the grain depofited within two hundred 
miles of omr front and flank ; and feveral 
hundred people were employed on that and 
other bufinefs of intelligence. 

It was farther neceflary, not only to con- 
ceal our own intentions, but to difcovef 
thofe of the enemy ; for want of fimilar 
precautions, three Englilh armies had been 
cut off or taken prifoners in India, 

As no one Harcarrah can poflibly keep 
pace with the rapid movements of the My- 
fore cavalry, confidential intelligencers were 
cftablifiied at every confiderable town in the 
Myfore dominions, as well as in the ene- 
my's camp, and in the Durbars of tljie Ra- 
L 3 jahs 
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jabs inimical to Tippoo Sultaun. On tjbiB 
firft notice of any material incident, thefe 
intelligencers difpatched fiQall cadjcans*^ 
which were more rapidly cpnyeyed to rae, 
than any horfe could travpl, by Tappals or 
relays of CoUeries, ftationed at moderate 
diftance^, and unfufpe£ted by the eiiemy^ 
|Iarcarrahs, Peons, lubby-mercjiants, and 
Sepoys were alfo conftantly traverfing all 
parts of the enemy's cQui^try ; others, carry- 
ing difpatches to Madras and the fouthern 
provinces, to Travancore, to Cochin, tP the 
Malabar Rajahs, to General Macleod at Can-r 
nanore, to Colonel Campbell at IV^angalore, 
and to the Refidency at Telicherry, The in- 
telligence of every individual was carefully 
regifteted, and tended to confirm or to 
Refute the various intimations conftantly ar« 
Tivii^g. By thefe i^ean^, during many 
months of continued ms^rching through a 
country almoft unexplored, we never once 

* Cadjeans are thick leaves, rcfcmbling the papyrus, 
on vriiich the Geatoos write. 

8 failed 
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failed, in our fuppGes, nor did any iDateria! 
inti^nt e£:ape our knowltdgCii 

TIic difcretionary powers with which 
your Board invefted me, rendered it my 
peculiar duty to confider the mode of war-i- 
fare moft likely to diftrefs the enemy, The 
fyftem of a war in India, which is to depend 
oh field operations, muft ev^r be expofed to 
difappointment. In the war of 1767, 
General J, Smith purfued Hyder'3 army in 
a feries of rapid marches, in order to bring 
him to a decifive a£tion ; but Hyd^r, after 
leading him through the Myfore country in' 
various direftions, marched paft our army 
to Madras *, and intimidated the Govern^ 
jnent injo a difreputable treaty. 

It was obvious that our circumftances dic^ 
fioC admit of war on fuch conditions : that 
(Irong forts muft be reduced, territories pof-i- 

* Befbrt diis eYent took place. General J. Snrith wa« 
called to the Prefidency, and the army waa commanded 
ty Colpnel Fitzgerald. ^ ^ 

[ L4. feOed^ 
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feffed, their magazines and revenues render- 
ed produdiive j and that we muft proceed by 
unexpe6l:ed ftrides, to fuch pofitions as might 
preferve a communication =i^ith our own 
provinces, forming at the fame time regular 
ftages towards the capital of Myfore. This 
implied that we were to aft on the principles 
of a befieging army, to make lodgments 
as we advanced, and ftill to prefs forward ; 
to diminish the refources qf the enemy, 
while we ingreafed our own ; to oblige him, 
either to fufFer u§ to proceed unmolefted in 
the profecution of operation?, of which 
the ultimate objeft was the overthrow of 
his government, or elfe to compel him, in, 
the obftrudion of thefe proceedings, to 
afford us the wifhed-for opportunity of a 
qlofe engagement in the field, 'Such was 
the fyftem on which I propofed to afl:^ 
trufting that the ineflSciency of the oppofite 
or field fyftem, as evinced in the condufl: 
of the war of 1767, and in the late Carnatic 
war, would b$ held fufficient to induce a 

change 
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change of meafures ; for an army conftituted 
as Hyder's^ with a fuperabundance of 
elephants, camels, bullocks, and cavalry, 
muft out-marcb an army formed of infantry 
like ours, — unqualified by principle and 
formation to commit the devaftatidn of a 
Maratta or Myforean army. Our field 
operations are neither alarming to the 
enemy, nor produdive of advantage to our 
own caufej and our forces, when Confti- 
tuted for field operations only, pafs through 
a country, and leave no veftige of their 
fervices* 

On the fourth of Odober I reprefented 
our alarming fituation, in cafe Tippoo 
Sultaun fhould leave us long in a ftate of 
uncertainty; and added, that to remain 
upon the frontiers, in expedtation of events, 
would be impoffible, for we could not hope 
to procure more than a month's provifion 
within the diftrid : that to fall back upon 
the Company's fouthern pofleffions, would 

fruftratc 
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fiiiflrate your interuions^ and exhauft tha 
produce of thofe countries. Befidcs, fo large 
ftn army unpaid and unemployed, is ever at 
the mercy of the firft incid^snt that may 
occaApn difcontent. Thefe contiderationf 
induced me to folicit from your Lordfhip 
and the Board, ^, latitude of purveyance^ 
even in the enemy's country, in cafe bi^ 
protractions fhould endanger the fajEiety of 
the troops, fo critically fituatcd. 

On thefixteenth of October the army 
marched towards Pylny, about thirty 
miles fouth of Daraporam, in order to put 
the renter of Dindigul's family in pofleffion 
pf their inheritance, or petty Rajahfhip of 
Pylny. They aflured me of grain ancj 
cattle at that place j and this was the laft 
refource we had to exped, without 
advancing into the enemy's country, or 
falling . back on the fouthern provinces^ 
fn&oA fortunately, while impreffed, with th« 
approach of thefe impending 'difScultias, at^ 

pflSiciaJ 
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ofikial ktteir from Meff. Frith and Patter-f 
fon, members of the rcfickncy of Teli-? 
cherry^ informed me of ^ re-commence^ 
jnent of hoftility, on the part of Tippoq 
Sultaun, againft Mangalpre. I confequent* 
Jy held myfelf bound by your inftrudion$ 
of the eighteenth of Auguft, to take immer- 
diate meafures to refent the infraSioq, 

On the eighteenth of Oftober it became 
my duty to inform your Board, of the 
cmbarraffments under which we laboured, 
and to intimate my intention of moving 
in full force to the weftward. The imm^ 
diate objedt of this movement was the 
relief of Mangalore : the ultimate objeft 
was, the. rcduflion of Hyder's family, or 
at lead the attainment of a refpe£table 
accommodation. Our expectation of re^* 
Ueving Mangalore, by an aftual aj^ar-* 
an^e before the place, was exceedingly 
remote ; for we had not lefs than 500 miles 
of an enemy'« country io traverfe. There 

appeared 
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appeared but two pradicable movetaents of 
fuflScient moment to make Tippoo raife 
the (lege of Mangalore : the one was, to 
move by Coimbatour, Settimungulum, 
and the pafs of Gudjereddy, which leads 
up the ghauts or mountains on which the 
kingdom of Myfore is elevated, diredly 
to Myfore fort and Seringapatam : the 
other was, to move againft Palagatcherry, 

The defign I had formed of moving 
tp Tippoo's capital, with a view of form- 
ing a permanent eftablifhment, has been 
already ftated, . For this purpofe, an inter- 
qpiediate place of ftrength and refources was 
Inquired, to ferve as a magazine of ftores 
ajad provifions for the profecution of our 
undertakings, or to fecure a retreat if necef- 
fary. Neither Coimbatour, though the capi* 
talofarich Rajahfhip, nor Settimungulum, 
nor Ardenelli, which are the principal forts 
ia the dire£k road from Daraporam to the 
cUy gf Seringapatam, were of fufiicient 

ftrength 
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ftrength to juftify our truftingany of them 
as our main depofit. For the unexpe£led 
lofs of fuch a magazine, while the army 
might be feveral hundred miles advanced 
in an enemy's country, furrounded by a 
formidable force, might have fubjefted us 
to difafters, of which the Englifh ar- 
mies, defeated and taken prifoners du- 
ring the war, were melancholy remepi-. 
brancers. 

Pakgatcherry held forth every advantage, 
being a place of the firft ftrength in India, 
while its territory afforded a fuperabundance 
of provifion*. The mountains that bound 
the pafs which it commands, are ftrengthen- 
ed by thick forefts and furrounding woods; 
and the interfedions of the Paniani river, 
through deep rice grounds, concurred to 
enable a fmall body of in&ntry to defend 

♦ Palagatchcrry was completely rebuilt by Hyder fincc 
the war of 1767 with the Englirh, and was fumifhed with 
all the advantages of European condruftion and. defence. 

the 



the territory againft any number of horfe* 
It .farther commanded th^ Ctoly f)r2fta;U 
cable communfcatioift betwieii the toafts 
faf JGoroman<fel and: Malabar, arid promifed 
tos poflfcffion of all Xhe countriee frctoi Trit- 
chihopoiy by Darajporam^ iii a track of 
toore than 200 liiilesi— It ^eried tla^ 
inpans of fupply froni Travahcote^ Co* 
chin^ ^nd othei^ places on the Malabar 
coaft.-^— ^It afforded confidence to the Za- 
morin, and other difaffefted RajahSj from 
Cochin to Goa^ who were ftruggling to 
fhake off the yoke of Hyden-^*-It left us at. 
liberty to difguife our movedient8^ and to 
proceed either by the route of Coimbatotnr 
tod Gudjereddy, or by Galicut on th^ 
Malabar fea, and the pafs of Damalcherty^ 
to the fiege of Seringapatam. — It was be* 
(ides of fuch intrinfic confequeiice to the 
Myfore Government^ that the redu£tioh of 
It could not fail to weigh eflentially in the 
Negotiations for peace then faid to be in 
agitatioUi and promifed to make TippOo 

Sultaun 
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Sukaun raife the fiege of Mangalore la 
crder to oppofe our further progfefs; 

We advanced from Pylny pfi the twenty-* 
fecond of 0(9.ober, reduced the forts, of Cu- 
malum, Chuckiigeny, and AnnainaUcy«, ami 
palTed through a rich country, abounding 
Vrith dry grain *, cattle, wood, and rke fidds^i 
At Ealatchy the ground attaint :ks higheft 
elevation, and the ftreams ftiii^^ft and weft 
to ths Coromandel and Malafiiar fea$^ Dur* 
riag our whole march through this part oft 
ths country^ tiie £ank br%4i(ile^under Cslp-- 
titn: Mditland, oii(2»ved confian^ly in^ fronts 
occupied pofitlon^, and fecured^ provrfiohS'' 
for the army* 

Fromi Axiilamalley otcr progfe&- became* 
truly- laborioAiiS, bting obliged to force our^ 
way .through; a ifereft twenty milesrln depth/ 
e3M:€^ng.thi«^ty. toiks acroft, the pafsof Pa-* 

r 

* Rry^ griini h Aaf ^hich growi without iloodittg the 
Ijindy dkolum^ niCi^t^^^ cumber jgram» doll, k(^. Vf^hece«9 
xke requires at certain feafons to Jbe undef water. 

^ ^^ ^ lagat. 
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lagat. Our obje^ was to reach ColingoodyV 
a poll on the weftern fide of the forcft, 
within fifteen miles of Palagatcherry. The 
frequent ravines required to be filled up 
before it Was poflibleto drag the guns acrofs 
them, — innumerable large trees which ob- 
ftrU£ted the paflage, required to be cut 
down and drawn out of the intended track, 
and then the whole road was to be formed, 
before the cayirwges could jpafs. . The bri- 
gades verfe diftributed to fucceed each other 
at intervals, preceded by pioneers, in order, 
to clear what:.tiie advanced body had opened 
for the guns and ftotes that .were to move 
lender cover of the rear divifipn* 

* 
While we were thus engaged, an unre- 
mitting rain, extremely unufual at that 
feafon, commenced. The ravines were 
filled with water,-^the paths became flip- 
pery, — ^the bullocks loft their fdoting, — and 
the troops were obliged to drag the guns 
and carriages acrofs the whole foreft. I 
6 forced 
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forced on with the advance to Colingoody^ 
in order to make the neceflary arrangements 
with the people of the Zamorin; who had 
prepared for the future fubfiftence of the 
army. The difpofitions of the inhabitants 
towards us, and their means of fupply,, ex- 
ceeded our moft fanguine expeftations. 
The Zamorin's Vakeel informed the Bra- 
mins, that we Were friends to their caufe^ 
and earneft to deliver them from the yoke 
of Hyder ; that we only wifhed to receive 
the public proportion of the grain, but none 
from individuals ) and that any perfon be- 
longing to the camp who fhould attempt 
to plunder, would be hanged in front of the 
lines. On hearing thefe declarations, they 
teftified the ftrongeft fatisfaftion j and their 
confidence increafed when they found that 
the firft offenders were executed.— —The 
rains continuing fourteen days without 
intermiffion, the paflage through the fo- 
reft became daily more diftrefsful, and the 
troops were expofed in their whole pro- 
M grefs, 
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grefs, without the poflibility of pitching^ 
tents, or of procuring for them either covet 
or convenience. 

Colingoody is fifteen miles from Pala- 
gatcherry, and the road lies entirely through 
rice grounds, with interfering ridges co*- 
Vered with cocoa and other trees. The 
water and embankments neceflary for the 
cultivation of rice, render it diflScuk for 
guns to pafs, sfnd impradlkable for cavalry 
to ad. As foon as a fufficient force got 
through the wood, the advanced corps 
moved to the bank* of the Paniani rivef^ 
within random fhot of the works of Pala- 
gatcherry, where we took a fecure pofition^ 
and prepared to inveft the place. My 
Brairtiin Harcarrahs f had executed a model 
of the fort in clay, a work at which they 
are extremely dexterous j arid on all bands 
we had received accounts of it that appeared 

* November 2d. 

+ Harcarrahs arc people who gi?e intelligence^ ihow 
road», &c, 

exag- 
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exaggerated j but a near infpedion of its 
ftfength impreffed me with ferious appre- 
henfions that much time might be wafted in 
its redudion. 

On thefourthof Novemb^rj the main body 
of the troops, not inchiding the rear divi* 
fion, arrived at our" pofition on the river, 
which we paffed next day, and encamped 
about two miles eaft from the fort, acrofs 
the great road that leads from Combatoun 
The engineers' ftores arrived, and a poft for 
them was eftabliflied, where all the prepa- 
rations for a fiege were colleded. As our 
next objeft was, to circumfcribe the befieged, 
and accelerate our approaches, with this 
view we occupied the pettah, or open town, 
on the eaft and north faces of the fort : and on 
each of thefe faces carried forward an at- 
tack. During the whole period of our 
approaches, and in the conftruftion of our 
treoches, parallels, and batteries, the befieged 
kept a continued fire on our covering and 
M 2 working 
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working parties. The battering train ixli 
ftorfes, however, uilder cover of the fourth 
brigade, reaiched our ehcarfipment on the! 
9th, after a fucceflion of toil that would 
appear incredible if recited in detaiL 

• ApptehendiiTg^ itiucii dthy frdtn the 
ftrength of the works, and the obftinacy of ' 
the defenders, efpecially if they ihould force 
us to approach by fap to the creft of the 
glacis, and to proceed from thence by regu- 
lar gradations acrofs the ditch^ we refolved 
at a feafonaL^e opportunity to attempt the 
gateway. We found it fo ftrongly flanked 
and fortified, that it appeared almoft fecure 
from any attack ; however, having no draw- 
bridge, wc founded our hopes of accelerating 
tiie fiegc on this eircumftance. We did not 
therefore permit any heavy metal whatever 
to be fired till the thirteenth, when w'e open-* 
ed with twelve guns and four howitzers 
from two batteries at 400 yards diftanctf 
from the eaft and north faces of the foft^ 

and 
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^nd before filnfet the defcaces were fo 
jDoiuch damaged, that the fire of the bpfiegei! 
CQnfiderably abated, 

T]hie particiilgirs ^f our attack, ^nd thf 
jTurrender of the place during the night, 
which are explained at full length in my 
letter of the 15th of November, were nof 
more fortunate than unexpe£tedf We 
found the fort covereji by a refpedable glar 
cis, with a good covertway j a very broad 
^nd deep ditch, completely reveted ; a large 
berme, and a very ftrong (jommaijding 
rampart. TThe figure of the fort was nearly 
quadrangular: the dlmenfions of its faces 
were 528 feet by 432: each angle w^s de- 
fended by a capacious round baftion with 
Dine eipbrafures, and a baftion of a fimilar 
conftruj£tion on the centre of each curtail?. 
Jt had oi^ly one entrance, paffing througlji 
three gateways, mounted a great number of 
guns upon the works, and goatained a gar* 
i:ifQnof4oopinea. 

M3 9q 
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On the night of the thirteenth, Captain 
Maitland, with a part of the four flank 
battalions, took the advantage of a heavy 
rain to drive the befieged from the covert- 
way. Being fo fortunate as to fucceed, he 
purfued them within the firft and as far a$ 
the febond gateway, where he was flopped, 
but maintained his ground with great fpirit 
and ability until a reinforcement arrived. 
This mode of attack fo much alarmed the 
enemy, that they called out for quarter, 
and put us in poffeflion of a fprt capable of 
making a long and defperate refiftance* 
We found 50,000 pagoda^ in the place, be- 
fides a very large fupply of grain, guns, 
ppwder,. fhot, and military ftores. 

In my lettiers to your Lordfhip and the 
Board on this fubje€t, it appeared ne- 
ceflary for me to' be minute in. a defcrip- 
tion of the place, becaufe its confequence 
and local fituation were not accurately 
known to Europeans, This fortrefs com- 
mands 
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mands a fertile and extenfive diflrid, the 
adjacent forefts abound with the fineft 
Teek timber* in India, and the river Panii* 
ani is at hand to float it to the Malabar fea. 
Palagatcherry," from its pofition, equally me-^- 
naces the poflTeflions of Tippoo on the 
weftern coaft and towards Myfore by the 
route of Combatour and Gudjereddy; 
while the movements of the fouthern army, 
almoft without money or fubfiftence, except 
what we procured on our march, afford 
fuflScient prpof, that magazines pf graio 
eftablifhed there would enable armies to 
penetrate with confidence and fecurity from 
the coaft of Coromandel to that of Malabar,^ 
and thus bring the military refources of 
Madras and Bombay into one point of 
union and efFe£t. 

On the furrender of Palagatcherry, the 
place was garrifoned by the nineteenth 

* Teek timber is equal, if not fuperior, to Oak for the 
parpofes of fhipbnilding. There is likewife a great quan^ 
|ity of Saudal-wood in the neighbourhood, 

M 4 bat-^ 
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battalion, with a few Europeans and fpm^ 

irregulars under Captain Dewar, ope pf 

your aWeft officers. The heir apparent qf 

the Zamorinleft his retirement in the woods, 

and remained with me during the fiege. 

In anfwer to his urgent folicitations, that w? 

Jhpuld reftore him to the dominions of 

whiph Hyder bad dgpriyed }iis family, I 

declared, that in the event of our inpving 

by Calicut, we might hope to effe<a his 

re-eftablifhment there ; and that in the 

mean while he fhould be reinftated in the 

territory of Palagat, an ancient dependency 

of the Zamorins,^ — requiring only from him, 

that he ihould furnifh grain for the army 

while in that vicinity, without any other 

obligatipn, until the conclufion of the war, 

or until your Government fliould make 

feme regular agreement with him. 

To eftabliflt more fully the Zamorin-s 
authority, and to afford him the necef- 
fary fuppqrt |n his prefent fituatirfn^ a 

large 
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large body of Bramin Harcarrahs^\ who 
had oonftantly remained with me in camp^ 
.wefe employed, and proved not only of 
great fervice in the bufmefs of intelligence, 
but of material influence in conciliating the 
Gentoos. Acconjpanied by them,^we fre- 
quently rpd^ through the adjacent village^ 
afTembled the head people, and affured them 
pf proteftion. During thefe proceedings I 
maintained a correfpondence with Brigadier 
Genferal Macleod, Colonel Campbell, and 
the Refidency of Telicherry, Intimating 
my intention of approaching their coafl:, and 
airuring General Macleod of my earneft wifh 
to co-operate with him in every meafiire 
that could tend to advance us in full force 
againft Seringapatam. Having heard that 
there was abundance of battering guns and 
military ftores at Telicherry, I wrote for 
fucb fupplies as could be fjpared, offering to 
•move down to Paniani or Calicut, and to 
proceed to Seringapatam, either by the pafs 
of Damalcherry, through the country of 

our 
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our friends the Nyars, or elfe to return from 
Paniani or Calicut to Palagatcherry, and 
from thence by Coimbatour, as he might 
judge moft eligible* 

The Admiral Sir Edward Hughes being 
4hcn at Telicherry with the fquadron, I 
entreated him to fend a, veiTel with ftbres 
to Paniani, and, in order to guard againft 
'difappointment, difpatched meffengers to 
'Cochin, to fecure an ample fupply at that 
place. General Macleod with his diftin- 
guifhed liberality of charader affured me, 
that in the event of my moving towards; 
hi/ji, he would unite in profecuting the 
Hiovenient to Seringapatam, without taking 
any advantage of his .feniority, and without 
-interfering in the command of the fouthern 
;ai*my. Finding, howeVer, that his army 
could not be put in motion in lefs than two 
months, for want of bullocks and convey- 
ance ; that no fubftantial flock of military 
ftores could be expeded at Telicherry; 
8 and 
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and that we Ihould meet with extreme 
obftrudion in our progrefs through the 
deep and interfered routes leading from; 
Palagatcherry to Calicut ; we refolved to 
rely on Cochin for fupplies, and to pro- 
fecute our meafures by Coimbatour, ftili 
preferving the utmoft union of operation 
with the Malabar army. 

We arrived before Coimbatour on the 
twenty-fixth of November, having been 
annoyed with rockets on the march, by a 
very large body of horfe. Finding that thiere 
was no glacis, we proceeded immediately to 
ere£t a battery, but before we had effected x 
breach, the Killidar* furrendered ; and oa 
this occafion we treated him and his gar--- 
rifon with the utmoft kindnefs, as we had 
before done thofe of Daraporam and Fala« 
gatcherry, A great quantity of ammuni- 
tion, ftores, and grain, were found in the 
fort J and the adjacent grounds were co- 

* Commander of the foru 

vered 
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vered v Ith abundant crops. The poffelEoa 
ef this town/ being the capital of the 
greateft antient Rajahfhip in the country, 
promifed pminent advantage ; for although 
not remarkable on account of its military 
ftrength, it is held in higher eftimation 
than any other place belonging to the My- 
foreans in the Pay en Qh^ut, or country 
t)elow the mountains* 

'We now arrive at the q:ioft interefting 
jnoment of the war. The garrifon of Man- 
galore, under its ineftimable commandej: 
Colonel Campbell, had made a defence 
thkt has been feldom equalled and nevey 
furpaffed. With a handful of men worij 
out by fatigue and faming, he refifte4 
fbr many months a formidable army 
under Tippoo Sultaun. The whole powe^ 
of that prince, affifted by the fcience of hi^ 
French auxiliaries, could not force a breaclj 
that had long lain open, and he w^$ rqv 
pulfed in every attempt to carry it by ftorm. 

Tippop's 
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Tlppoo's army, particularly the cavalry^ 
had fuffered greatly by a perfeverance in the 
flege during the whole period of the rainy 
feaibn. The interior affairs of his domi-* 
nions, being unfettled fmce his recent ac- 
ceffion, were in extreme confufion. His 
failure againft Mangalore had encouraged 
the Corga Rajah, a powerful Chief under 
the mountains that feparate the Malabar 
country from Myfore, to aflert independ- 
ency by arms; while every other ancient 
Rajah on the Malabar fide of India from Goa 
to Cochin, was eager to repel the tyranny 
of the Myfore Government, to which the 
whole of that extenfive coafl no longer 
owned fubjedion. 

General Mkcleod at the head of the 
Malabar forces, flrong in Europeans, artil- 
lery, and native corps, fupported thefe Ra- 
jahs, and laboured with his ufual energy to 
complete the fyflem that he had materially 
promoted* There was Hkewife a force 

ading 
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afting under General Jones^ agalnft the 
Cudapah country, or northern poffeffions of 
Tippoo Sultaun, where his power was ill 
cftablifhed ; and the army under my direc- 
tion was perhaps the ftrongeft force be*» 
longing to Europeans that had ever been 
employed in India. The countries we had 
reduced extended 200 miles in length, from 
the diftridt of Tritchinopoly on the eaft, to 
Ramgarry, thirty miles weft of Palagat^ 
cherry, afforded provifions for loOjOOO 
men, and yielded an annual revenue of 
600,000/., while every neceflary arrange- 
ment had been made for the regular col- 
lection of thefe refources. 

The fort and pafs of Palagatcherry fe- 
cured our weftern flank, and the interme- 
diate pofition of General Macleod's army 
between that place and Tippoo's main army 
at Mangalore, together with the fingular 
combination of ravines, rivers and em- 
bankments that interfedl the Malabar coun- 

tries. 



ftNGLlSH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 175 

tiies^ and the mountains that divide them 
from Myfore, through which the pafles 
were occupied by our friends the difaf* 
fed:ed Rajahs, rendered it almoft impra6ti- 
cable for Tippoo to move in that diredioa 
againft our new acquifitions. To attack 
them by a movement through the pafles of 
the Ghauts, on the eaflern flank towards 
Saiem and Erode, fuppofed a circuit of five or 
fix hundred miles from the pofition of Tip- 
poo's army before Mangalore. His move- 
ments therefore againft thefe acquifitions 
could only be attempted by the central pafi 
from My fore at Gudjereddy, which b 
not fifty miles in front from Coimbatour: 
and the pofleflion of that pafs aflfured us aa 
immediate accefs to the capital of Tippoo's 
kingdom, commanding a communication 
with our new acquifitions, and with the 
Company's fouthern provinces. Befid^, 
as far as the fyftem of defending front 
flanks and rear can ever be extended from 
the pofition of an army to the topographi- 
cal 
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cal circiimftances of a country, it wotil^ 
enable uu to fecure thofe territories from 
any confiderable irruptions. At this period 
too, the chumba or great crop throughout 
the country was upon the ground, and^ 
independently of the magazines in our 
front, promifed ample provifion. 

The Corga Rajah had repeatedly promifed 
us fupplies irom his country, extending 
within thirty ijiiles of Seringapatain. Thefe 
promifes were confirmed -by the Zamorin^ 
who had abundantly furnifhed us with 
grain at Palagatcherry. This Prince likewife 
engaged for the afliftance of all the Malabar 
Chiefs, commanding the ghauts or moun- 
tains that bound Myfore upon the weft; 
and convinced us that they wei*e not only 
willing to provide for us during the fiege, 
but to form magazines in ftrong pofitions 
among the mountsdns, and to join us with 
ao or 30,000 Nyars if required. 

Mahomed 
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Mahomed Ally, and other diftinguifli- 
ed leaders, had been executed in the 
camp of Tippoo, for exciting difafFfedion* 
A recent confpiracy had occurred in Serin- 
gapatam, menacing the releafement of the 
Englifh prifoners, the exclufion of Tip- 
poo's family, and the re-eftablifliment of 
the antient Rana, or Gentoo fovcrdgn of 
Myfore» In addition to this enumeration 
of advantages, we had every reafon to rely 
on the Gentoo or Canara race forming the 
great mafs of inhabitants in Myfore, v^ho 
had unequivocal proofs of my earned zeal 
to , fupport their interefts and favourite 
family ; while every circumftance of prefent 
fituation or of future profpeft feemed ta 
mark this interefting moment as the crifia 
of the war^ 

The troops were immediately provided 

with ten days grain, the carriages repaired, 

the departments arranged, and the army 

prepared to march. My defign againft the 

N ^ forts 
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forts and magazines of Settimungulum and 
Ardenelli*, was communicated to your 
Board j and from thence it was my intention 
to pu(h forward to thi city of Seringapa-- 
lam with the utmoft rapidity that could be 
united with precaution. Exulting in the 
bright perfpedlive that lay before us^ we 
felt a painful epgernefs for the moment of 
departure; our expedations^ however, of 
reftoring the Englifh name and confe* 
quence in India were of (hort duration. 

Your Lordfhip and the Board had judged 
it expedient to delegate your powers of 
negotiation to commiffioners, who were to 
treat of peace at the Durbar of Tlppoo Sul- 
taun. Invefted with full authority by your 
Board to give what inftruftions they thought 
proper to all troops of the Englifli em- 

* Settimungulttm is fitaated on the banks of thd Ca- 
veri» below the pafs of Gadjerreddy. Ardenelli (lands oa 
the cop of the ghauts, on the elevated flat or table land 
ofMyfore, 

ployed 
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iployed againft the Myforcans, they pro- 
ceeded to the camp oE Mudeen ul Deeit 
Cawn near Arnec in the Caraatic. Be- 
tween that place and Atcherry Waukum 
they received intelligence, that in confc- 
quencc of information from the Refidency 
of Telicherry, intimating td me a renewal 
of hoflility on the part of Tippoo Sultaum 
againft Mangalore, the army under my com-^ 
mand had moved into the enemy's coun- 
try, and had reduced Palagatcherry. After 
many compliments to my own condud 
and exertions, they direded me forthwith 
to reftore all pods, forts, and countries lately 
reduced, and to retire within the limits poC- 
feffed by the Englifli on the twenty-fixth of 
the preceding July. This letter reached me 
on the twenty-eighth of November, two days 
before my intended march towards Gudje- 
reddy and Seringapatam. Neither feeling 
myfelf at liberty to difregard an order fo 
peremptorily conveyed, nor to fulfil the 
utmoft extent of its literal fignification, I 
N 2 dated 
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ftated to them the benefits of our pofitiofti 
and the; menacing appearance on the Ma- 
labar coaft; tranfmitting at the fi»me time 
fimilar communications to your Board, and 
intimating my intention of remaining at 
Coimbatour until I fhould be farther 
inftruded* My Aid de Camp, Captain 
Moody, with the fame view, proceeded to 
Madras ; and was fully qualified by know* 
ledge and ^ability to explain our fitua- 
tipn, and to prove that a movement to Se- 
ringapatam would endanger the throne of 
Hydcn 

During the fucceeding interval, every 
moment was employed in adding to the ful- 
nefs of our equipment. Rochin Cawn, the 
commander of Tippoo's army in the coun- 
try of Coimbatour, was informed, that we 
would obferve the ceflation till further 
orders*. Captain Maitland, with the flank 

# Habits of intercoarfe took place between Rocbiii 
Cawn's camp and ours, of which there had been no ex* 
jimple between contending arniies in India. 

brigade. 
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brigade^ proceeded to Bmdigul andTail-^ 
jore, in order to bring iuppltes of ftoi» 
from the fouthera garrifons. Mn Digbf,. 
Paymafter in camp, wfabfe zeal and public 
talents have on all occafions been coiaiQ>i«^ 
cuous, went to procure money at Tinivellyt 
and to concert with Mr. Irwin, Superin-p^ 
tendant there, a permanent mode of reiniii^ 
tance and.fupply1 and as foon as this rein* 
forcement ihould be ready to move toward^ 
US| it was my intention to fall back and cover 
the jundion. In the mean time the third 
brigade was detached by Palagatcherry to 
Cochin, where the Governor had preparie4 
for us a cohfiderable ilpck of arrack, ftoresi 
and ammunition ; while the main body of 
the army remained at Coimbatour, ready to 
oppofe the enemy. But thefe and allfimilar 
arrangemwts were rendered abortive by your 
minutes of coufulcation dated the fifth of 
December, direding me to fulfil the order 
«>f unqualified reftitution enjoined by your 
peputies,. as th? preliminaries of neg9tiatiQ» 
N 3 with 
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wUi^T^ppobSuItitf^ Thieie papers reached 
ne a^ottt the mMh of Decendber, and a 
font dlys afterwards I received from the 
Cbikimiifioners anbther letter^ repeating their 
kfftri»^on3. ,r ', 

•: We bad entirely confirmed the vg»in ia 
CkMft^atQur^aad #11. th^ was ripe 4n the adja- 
c^t ficids. W^were not at Kberiy to move 
|aou£ intended courfe^ nor to look for new 
fiippU^^ which would, have been conikkre4^ 
hsiati infira^ion of th^ ^^fiation ; it therefore 
became becef&ry te.Tdui'utoPaJAgatcheny, 
idiere the troopa roceived .grain to. fubfift 
them^as far as "iTitchinopoly and Madura, a 
diftan^ieof two hundi^d fnile^ On ti^e twen- 
ty-^ghth of December, the army advanced 
Rewards the fonthern countnes^-^ and ^t th^ 
X&mt :tlme three baf(tyk>ns nhd^r Captaki 
^Wheefer were deteched to t(ccn the ftom 
ffoUk CocMn, with diredicnft' tQ evacuate 
t^aUgHtcK^rry, . ^and to join - tis by the 
Tetfte oj* AnnamjJley arid. Pylny, cloffe to 
' ' the 



BNGUSH IHTBRESTS IN IS^BIA. at| 

the moKmtaina. On our fecbnd maKti we 
were .^aifited hy. the Rev. Mr. Swartz, wiioill 
YOUr Iiprdfh^.and the Board requeftedto 
proceed to Sedngapiitam as a feithful inter*- 
pretcr between Tippoo aild the' Commif^ 
iidii«)r«. The knowledge and integrity of 
thi* irreproachable Miffioiiary have retrieved 
the charaftei* of Europeans from imputa- 
tiena- of general depravity. A refpeft- 
able' efcort attended him to the neareft 
cocaropment of the enemy; but he was 
flopped at Settimungulum, and returned* to 
Tanjore. I rejoice, however, that he un- 
dertook the bufinefs J for his journal which 
has been before your Board evinces, that 
the fouthern- army adled towards our ene- 
mies with a mildnefs feldom experienced by 
friends in moments of pacification. From 
him alfo you learned, that this condu6k 
operated on the minds of the inhabitants, 
who declared that we afforded them more 
fecure p|;otedion than the commanders of 
their own troops. 

N 4 The 
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. The army had now been fed for many 
aioilths entirely at the expencc of the 
enemy; and diredions were given, that" 
all grain found in the country fliould 
he fervcd out to the troops in lieu of 
batta*, thertiby faving to the Company an 
advance of nearly 500/* per day for the 
whole time the army was fo fubfifted, and 
leaving the troops to make thdr after* 
claims, in cafe they ihould expeft to re- 
5:eiye that grain on the footing of cap** 
Pitt t» 

On the fourth of January 1784, the 
army arrived at Ayryacetta. Colonel Stu^ 
art with the main divifion proceeded to 

' '* Batta Is the extra fam allowed to troops over and 
Above- their pay, in lieo of fubfiftence irhUe in th^ fiold. 
. f Some other armies had charged the pomyany wit|i 
the batta due to tvery foldier in the field, notwithHanding 
that, a fufiiciency oi grain had been feieed for the maintd^ 
.nance, of the troops. Thus t)\e amount of the grain foun^ 
was diverted from public faving to the benefh; of indivi- 
doafs. If I had -permitted this prad^ice, the Company 
would have loft 200,000 /• 

Caroor, 
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CSaroor, on the bcurders of the Tritchina- 
poly country ; Colonel Forbes with a ftrong 
foisce, remained in the diftrids of Darapo** 
ram and Dindigul; ^^rhile Colonel Kelly^ 
with another divifion, advanced to Gova^ 
nore on the borders of Madura and the 
Marawas. This diftribution was intended 
to relieve your provinces from the burdeo 
of fubfifting too large a proportion of 
troops. At the &me time the divifions 
were fo ftatioped, as to overawe every 
diftridt to the fouthward^ and to form the 
army on the ihorteft notice, in the event 
of a renewal of the war agsunft Tippoo 
Sttluun. 

Having proceeded with the Cavanore 
diviiion, as the moft. central iituaticm, to 
the fou^hward, thefe arrangemems were 
hardly finished ^ when I received your 
orders to realfemble the army, and to pre* 

*' On the tweot^-fottrth of Janaary lyS^. 

pare 



iiB6. A VIEW OF THE. 

pare ^fot a recoionicacemeiit of hoQu&f^M 
You likewtft^ diwi^ea roe tojetmn poff^-r 
fion of Palagatchfirry, in cjafe by any .aseift 
dent it fllould ba^ hem reftoad* I ia-^ 
fl^fvdy iflued orders to all the garriiops 1^94 
ftatidn^ to augto^ent our equipmftnt; 5 wfptg 
Ip ' Mr* Saliyan, Mn Hip|>ifley,.4nd the 
odiev^ Oentlemea to. the. civil .departmentsi 
kitr^ating them'4:o procuM bi^liOGlE^^ ^a« 
nif bags, and money- fe^^ tb6 peeffing 
exigebcies of the' army : and farther made 
a 'Circmt of the feuthern countries to accei» 
kcste ihefe preparations* From .RaifUMd 
I went to Tinlvdly to forward the bufm^ 
of money and conveyance, colIed^Mtg fof 
us there by Mr. Irwin ; and from thence 
wrote to the Zambnn, exhtoting bim t6 re- 
tain Palagaocbwfy, .'which be had occupied 
after it. wiis abandoned by paptain Wh^eK 
er. Captain Agnew was fbon afterward! 
di^ntdied : wi^h a> party of Sepoys, . to folicit 
four battalions from the Rajah of Travan- 
core, * "who very gfacioufly complied with 

my 
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my feqiwft ; and by mean^of that affift- 

ancC) Captain Agnew would no doubt have 

enabled the Zamorin to maintain the place, 

had not the Zamorin* and his adherents^ 

^ ' ,"1 

defpairing of fupport, abandoned the fort, 

■* ** ^ 
and retired to their recefles in the moun-. 

tains. 

On the north-eaft border cjf the Tini- 
Velly country, a letter reach^^ed the from the' 
Com'miffioncrs, dated thi dfe^rfenth of Fe- 
bniiry nciar Manjgailore, and ^/^ritten^iti terms 
wffich ttbt only marked the ccfi^ity of Tip- 
po6^ burcdnTTnced me that-a riipture was 
tinavoldable ; and this opinion was after- 
wards confirtiied by a detail of particulars, 
in a letter from General Macleod. No fime 
was ^ rtierefbre to * be loft in ordering the 
ftores to join Cdoiiel Stuart^s tJivifion hear' 

• The Zamorin and his followers of the Nyar caft are 
rigid' 6ento6s, and venerate the Bramins. * Tippoo*s'fol- 
<)iers, therefore, daily expofed the heads of ih any Bramins 
in fight of the fort ^^^ It is afierted that tlie Zamorin, ra- 
ther than,witnefs fuch enormities, chofe to abandon Pala* 
gatcherry. * - '*'*^*^ ' • i 

I Caroor, 
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Caroor, and we matched the iame Aigbt 
to Madura* 

On my arrival at Covanorc*, I found 
that fanam$f, amounting to a lack of pa- 
godaS) had reached the camp from Tanjore. 
The impatience of the trbops for this tup- 
ply was proportioned to the feverity of 
their diflrefd; excepting the prize^^mpi^ at 
Palagatcherry, and the working .money to 
the parties employed on extira labour, no 
fumahad been liTued to the army during 
our whole ffogrefs, in croffing and re-, 
croflihg India. Unfortunately the; coin 
in which this payment was received, be- 
came a more copious fource of, difcontent, 
than all the hardfhips they had endimed< 
The flar pagqdalj: is underftood to be the 
oiJy legal tender rdf your Prefidency; it 

* Colonel Kelly^s divifion 4vas ftationed there : it i& on 
the confines of the Marawa country^ left than twenty miles 
from Madura. 

t Fanams area fmall coin of di^^rent, value, compofed 
of filver and copper. 

I The ftar pagoda is worth eight ihiUingi. 

Is 
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is not coined to the fouthward, but its place 
had ufually been fupplied by the Porto Novo 
pagoda, which is lefs valuable by ten per 
cent. The Rajah of Tanjore has not 
exercifed the right of coining pagodas, 
and of late has paid his tribute^ in fanams. 
The Dutch coinage at Negapatam formerly 
amounted to four or five lacks of pagodas 
annually, but this has been difcontinued 
fince we got poffeffion of that city. As 
there is no gold coinage in any other place 
to the fouthward, nor any regular circular 
tion of rupees, the whole currency of 
thofe provinces, exceeding the pagodas 
that happen to be in ufe, confifts , of 
fanams; of thefe every diftrid coins a 
different fort, and no comparative rate 
having ever been eftablifhed between the 
ftar pagodas and thofe inferior coins, 
their value fluauatcs according to th^ 

• The tribute amouots to four hckt of pa^odas^ 09 
160^000/. * 

relative 
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relative demand, and the coinage of one 
province is feldom or never at par in 
another. 

Whenever it is known that a large iffii* 
ing of fanams is at hapd, the Shroffs, Sou- 
cars, and Dubafties*, purchafe all the pa- 
godas they can procure. Thus the fanams 
are kept at a high price, till the dilburfe- 
ment has taken place, and the rate is fixed 
at the current exchange for the day. But 
no fooner has this fluctuating coin been 
circulated, than the pagodas come forth, 
and in forty-eight hours the holders of 
fanams fuflFer a depreciation of fix, eight, 
or ten per cent. Still more oppreffive is 
this medium of public payment, when the 
fanams are ifTued in a province to which 
they do not properly belong : for the Tan* 
jore finani has no regular currency in apy 
-» 

. * ShrplFfi, Soucars, and Duba(hes, are money changers, 
bankers, and black agents of Uie Europeans. 

other 
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Other province* And this applies to all 
coins of tliat defcription, fabricated in Tritr 
chifiopoly, Madura, Tinivelly, Ramnad) 
and Shevigunga* 

The commercial evils from this dcbale- 
ment and diverfity of coin are not lefe con** 
fiderable. A merchant cannot make a re-^ 
mittancef to any place north of the Coleroon^ 
without much trouble and expence in piir- 
chafing pagodas, or elfe by an unreafonable 
premium to Soucars. The money remitted 
to the army from Tanjore was iifued in 
Tanjore fanams, at the rate of fwcnty-two 
and an half per ftar pagoda ; but when the 
Sepoys received this money in diftant en- 
campments, they found that twenty-four or 
twenty^five fanams were required for a , 
pagoda there ; nor could they in many in- 
ftances, without enormous lofs, procure the 
neccffaries of life for thofe uncurrent fa^ 
Rdtms-v 

To 
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To prevent as much as poffiblc (he 
troops from fufFering by a lofs Upon ex- 
change, which in common juftice fhould 
fall upon the public, it was propofed to 
Mr. Sulivan, and immediately acceded to 
by him, that the paymafter fhould carry the 
difference to the account of the Company. 
It was therefore direded, that the officers 
commanding divifions of the army, fhould 
form a Board to afcertajn the lofs fufbined 
by each battalion, and Mr. Digby, paymaf^ 
ter in camp, was infttuded to give credit to 
the corps for the amount of lofs incurred, 
agreeably to the gfeneral flatement tranf- 
mitted to me by the abovementioned Board, 

It appeared requifite to be minute in this 
recapitulation, in order to imprefs the necef* 
fity of reform in the fouthern .payments* 
This will be eflfected, by ordering a large 
coinage of pagodas, and by eftablifhin^ a 
tarif or proportional value between the. pa- 
gpdas and fanams, in the fame manner as 

in 
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in England twcnty-onfe fliilUnga are at all 
times equivalent id a guirici 

My next objeft was to concert meafures 
with Mr. Sulivan for the fafety of the 
fouthern coufi^ries, while the array fliould, 
for the third time, advance into the enemy « 
dominions* . With this view I proceeded to 
Tanjore, and from thence by Tritchino- 
poly joined the ^main divifion at Carx)or. 
You had been pleafed to reinforce us from 
the Prefidency \vith the ninety-eighth regi- 
mtnt, a pafty.of Etffppean artillerymeni 
and fome heavy ordnance." Other gam were 
received from Tanjote, add the exertions of 
Mr, Sulivan^ procured. ;a6 many articles in 
which we bad been before de^cient- 

During my late progrefs through the 
fouthern countries, Mr. Digby called forth 
every exertion of his perfonal credit, and in 
addition to conveyance for the whole ord- 
nance, ammunition^and (tores of the army, he 
O had 



194 A VIEW OF THE 

tad a£taally ptovided carriage complete fbt^ 
300,600 fears of ride ; which at the rate of 
one fear per day for 15,000 men^ amounted 
to twenty days proviliony fcjficlufive of 
other conveyance, amounting to ten days 
more. The main' body t>f tht ariny was 
alTembled at Carodfj excepting the divifion 
^ith Colonel fortes^ which remained iri 
foTce' ait Daraporariii ready to join at the 
ffibrteft notice* Ndthing farther was want- 
ing biit fpecific ordSrs from your Lordftiip 
arid Sie Board, ot from the Commiffioners^ 
to re-cdmmenee hoftilityj aind I hud ftill d 
plan of operations iiS view, that prorilifed to 
lead lis to the capital c6f Myfore by a route 
not lefs fat^oiirable 'tftait that which we had 
befen dircfiied to^rclittquilh, in <;2tle h fliould 
have been judged rieceflaiy to renew the 
war. This event became extremely pro- 
bable from the r^cferit c6ridu& of oulf iidver- 
faries. Previoully to'my arrival at Cifboif 
a jforagirig party had. been attacked, and ani 
European officer^ who fell into the enemy's 

hands^ 



feNGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 195 

liaiids, was cldfely confined at Sarikarydui?- 
gum. The fecond battalion had been ad- 
vanced from General Jones's force to the 
horthwardj and was entirely cut to pieces 
by Tippop's troops near Cumalum ; whild 
Tippoo himfeif, finding that the fouthern 
army was ordered to abandon his country* 
and that no other force could vetiture to op- 
pofe him^ perfifted in his inveftment of Man* 
galore^ and. compelled that diftinguifhed 
garrifon to yield at lad to the neceflity of 
famine, and furrender the plate** 

Nbtwithftanditig the flagl^nt treachery 
by which Mangalore Was loft, and the deli-^ 
berate maflacre of General Mathews, with 
many bther captive Englifli officcrs^^ the 
treaty of peace was mutually figned oh the 
eleventh of February, and exchanged be- 
tween the Commiffioners and Tippoo Sul- 

* Colonel Campbell inarched off with his few remain- 
ing troops to Telicherry^ agreeably to the flipulation with 
Tippoo, and died foon after, worn out with fatigue. 

O a taua# 
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taun*. The treaty fpecified the enlargement 
of the Bufhwanna or Amuldar of Palagat* 
cherry, whom we had detained in order to 
give evidence concerning the murder of a 
party of Europeans taken prifoners near 
Palagat, at the time that Colonel Humber- 
ftone's army was before that place f* tte 
was fent with an efcort to the camp of 
Nawas Begg, and from thence returned me 
his thanks for the good treatment he expe- 
rienced. This was the oilly fubjed of Tip- 

^ As I have ftated at Tome Icngtk the circamftances that 
led me to coniider a continuation of the war as eligible, 
ir might be expeded thftt I4ht>ttld,^ifo have e)cplaiaed 'the 
iriany and perhaps unanfwerable arguments that induced 
the gb^^rnmeiic of A^adfas to adopt i cotitraty donduS. 
In addrefling that Board, an enumeration of thofe argu- 
ments would have been fuperfiuous and impertinent ; but 
it woul^'be an injuflice to the merit of their determina- 
tion, if I omitted here to remark, that the tenor of in- 
ftrudiotis ffom home, the ftate of negociations in Europe 
and the impoverished condition of the Company's terri-* 
tories, concurred to imprefs the ableft men in ^dia with 
the propriety and necefli'ty of that meafure, which pro- 
cured to Lord Macartney's Government the warnjefi ac- 
knowledgments and approbation of their fuperiorsl 

f This party was put to death i>y the exprefs order of 
Tippoo Sultaun. 

poo 
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poo who had not been immediately releafed, 
although nearly 10,000 prifoners had been 
taken by us during the operations of the 
fouthern army. The Commiflionc^rs alfo 
direded me to reftore the forts and coun- 
tries of Caroor and Daraporam, but to retain 
pofleffion of Dindigul, and to ftation a 
ftrong force there until the Englifh prifoners 
fhould be adtually enlarged. 

No time was loft in evacuating the fpe- 
cified countries ; and on the firft of April 
Colonel Forbes's divifion moved to Dindi. 
gul, and Colonel Stuart fell back from 
Caroor upon the province of Tritchinopbly, 
with inftruaiqns to depofit all the ftores and 
heavy ordnance of the army in that gar^- 
rifon. While ^j^ remained at Dindigul, 
the troops in that quarter fufFered a conti- 
nuation of fatigue, and were obliged to 
njarch feventy miles to the head of the 
Oiltumpollum valley, to receive the grain 
jieceflary for their current fubfiftence. ' 

O3 In 
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la obedience to your orders defiring my 
opinion on the moft advantageous mode of 
reforming and arranging the fouthern forces, 
I had the honour, or the twenty-fixth of 
April, to exprefs my fentiments on that 
infipprt^nt fubjed*, and ftated that tlie vi- 
cinity of Tritchinopoly was the nipft eli^ 
giblp pofition for a cantonment, where a 
ftrong force, cqmplete in every circum- 
ftance of field equipment, fhould at all times 
be ftationed j— that the great depofit of 
military ftpres and provifions fhould be 
formed there, with the fi^ld and battering 
train, pioneers, and main body of the 
fouthern artillery ; — ^that the Commandants 
of corps jfliould he charged with the carriage 
of their battalion-tents, ftores, and ammu- 
nition, as well as rice, if requifite, at the 
ufual rates fpecified in the Company's regu- 
lations. It was alfo fuggejled, that when- 
ever military aid ihould be found neceifary 

^ See that Letter in the Appendix, 

for 
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for the interior bufinefs of the country, the 
civil Chiefs, Refidents, and Superintenr 
dants fhould addrefs their applications^ not 
to the fubordinate officers cafualiy employed 
in the different diftrids, but to th^e Southerij 
Commander, in order that the requifition 
might be complied with from the maiii 
ftation or cantonment of the foutheriji 
forces. By thpfe means the troops would 
be preferred in a conftant ftate of difcipline, 
the jarrings incident to the detail of fubor- 
dinate interfierence between civil and mili- 
tary would be avoided, and every corps 
would have a rotation of detachment duty. 
An immediate redudion of Peons, Ty- 
nauts, and other irregulars, was alio recom* 
mended, to the amount of 1 0,000 men; 
jfrom whence a monthly faving of 25 or 
30,000 pagodas would arife, I flattered 
myfel^ that the adoption of arrangements 
propofed in that letter would have removed 
the deficiencies under which the fouthern 
forces labour; and that, in the event of 
O 4 hoftility 
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hoftility In that part of India, they would 
have added fuch vigour to your pperations as 
vsrould have precluded a renewal of thofe 
calamities which occurred during the Car^' 
natic wan 

By the end of May, it became impradil-» 
cable to fubfift fo large a force in the Din- 
digul country. A ftrong garrifon was 
therefore left in that fortrefs, and the di-* 
vifion was withdrawn towards • Madura, 
where the Europeans and fome native corps 
were cantoned. As foon as the review of 
the battalions was finifhed, which had en- 
gaged me for feveral months, three battalions 
were detached under Captain Wheeler to the 
Tinivelly country ; and, at the fame time, it 
became neceflary for me to move thither in 
perfon in order to arrange a permanency of 
payment and fupply for the troops in that 
province. Some occurrences . which hap- 
pened there refpefking the Polygars^ Catar 
|)pminaigue, and Sheyigherjy, were iiQm?- 

diatelv 
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diately communicated to your Prefident j 
and evinced the refradory difpofitioni)f that 
race, Froni Tinivelly I proceeded by Ne- 
gapatam and Tanjore to Tritchinopoly, in 
order to provide by perfonal endeavours for 
the diftrefles of thp troops. 

It now remained for me to undergo a 
duty more painful than all the embarraff- 
ments hitherto experienced. Your Lord- 
fhip and the Board found it requiiite to 
order a reduction of many thoufand inde- 
pendents, and other fouthern irregulars, 
who had been raifed by his Highnefs the 
Nabob Mahomed Ally. During the whole 
period of misfortunes to the fouthward, 
they ftill bore the rigour of diftrefs with 
a refignation unknown to Europeans. 
Among thefe men, there were the moft 
refpeftable foldiers of the eaft; fome of 
them had followed their fathers into thfe 
Garnatic, in the days of Dooft Ally, and 
Anwaradeen Cawn ; others had rejnained in 

th^ 
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jhe fervice fince the days of Chunda Saheb,. 
^nd the depofed Rana or Gentoo queen of 
Tritchinopoly. Maay of them had con- 
tinued fince the campaigns of LgLwrencCi 
Clive, and Ifoof Cawn, in a epnftant feries 
of military duty. To thefe wretched ad- 
herents, an average of twelve months pay 
vras due. The misfortunes of thje times 
rendered it impoffible to difcharge thofe 
claims, for the regular corps of the army 
were not lefs in arrears : under fuch cir- 
cumftances, to turn them loofe to mifery, 
while the country was in a ftate that could 
afford them no relief, would have diftreff- 
ed the moft unfeeling mind. They affailed 
me daily with their fufferings, and the 
only eyipedient was adopted, that promifedi 
to combine tlie duties of obedience with 
the obligations of humanity, by direfting 
the officers commanding the corps of thofe 
irregulars, to furnifh me with rolls, con^ 
jtaining the names of each black officer 
and Sepoy under their command, fpecify- 

ing 
8 
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ing the length of fervice, and arrears of 
pay; in order that each of them might 
receive a certificate of his demand on the 
Company, to be counte^figned by the offi- 
cer, and by the commandant of the garri- 
fon with which the corps correfponded; 
and at the fame time defiring a particular 
recommendation of every individual who 
had any pretenfion to indulgence. 

This being finifhed, our, next objeft 
was, to dilband the raw and undeferving 
rabble, who had been coUedted during the 
diftraded period of the fouthern affairs. 
They were ordered to receive on the firft 
of each fucceeding month, thirty days 
fubfiftence in grain, until their arrears 
Ihould be difcharged. The ancient and 
refpedable part of thofe- corps, were to 
be continued on the rolls, until we fhould 
be able to procure fome adequate pto- 
vifion for fo deferving a clafs of pub- 
lic fervants. In neither inftance however,^ 

did 
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did my endeavours prove effedlual. The 
latter ckfs of venerable veterans remains 
unprovided for ; and the monthly iffuing 
ef grain depending on your renters and 
civil fervants, it vvras not within the limits 
of my power to enforce performance. So' 
much was it negleded by the renter of 
Tritchinopoly, that after my departure 
from the fouthward, thefe unfortunate vie* 
tims, impelled by hunger, were driven to 
filch excefs in their endeavours to procure 
relief, as obliged the military command* 
ant to reprefs them by force of arms. 

To thefe painful incidents were added, 
the claims and diftrefTes of the army en- 
camped near Tritchinopoly. The troops 
were accuftomed to endure twelve or fpur- 
teen months arrears with unexampled for- 
bearance, and the public followers, at- 
tendants on the army, had long been 
ftrangers to any coin; when to this was 
added, a failure of their daily allowance of 

* grain 
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grain in lieu of batta, their cafe would have 
been truly defpcrate, had not [Tondimart 
advanced a month's provifion for their relief. 
Such were the abufes of the renter at 
Tritchinopoly, that in a favourable feafon 
the place was menaced by famine. His 
difinclination to have a divifion ftationed in 
the diftrid:, fuggefted fo ftrange a mode of ef- 
fecting their removal. But by this machina- 
tion any troops lefs patient than ours would 
have been excited to revolt ; and thq fort 
of Tritchinopoly wotild have fallen to Tip- 
poo, if he had thought proper to inveft it 
at the moment. 

So urgent was our .diftrefs that I found 
myfelf obliged, without any previous com- 
munication, to difperfe the troops in queft 
pf fubfxftencej the 78th to Tanjore, the 
Hanoverians towards Tripatore, a large 
body of Sepoys towards Madura, and other 
battalions to Mellore and the Marawas.— • 
At the fame time the loift, and foon after 

the 
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the 98th, Wer6 ordered to the Prefidency^ 
to embark from thenee for Bengal in their 
tiray to Europe. 

Your Lordfhip and the Board were fully 
impreffed with the neceffity of reducing the 
public followers dnd field eftablifliment of 
the army, in order to lighten the burdeft 
of expenditure, and to liquidate part of 
thofe arrears already incurred j . but the 
protradion of the treaty with Tippoo un- 
avoidably induced you to defer that inea^ 
fure, until the mutual reftitution of Amboor 
arid Dindigul fhoiild be efFeded. That 
fevent at laft took place, while his cruel 
Ihaflacre was ftrong in every memoty^ 
tv^hile his infultihg treatment of thofe whom 
he rekafed excitfed general indignation, arid 
Ivhile his detention of 200 * Englifh 

^ He had made them' be drcamcired and enrolled in 
his fervicci 

prifoners 
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jprirotiers feemed to preclude all pacific adx4 
pcftations*. 

I haftened to , Fort St. George, to lay 
before your Right Honourable Prefident, a 
faithful ftatement of your fouthern affairs j 
of our proceedings and expenditure; as well 
as to explain the meritorious conduit: of the 
troops in that quarter^ and the eminent 
exertidils made by Mn Sulivan and Mn 
Inwrin at the head, of the civil departments ) 
to prove that even their abilities had not 
been able entirely to corred the evils 
hit^iertb inherent in the fouthern fyftem j 
and to point out refources for the fpeedy 
liquidatioa ^f tlie ai;my arrears j it was my 

* t muffi igain be permitted to remark, that fuch were? 
thb ^i^barraffinents and ^iftrefs under which the differeirt 
Prefidencies laboured, that, notwithflanding theie ind- 
ents, the treaty of peace «rith Tippoo dttltaun was gene-^ 
hdly eonfidered as a rteafure eligible for the Englifli in- 
terefts in India : It is ajfo a prevalent opinion, that if the 
negdtiadohs had not been condaded under fome unfa* 
vbttrable circumfiaacesy the difUnguiih^d knowledge and 
abilities of Sir George Staunton were peculiarly adapted 
t6 pfocttre the mod beneficial terms. 

inten- 
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intention from thence to have embarked 
with my own regiment for Bengal, where 
I fhould have been fenior officer of the 
King^s fervic'e/ and fecoild ift command on 
that eftablifhment; but I could not think 
bf withdrawing 'from the foutherii ftation 
While any thing remained for me to re- 
ptefent in behalf of your fouthern forces^ 

Permit itie now, My Lord and Gentle- 
men J to offer my bcfl apologies for the 
tedioufnefs of this recapitulation*— It ex- 
hibits various incidents, in their rife^ pro- 
grefs, and completion* In this view, it 
may prove not altogether uninterefting to 
that clafs of public fervants^ who wifh to 
derive after-information from pafl tranf^c- 
tions. — At all events, I prefume, it has fuf- 
ficiently evinced that our endeavours having 
proved lefs permanently advantageous than 
might have been expe£tedj ajrofe from the 
circumflances under which we afted, and 

can 
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can ngilhcr be attributed to me, hbr to the 
aSrimy I commanded. 

It lis fully known to ybiir Boards that the 
fyftem of conciliation to which Mr. Sulivatt 
and myfelf had rigidly adhered *, does not 
Accord with the opinions of any confider- 
4ble portion of either fervice. Various 
circumftances of contention had for many 
years excited enmity between the civil and 
military. — Thefe habits of difunion w^ere 
greatly ftrengthened during the government 
of Sir Thomas Rumbold, when the pre- 
tenfions of your fubordinate Chiefs were 
either eftablilhed or confirmed. By the 
regulations alluded td, the commandant of 
a garrifon or pfbvince came under the 
detail command of the civil Chief. The 
Chief received reports and paroles, kept the 

^ Notwlthftandtng the dllTenfions thiit raged among all 
ranks of Eurbpeans in India, I had the good fortune to 
avoid every fpecies of difcnffion ; having neither exhibited 
a charge, nor been (he fubjedl of complaint from any per« 
fon in the country. . '* ^^ 

P keys 
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keys of the garrifon, and had diredion of 
ftores, magazines, and defences in the fort» 
Hence it happened during the late war, 
that the command was not delegated to the 
military officer until the enemy were in 
ipotion againft the place. Then it was only 
Co delegated, that the Chief might provide 
for his own fafety, and throw the odium of 
furrender on the Commander. Thus, in- 
ftead of a regular military control, a fyt 
tematic animofity prevailed : the magazines 
were left without grain, the garrifbns with- 
out ftores, and the country fo deftitute of pre- 
paration*, that on the irruption of Hyder 
Ally, the forts in the Carnatic fell an eafy 
prey to the invader. Thefe irritations were 
too frequently increafed by military vehe- 
mence on the one hand, and by aflfumptions 
of the civil fervice on the other. 

As the natives of Indoftan have little re- 
fpe£t for any but the military characiter, 

♦ Before the commencement of the war, the forts 
throughout the Carnatic were in general under the orders 
of the Nabob's government* 

the 



feKGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA, tttl 

the civil fervaiits^ ia Order to ac-* 
qiiir^ confequence, have ufually aflumed 
a fuperiorlty over the militaryi Thus the 
Chief or Refident was frequently held forth 
as the Phouzdar or General of the provincei 
who was prevented by greater objeds from 
taking the fields but whofe mandates the 
foldiery were bound to obey. The recent 
contefts between Government and the 
military Commanders, together with the 
unufual proportion of king's oflGlcers lately 
employed in India, have unavoidably 
thrown into circulation a greater mafs of 
opinions adverfe to the civil fervice, and 
given a greater currency to military pre- 
tenfions, than could be expefted from the 
officers of your own eftabliihment : to thefe 
irritating circumftances has been added, 
the extreme preflure of perfonal diftrefs 
in a pernicious climate, where there ia 
perpetual hoftility and continued fatigued 

P a During 



atz A VIEW OI^ THE 

During the late war, many officers were 
obliged to fell their furniture and wearing 
apparel, in order to procure a fcanty fub- 
fiftence ; while others could n6t poffibly find 
means of appearing as became their ftation 
If a pittance of their arrears was to be ad- 
vanced, it often came attended with cir- 
cumftances fo fingularly difreputable, that 
nothing ftiort of penury could juftify the 
offer or acceptance ; if in Company's bonds, 
they were hardly negotiable ; if in Bengal 
bills, the holders of them loft thirty, forty, 
or fifty per cent ; and if. the payment 
took place in an out-garrifon, the difcretion 
or caprice of ' the paymafter alone deter- 
mined the mode of payment. Needy offi- 
cers, at the mercy of fuch a fuperior, have 
frequently fubmitted to receive a month's 
arrears in rice, teas, wines, and other mer- 
chandize*. When thefe and fimilar inci- 
dents 

* The diflrefles of the country, the w«nt of money, and 
the calamities of war, rendered it imprafticable for the 

Board 
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cknts recur to your remembrance ; when 
you recoUedt how patiently your troops 
have fufFered, and how bravely they have 
fought; you will undoubtedly admit, that 
their prefent difcontents are not ill founded, 
and that their grievances call loudly for 
redrefs. 

It is by the good order and efficiency of 
the military conftitution alone, that the 
Englifh dominions in the Eaft can be pre- 
served. This is requifite, not merely to 
r-epel invafion, but for the current bufi. 
nefs of your pofleflions, which you have 
never yet been able to condudl without 
military V power. If therefore, an habitual 
intervention of the military in detail 0£ 
civil management, juftifies the appellation 
of military government, there is no country 

Boafd of Madras to prevent thefe evils ; on the contrary^ 
the important operations tWtHed. by that Goveronienr> 
mider the preiTure of fuch embarraiTments, is one of the 
drongeiltefli monies that can be adduced in proof pftb^ir 
talents, fortitude, and exertion. 

P 3 on 
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pn earth fo peculiarly entitled to that defig^f 
nation as the Engliih fettlements in India, 
Befidcs, as no country can be more habi^ 
tuated to cpnvullions, wars, ?ind reyolu^ 
tions, it follows that the public endeavour^ 
jttiould be ftrenuoufly dire£ted to pbtain pera 
fedipn in the military fyftem, 

When we compare the difcipline of your 
f roops, and the conftitution pf your armies, 
with thpfe pf other European powers iq 
Jndia, the fuperiority is evidently with the 
Englifh ; but when we look back to the 
days of Clive and Lawrence, to the fmall- 
pefs pf their force, and the magnitude of 
their atchievements, we muft confefs that 
more recent occurrences have exhibited s^ 
mortifying contraft. The hiftory of many 
years preceding the period of ypur Govern^ 
ment, is .filled with the detail of pur im- 
policy. The beft regiments pf cavalry 
upon the Coaft were driven from the 
/s feryice to t|ie enemy. Garrifon§ 

were 
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were left deftitute of military ftores, or 
provifion : fliameful aggrefEons* were 
committed againft every native power: 
unjuft wars were unfkilfully conduded: 
there were neither preparations, concert, 
nor precaution : forts fell at the firft fum- 
mons, detachments were cut off, armies 
were captured, countries depopulated, a 
ruinous conteftf was concluded by a de-. 
grading pacification, only to make way 
for ftill more humiliating events; the 
troops were ftarving, the treafury empty, 
all credit gone, and all ranks difTatisfied, 
The empire of opinion, which we had ob- 
tained in India, was thrown away; and 
there remained a manifeft impoflibility of 
mainu^sning the territorial empire in its 
wafted and diftradcd condition. 

Thefe form but an incomplete enumera- 
tion of circumftances that mark the hafty 
progrefs of our decline. The Arabs have 

* No faith in our treaties. 
f War of 1767 with Hyder. 

P 4* fallen, 
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fallen, the Moors have degenerated, tho 
Portuguefe have decayed, the Dutch hav§ 
dwindled, the French are bereft of terri- 
tory : all of them have been great and 
powerful, and conquerors in India j all of 
them have paid the forfeit of mifcondudl, 
The Englifh having attained a loftinefs of 
fituation in the Eaft beyond the moft afpir-^ 
ing fancy of their rivals, are now precipi^ 
tating from their elevation j and thus they 
are leaving a monitory example to all fu-? 
ture innovators, that no energy of former 
atchievement or extent of adlual power 
can fupport a Government while wafting 
with internal principles of diflblution, 

If we are to look for a renovation of the 
Englifh interefts in India, it muft arife from 
fuch exertions as thofe of your Right Ho^ 
npurable Prefident. The difficulties with 
which you have fuccefsfully contended, the 
counteradion you. have experienced, and 
your ability under moft perplexing circun^- 

ilances^ 
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fiances, yield a well-grounded expectation, 
that in the profecution of a general and 
digefted reform, your labours would be 
crowned with the utmoft brilliancy of 
fuccefst 

Of all the objeds within your Prefi-* 
dency, the improvement of your military 
fyftem is the moft urgent and the leaft dif- 
ficult. The difcipline and manoeuvres of 
the European and Sepoy infantry, as well 
as of your artillery and the few cavalry in 
your fervice, are formed on the beft models 
of Europe; and it is aflerted that, before 
the war, their appearance would have done 
credit to any fervice, while their gallantry 
and endurai^ce form a fubjed of hiftorical 
applaufe, 

The oflScers upon the coaft are habituated 
to a£t in emergencies with a facility that 
few fubordinate officers in Europe ever 

have 
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have a pro^c£fc of acquiring. Before an 
officer attains the rarrk of Captain, he mtaft 
unavoidably have been often charged with 
the command of parties on diftant marches, 
in the conveyance of ftores, in the guard 
of pofts and ftrongholds, in the bufinefs of 
colle£Hon, and in metiacing of refractory 
Ptjlygars, together with every other feries 
of duty which can occur. From hence it 
will be found, that there are few fervices 
indeed where fo many men poflefe the 
pradical requifites of an officer. How 
ftrongly have zeal, knowledge, and ability 
Been cxem|>lified during the late conteft, 
by thofe who comimand your Sepoy batta- 
lions F-^With what addrefe did they foothe 
the fufferings of their foldiers, relieve their 
wants, and reftrain the well-grounded 
clamours of men, whom the public necef- 
fities had left in extremity of diftrefs 5 
Thefe confiderations fuggeft the benefit of 
reftraining indifctiiliinate admiflion into the 

fervice, 
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fervice, and of fekding a fueceifion of 
deferving officers for the comiaand pf all 
your corps. 

The higher orders of your fervice, no 
doubt, pofTefs in a ftill ftronger degree the 
pradtical advantages now defcribed ; but 
9S the military rife in India is by rotation 
without purchafe, it is fcarcely poflible to 
tecome a field oflScer in lefs than twenty 
years. Few conftitutions are equal, in that 
climate, to fo long a feries of fatigue. Be** 
fides, your field officers in general com^ 
mand the confiderable garrifpns. As they 
regimentally belong to the four battaliona^ 
of your two regiments of European in^^ 
fantry, thefe corps are frequently left to the 
junior Captains, who are folicitous of pro^ 
curing appointments to the Sepoys^ and 
take little intereft in the difcipline of the 
Europeans. But may not the command of 
an European corps be rendered permanent 
and advantageous, like thofe in England? 

May 
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May not the condition of ancient officers 
be relieved by the eftablifhment of half- 
pay, and the permiffion of felling their 
commiffions ? By thefe means, thofe who 
arc difqualified for zealous execution of 
their duty, n>ight retire with a provifion for 
their after- days, and give opportunities of 
advancement to others more earneft in pur- 
fuit of military reputation. 

The growing ftrength and difcipline of 
your enemies, and our late difafters, point 
out the wifdom of Sir Eyre Coote's requi- 
fitions for an increafe of Europeans to form 
the central ftrength of your armies. He 
maintained that at leaft 10,000 Europeans 
fliould be conftantly complete for fervice in 
the three Prefidencies. An objedion has 
arifen from the quick mortality occafioning 
a burdenfome demand for new fupplies of 
»men; but this may be in a great meafure 
remedied, by falutary preparations for the 
reception of the recruits from Europe, — by 

ftationing 
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ftationing them in healthy quarters, enfor-* 
cing regularity, and reftraining the fale of 
arrack and other pernicious liquors. 

With regard to your Sepoys, the public 
fhould be watcliful of their dxfcipline, and 
liberal to confirm their attachment. It h 
by their good condua that your fettlements 
have hitherto been preferred, and to them 
you are to truft for after-ftability. That 
they are partial to your fervice, is evinced 
by recent experience. Let them receive 
the common juftice due to every foldier ; 
let them be regularly paid and enabled to 
fubfift their families ; — let the wife inftitu- 
tion of admitting the children of wounded 
or defervi^g Sepoys, to be enrolled and to 
draw pay from the battalions, be conti- 
nued; and the Black officers be treated with 
indulgence and refpeft. It is farther requi- 
fite that the mode of ifluing pay be fo 
amended as to remove any poffible imputa- 
tion of fraudulent, exadtions committed 

againfl; 
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ftgaiaft die Sepoys, by ufurious advances of 
money in the moments of diftrefs, by 
undue ftoppages for articles which eithet 
have not been furniflxed or are overcharged, 
and by other unjuftifiable praftices. In 
that cafe we may venture to jpronounce, 
that while their expertnefc in manoeuvre, 
the interior occonomy of the battalions, and 
the conduct of their officers, continue to 
infpire them with a fenfe of fuperiority, no 
probable events can fhake their adherence. 
As the European officers on the Coaft are 
»ot generally converlant with the country 
languages, it may be farther proper to 
dire<3:, that every one afpiring to the com- 
mand or adjutancy of a Sepoy corps, fhould 
firf): learn the Moorifli or Malabar diale£t. 

Although I cannot perfuade myfelf, that 
it is judicious to admit Parias* into bat- 
talions with men of reputable cafts f j yet 

* Parias are the ontcafts of the country, and are held to 
be impure by the Gentoos. 

f Cafls mean the different claffes or fedls to which Gen- 
tODs belong. 

7 affuredly 
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afluredly the mixture of Moormen, Ra-4 
jaT^poote, GentooSi and Malabars in the 
fume coips, is extremely beneficial, for it, 
ftimuUtes by emul^ioni and retrains all 
dangerous confederacies, which cannot ei^ 
cape the jealoufy of contending fedts. I have 
alio recommended the corps of Topa{&es 
or defcendants of Europeans, who retain 
the chara€teriftic qualities of th^ progenia 
tors. They form a check upon the other 
native troops, and are more eafily main- 
tained in movements of difiiculty; for they 
eat any food like Europeans, and that corps 
would alfo become a nurfery for hundreds 
of children who are yearly loft to the com- 
munity. 

The expences attending your cavalry 
have deprived you of that eflential con- 
ftituent of an army. Indeed, the ilrange 
impolicy which drove four well-appointed 
regiments from the Nabob's fervice to that 
of Hyder, has left you with fcarcely a 

fufii- 
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fuflSciency of horfe ta form a grand guard 
in front of your main army. — All parties ad-» 
mit the neceifity of augmenting that branch 
of your eftabliflimentj efpecially as yont 
enemy * can bring more than 60,000 horfe-» 
men into the field. But the extravagant 
rates at which your troop horfes are pur- 
chafed, the ftill more extravagant price at 
which they are maintained, the unreafon- 
able pay of your troopers, and the lavifh 
allowances to cavalry officers, render it 
almoft chimerical to fuggeft the means of 
new modelling that fervice. 

Notwithftanding thefe objedions, a plan 
had occurred to me, which, if it had beefl 
my lot to remain in India, fhould have 
been fubmitted to your confideration, for 
raifing 5,000 horfe at au moderate rate.-^ 
The troopers to receive only a fmall pro- 
portion of pay more than the infantry, and 

* Tippoo Sultaun. The Maratus caa bring ioo»oco« 
and the Nizam 6o»oco horfe into the field. 

the 
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the horfes to be fed at a ver^ reduced al- 
lowance, without any farther contra<9r, con- 
tingency, or extra charge.— *-Thus the ex- 
pence of a cavalry eftablifhnaent would be 
brought within the limits of the Coaft 
finances. Neither would any engagements 
on the part of Government be required^ 
except that the officer charged with the ex- 
ecution fhould be eftabliflied in one of the 
great northern ftations, and that the Nizam, 
as well as other country Powers, fhould 
admit his agents to purchafe horfes freely 
throughout their territories. ' Laftly, that 
Government fhould order all renters and 
collectors of revenue in the pofTeflions of 
the Company and of the Nabob not to 
cliiarge more than eigat fhillings, or one 
jpagoda/^/- rob meafures, for all the gram* 
fufnifhed to the cavalry, which, at the rate 
of one pagoda^ per month, would be an 
allowance to each* horfe of more than three 
meafures /^r daW 
^ A. kind of pulfe on which horfes are fed in India. 

Q^ The 



:i 
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The artiUarj has become a great iaftru-* 
laent of military operations in the fyftem o£ 
Indian warfare^ and has maintained a rd**^ 
putation hardly furpafled in any fervice* It 
may not however be unneceflary to obferve^ 
that the augmentation of fo ponderous a 
Olftchinery is attended vritb unTuppoitaUe 
expence, and obftru£U thofe fuddea aad 
une^&ed moTemseots by which die -great 
events in India have been atcbieredr But 
whether it is to be continued oa «n ex- 
tended or coQtra&ed fcale^ the department 
of ftores^ artificers^ and conveyance^ fonSH' 
}ng the great s^pendage dfthe artillery^ caUt 
aloud for reformation^ 

It l}as already been fuggefibed^ tliat all 
the corps ought to he equipped with a fufr 
£ciency of artificers aad conveyance for 
the repairs and movements of their own 
baggage, ftores^ and aranaunition* Thus 
they will be at all times ready for emiergen* 
cies, and the (lore department will be re- 
lieved 
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tieved from i\te embairaflbient of caitying 
inuikat amMimhioni with which k is aC 
prefent encuiiibered, as well as With Tarious 
other articles bdoTiging to the hattaiioas* 

Thfe ntimefous body of Lafcars, artificers 
aod other public follow^s attached to that 
department^ conftitute the next objed of 
confiieratkMir They ihonld aiTuredly be 
re^ment&d^ or formed inta corps tmder 
the (:omniaftd of £4ropean officers^ rei^oo^ 
iibfe fot thdr ctmdo&y prDficiency, lod 
Kgokr jreosipt of pay. From lihe want of 
lilcb an arrangement during the laAe di^ 
trefles, all reigukr di4%)urremencs to the troopB 
weve impededy ^nd the pnblk fbilower^ wer^ 
©fte«i.fham<&liy neglected. Miich benefit 
would alfo be derived from feparating the 
Gomplctt^ent hdb^Ing to the fi^Id and bat« 
te^ng trails ; add £rom eftabK&i«g In «acfc ^ 
tatitonment a cdmmifiBiry of ftoires, pro** 
Tided with every article neceflary to en- 
able the divifion to wbkh he belongs, 
Q^z to 
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to move on 'the fhprteft notice, without 
reference to the ftore-keepers of garrifons, 
who are not fufficiently under military 
control to be eatrufted with military pre- 
paration. 

It is farther extremely requifite, thai 
your corps of Pioneers fliould be encreafed, 
not only for the fake of expertnefs and 
difpatch in the preparations of a fiege, but 
to facilitate the rapid movements of your 
armies. So attentive was Hyder to this 
branch of his eftablifhment, that he feldom 
maintained fewer than 5,000 Comc^ooty 
mcOj or Pioneers, who preceded his line, 
cleared the roads, and enabled him to move 
with a celerity fejdom equalled by Europeans. 

The ahufes* and deficiencies in your 
bullock department, h^ve long been the 
fubjed of complaint. When , Sir Eyre 

* The great mafs of army conveyance in India^ is 
.performed by ballocks. 

5 Goote 
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Coote in 1782 required 30,000 bullocks, 
to ^nable the Carnatic army to move with > 
efFed, the total number adtually ferving 
with it did not, T believe, .exceed 9,000; 
rior has that army ever been able to pro- 
cure a complement for diftant operations. 
To this caufe has been chiefly attributed 
the failure of the Carnatic War, and indeed 
the evil in queftion feems almoft beyond 
a remedy ; for the principal black men, who 
ufed to engage their bullocks * in your 
ffervice, have been fufFered to run mufter 
upon mufter in arrears, after fpending their 
ftock, and ftraining their credit on the pub- 
lic faith : and at laft, fuch have been the 
diftrefles of the times, with more than twelve 
months of unliquidated balance due to them, 
and after having loft many hundreds of their 
cattle through fatigue and ficknefs, they 

♦ The rate at which bullocks arc hired for the public 
fervicc is two and a half pagodas per month for a draught 
bullock, and two pagodas for a carriage bu{lock« The 
fouthern army hired them for lefs by a half pagoda per 
month, or twenty-five per cent. 

0^3 have 
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have been difmifled from the Compan/a 
employmentf 

It was not by fUch means that the Enm 
glifli charaiSer became refpedlable in this 
country. There was a period no farther 
diftaiit than the days of General Lawrence, 
when the natives of Indoftan held tha 
engagements of an Engliihman to he unal'^ 
terable j they reprefented him with all the 
attributes pf prowefs in war, and of juftice 
in peace. Thus confidence and venera-^ 
tion vrere fo mingled in their eftimatioa of 
him, that their fenfations pf fecurity wer^ 
ftronger under an Englifh aiithority, than 
under the b?ft pf their native princea. Ii; 
thofe days the purfe of the individual was 
ever open tp the public exigency^ for every 
individual cpnilded in the faith and credit 
of the public. It muft be confeiTed that s^ 
ibia adherence tp engagement, and the 
fandity of public faith, were never more 
gpiifpicupu^ than undev your Qpv^njnient, 

but 
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l*it unfortunately the mifcondud of your 
predeceflbrs left you deftitute of mean* to 
maintain that promptitude of difburfcment, 
and liberality of reward, by which th« 
Soglifh 6rft ro& to elevation in India* 

The next material objefl: is, the departs 
ment of Engineers, including not only 
preparations for befieging, but the defen# 
flre coridition of your forts. You have a 
refpedable corps of Engineers, under aa 
officer diftinguifhed for his talents of ar- 
rangement. An official enquiry into th< 
a£tual ftatc and deficiencies of provifion^, 
ammunitton, and other iilllitary ftores^ 
would enable you to aicertain the fpecifie 
complement that fhould at all times be 
preferycd in every garrifon of Coromandel^ 

The inlpedlon and defcrlptive report of 

nil the fouthern -garrifons, which are the 

moft important on your Coaft, have long 

agp bgencpmpleted ; for, as foon as the army 

0^4 returned 
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returned from the enemy's country, Cap- 
tain Byres* was requefted by me to under- 
take a furvey of Tanjore, Tritcbinopoly, 
Madura, Pallamcottah,' and Ramnad* This 
he executed with the utmoft ability, and 
alfo tranfmitted to your Prefidency a ftate- 
ment of every particular refpeding thofe 
garrifons, exprefled in accurate and com-^ 
pf ehenfive tierms ; there remains little far- , 
ther therefore, except to beftow a fimilltr 
attention on the other forts, and above all, 
moll rigidly to enforce obedience to fuch 
orders, for replenilhing the magazines. And 
augmenting the. complement of ftores, ^s 
your Engineois and a Committee of Infpec* 
tion may fuggeft. But vain will thefe 
meafures prove, unlefs the ftores, magazines, 
iSlnd fortifications, be fubjeded to fevers and 
"periodical exanjinations, and unlefs the Com- 
mandant cf the place be enabled to enforce 
your inftrucftions. On the other hand, H 
the military ftpre-keepers and civil managers 

# Qhicf Enguiccf to the fouth>ya|-(}* 

be 
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he fufFered to difregard all orders of the 
Commandant, in the diredion of the ma- 
gazines, and preparations for defence, aC- 
furedly the refponfibility in moments of 
attack (hould likewife be transferred to 
them, that there might be fome reftraint, at 
Jcaft, on their negligence or indifcretion. 

The late degrading fcenes of furrender 
without reiiftance at Arcot, Cuddelore, 
Permacoil, and almoft at every other place* 
where the enemy made any vigorous iattack, 
have fuggefted an oeconomical expedient 
of deftroying many inferior garrifbns 
throughout the country. But your Board 
will recolleft, that evefy thing was venal 
on the Coaft for years before Hyder ven- 
tured an invafion; — that he had fecretly 
purchafed the K-illidarfhips f of Arnee, 
Gingee, Carnatic Gur, Thiagar, and vari- 
ous other polls of ftrength. ^ Thefe he fill- 
ed with emiflaries of his own, who, on 

♦ Vcllorc and Wandivafli were the only exceptions, 
f KilHdar is the Mooriih Cbmmandant of a place, 

hi5 
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his firft approach, fccured the European 
officer, if there was one, and furrendered : 
for thofe important places were entirely 
garrifoned by undifciplined dependents of 
the Nabob. But unlefs thefe or fimilar 
pofts are re-occupied, filled with fupplies, 
and defended by regulars, there can be no 
fecurity of communication and fubliftence ; 
much lefs can ofFenfive meafures be effeded 
from the Carnatic into the enemy's Country, 
It will farther be found almoft impracticable 
to repeople the Carnatic, without forts and 
ftrong holds J for the inhabitants fly from 
fituations that afford not protection againft 
predatory cavalry*, 

Befides replenifhing thefe inferior forts, 
the country cannot be fecure without better 
regulation in your confiderable garrifons, 

* Ob tliii qaeftion i( is but jaffiice to remark that tho beft 
anilitary opinions are divided ; and at any rate there U 
Jittle dotibt» that if there were a refpeftable body of ca* 
yalry on the QoaJt eftabUfbownt, the neceffity of main- 
tainiag the in&rior forti woal4 in • |7«|t meafure ceaic. 

an4 
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and a diftrilmtion of your remaining force 
Into three great frontier cantonments. The 
main or central one in the Carnatic, fomc-» 
where between Arcot and Vellore ; the 
fecond, or fouthern one, pear Tritchino-. 
poly ; and the third at EUore, or in fome 
other northern pofition. The laft would 
enable you to ^£1 in defence of the Circars, 
in conjundion with the Nizam, or againft 
Tippoo*s northern polTeffions of Cudapah 
and Kanoul, as circumftances might require. 
Were the main body of your forces thus; 
cftabliflied in a conneded range upon the 
enemy's frontiers, the movements of the 
Carnatic army would no longer continue 
circumfcribed and inefficient as they have 
been ; neither would Tippoo dare to pe* 
netratc into your poflTeffions, left you (hould 
retaliate with fupcripr facility againft his 
own, 

But we cannot; exped a permanency of 
arrangement in the prefent indefi^itc ftato 

of 
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of military command : — while the power 
that fhoiild diredt and the power that fhould 
obey are at variance, while the fubordinates 
are at the mercy of contradidory orders 
from contending authorities, — nothing but 
counteraction can enfuc, .The inferior 
officer looks not to his commander for pre- 
ferment, nor cares for his difpleafure, prO'* 
vided his acquiefcence with the civil intereft 
can procure him an appointment. • The con^ 
dition of the Commander is ftill more humi^ 
Hating:— without weight to refifl: the en* 
croachments of the civil fervice, his oppo- 
lition only expofes his weaknefs, and his 
compliance infallibly forfeits the confidence 
of the army: — involved in odious dif- 
cuffions, and being overwhelmed with 
committee bufinefs, a very fmall portion of 
his thoughts is bellowed upon the duties of 
his ftation. Hence, for years paft, there 
have been no regular reviews, no infpedlion 
of the troops on the part of the Com- 
jnander ia chief, — no eufcMrcementof the 

eft^blifhed 
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cftablifhed regulations of the Coaft fervice, 
and fo little encouragement of parade duty, 
that the difcipline of the army depends folely 
at, this time on the meritorious attention of 
fubordinate officers* ^ 

There appears but one remedy for thefe 
inveterate evils. While the power of a 
Governor refts upon a different bafis fronv 
that of a Commander in chief, the paffion 
for fuperiority will occafion violent and 
dangerous coUifion. The mafs of the civil 
fervice efpoufethe caufe of their Governor ; 
the body of the army-range under the ban - 
ners of their General. The firft are able 
and united ;r— the others are fuperior in ve- 
liemence. and number. The difcontented 
of the civil, fervice make common caule 
with the military ;-*-the obfequious of the 
military take fhelter under the wing of 
civil patronage. - Hence a general ferment 
is- excited :-« — ^The civil fervice proftcute 
-their meafures with methodical affiduityj— - 

the 
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the military indulge in clamorous exccid# 
The grounds of difcontent are communi-* 
cated to the numerous attendants who fm> 
tound all Europeans:— from thde thejr 
Ipread through Other claffes of the natives^ 
ind extending over the peninfula in- 
volve every Eoglifhman in the hatred arid 
contempt of all India. The ^atic!g can-* 
tfcot enter into European diftindions of par- 
tf dpatc^ power : — while they behold Ge- 
nerals felling Governors, ^aid Governors 
trrefting Generals, they neceffiinly tbiask 
Ul of either fituation. 

So indiipenfable in all Eaftern Govcrft* 
ment is power undifputed and cbotrol witb* 
cut counteradion, that we cannot hope to 
fee a period put to thefe calamities until aa-» 
thority fhail iffue from one fourcc, and flow 
in one equal undivided ftreanu Were this 
the cafe, — were the powers of Governor 
and Commander in chief united in the fame 
perfon, ftill fubjeding all public afb of 

Govern- 
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Govemmetit td the voice of a council or 
committee^ the' civil and militaiy would 
forget their animofitics 5 and inftead of re- 
garding each other as contending fijuadrons, 
they would feel themfelves confederate 
forces ading under the fame leader* No 
longer would the deliberative plans for the 
cdndudt of a war be thwarted by reludant 
execution or a^ual difobedience, nor the 
moft alluring hopes of decifive enterprife be 
ftifled by the Ijparing hand that fhould fup- 
port them. Neither' caa it be conceived, 
that from this amendment any difadvantage 
would fefult to the military. At prefent 
they have the mortification to behold their 
leader without power, influence^ or refpedt: 
in the other cafe» be would poflefs them all# 
Were the lame petfon Governor and -Com- 
mander in chaef^ the o£cef next in fe-- 
niority would naturally be entrufted with 
the general coadud of the army^ and 
enjoj confideratioa due tQ the fecoobd ia 

command 



a4o A VIEW'OF THE 

command of a great military eftablifhment. 
Thus the ungovernable feuds , of party. 
would be checked, and there would be 
fome profped that the public welfare might 
engage the undiftraded attention of vthofc 
to whom it was entrufted. 

■ it 

With regard to your civil fervice, it poC- 
feffes many advantages. The young gen- 
tlemen fent out in that capacity are, in 
general, well educated j and, oit their arri- 
val at the Prefidency, are admitted to affiff 
in the bufinefs of the different offices, in- 
cluding nearly the whole detail of public 
proceedings that can occur in any govern- 
ment. In fad, fuch has been the falutary 
operation of thefe initiations, that your 
Prefidency alone has produced more men of 
extended capacity in bufmefs, than' could 
probably be found in all the public of- 
fices of London. Thefe acquirements are 
extended, as the individual advances in 
the fervice. He is fucceffively employed 

as 
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as Paymafter and Store-keeper of a garri-; 
fon, Paymafter and Commiflary of ah 
army, Refident with a country prince, Su* 
perintetidant and CoUedtor of a province^ 
or Chief of a fubordinate fettlement in th^ 
regular gradation towards Council and Com-* 
mittee. In each of thefe employments, the 
current tranfadions are more weighty, the 
refponfibility more immediately perfonal,and 
the duty more comprehehfive than ufually 
fall to the lot of any unexalted individual in 
England. It is in your power to dired: to* 
wards important public purpofcs thofe ufe-» 
ful qualifications, and to do away any ex* 
ifting imperfedions. 

Once more allow me to repeat the 
affertion, that no fervant in the civil de- 
partment, entrufted with the charge of 
military ftores in a garrifon, nor any one 
holding an' appointment with an army, 
fhould be fufFered to confider himfelf as 
independent of the Commandant. While 
R fahdion 
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fandioti is giren to fo unwarrantable an af- 
fumption, nothing but negligence and dif- 
cord can take place. For experience afcer- 
tains, that the main contentions in India 
have arifen from the coUifion of interfering 
pretenfions. Thefe cannot exift, where the 
mutual relations of obedience and command 
are accurately defined. Every officer obeys, 
with fatisfadion, the orders of your Board 
as the ruling power of the country ; but 
very few fubmit without reluctance to 
the mandates of fubordinates. When 
military men, therefore, have had tranfac- 
tions only with the Board, your intentions 
have been cheerfuUy^ fulfilled : whereas, in 
all inftances of inferior interference, ruinous 
difTentions have been generated. Let me 
add, that the ftrong enforcement of obe* 
dience by military trial, renders them more 
prompt and ufeful inftruments of public 
duty, than thofe of the other fervice, who 
are under no control, and who, by hazard- 
ing an eventual but improbable difmifiiont 

may* 
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inly commit repeated a<Sts of difobedience 
with impunity* 

Thus far my obfervations have imme^ 
diately referred to abufes in your military 
iyftem; but what avails the improvement 
of that fyftem ; which is only ufeful to pro- 
tt€t your pofleffions, if wafte and devafta- 
tion are fuflfered to render them hardly worth 
protedbing, and unequal to fupport the force 
on which their fafety muft depend? You" 
have feen mifery in its worft afped, the 
mifery of famine, abundantly predominant 
within the bound hedge of Madras : you 
have feeri, under your own walls, the in-* 
fant dying for want on the breaft of his mo- 
ther J the old and the young, the parents 
and the children, mingling their laft groans^ ^ 
arid expiring in your kennels : you have 
feen whole families of fpedres in human 
fliape, digging in the entrails of a dead car-^ 
rion^ and, when thefe* means have faUed^ 
furrendering themfelves with a truly Afiatid 
R a apatUy 
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apathy to the wild dogs and vulture thai 
waited to devour their carcafes : you have 
feen, for months together, a hundred bo- 
dies daily covering your ftreets^ with cir- 
cumftances of horror too Ihocking to enu* 
Imerate* ! Nor is it within the bound hedge 
of Madras only, that the internal wafting 
of the country can be traced : during twen- 
ty-feven months o£ continued movement 
through a large extent of your dominions, 
the duties of my ftation familiarized me 
with the whole gradation of territorial 
abufes, neither lefs palpable nor diftrefsful 
than thofe with which you yourfelves are 
perfonally acquainted. 

« 

♦ Every praaicablc cfFort was made by Governmenf 
ftnd by individuals to relieve the diilrefles of the wretched 
.natives, who flew from all quarters of the Carnatic to 
take flielter under the walls of Madras. Thoufands of 
them received daily diflributions of rice, and many more 
.were conduced, at the public expence, to the northern 
^ provinces, which had fuffcrcd Icfa than the Carnatic bf 
the calamities of war» 

It 
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It has been already ftated, that the ravages 
of the enemy are by no means the greateft 
evils, of which thofe countries have com- 
plained. While the territorial management 
of the countries now affigned to the Compa- 
ny^ riemained with the Nabob, the oppreffive 
practices undoubtedly prevailed that mul- 
tiply exatiion through every Eaftern Go- 
vernment. Indefinite claims and arbitrary 
impofitions fell heavy upon the Polygars, 
and other tributaries. The Head Renters 
and Amuldars of diftriifts, as well as all in- 
ferior inftruments of collection, were im- 
pelled to harafs the inhabitants, not only to 
fatisfy their own rapacioufnefs, but to feed 
the avarice of their faperiors ; for they 
knew that the only tenure by which they» 
keld dieir appointmentls, was the frequent 
repetition of a bribe. The finances of the 
Durbar were involved by an unmethodized 
expenditure, and wafled on worthlefs Euro- 
peans at home and abroad, ^t length the 
diiburfements eflential to the current bufi- 
R 3 ncfa 
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nefs of the country were totally obftrudecl^ 
and the urgent clsdms of powerful indivi-* 
duals introduced the deftrudive pra&ice of 
granting Tunkaws or aflignments on parti- 
cular diftrids. In confquence of which, the 
holder of the Tunkaw is veiled with the 
power of coUefting the amount of his af-» 
fignment within a certain fpace and period 
by the moft outrageous means, 

A b jnd of ill-regulated foldiery and but- 
denfome retainers corifumed the produce 
of the country, and difturbed the labours 
of the farmer and manufa£turer. Thefe 
caufes of defalcation in the Nabob's re-t 
fources, at amomeitt when the exigencies of 
the late war demanded the utmoft energy, 
afFoided the ftrong argument of urgent ne-» 
ceffity for transferring his territory and re-* 
venues to the ufes and dlredtion of the 
Company, The truth and juftice of thefc 
lirguments muft of courfe remain, as 
|png {is the OL^ceffity on which they reft* 
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At the fame time it fhould not be forgotten, 
that during the government of the Nabob, 
no European whatever, excepting thofe in 
his fervice, was permitted to have any in- 
fluence in the country. The Englifli, there- 
fore, were exempted from the odium of 
perfonal interference, or rather the rod of 
Moorifh defpotifm was contrafled with the 
milder attributes fuppofed to charaderiie 
an Englifh adminiftratioiu 

When the Company afiumed the fove« 
reignty, the transfer of authority from the 
eftabliihed ruler to an alien power^ no doubt,: 
imprefled the natives with diftrufl ; in lieu 
of which your Committee of afligned reve- 
nue have, by their eminent exertions, fub- 
ftituted confidence and fecurity. TQliey 
have aboliihed the deftru£live grants of 
Tunkaws, and other abufes in the country 
management; — they have exhibited great 
ability, as well as unblemifhed integrity j— 
and they have rendered the revenues ex>* 
R 4 tremely 
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tremely produdive iu moft unprofperous 
times. It was not however poffible for 
them entirely and immediately to reprefe 
the mifconduft of inferior inftruments% 
who are eager to perpetuate oppreffion, and 
to enforce unufual meafures by unpre- 
cedented means. The fituation of the couih- 
try rendered it neceflary to continue the 
pradice of renting extenfive diftri£ts to the 
higheft bidder : although every precaution 
was adopted to prevent the abufe of power, 
ftill the collections, could not be enforced, 
Vnlefs an unreftrained authority were vefted 
}n the Renter. His objedl too frequently is, 
to take advantage of the prefent moment, 
and, doubtful of futurity in a country at all 
times liable to fluduation, to ranfack and 
embfzzle, that he may go off at laft enrich- 
ed with the fpoik of his province. The 
fa£t is, that in every part of the peninfula 
where the Renters are eftabliflied, not only 

* The Black agents, who manage the whole detail of 
cplle^on in the different diftridb. 

the 
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tlic Ryot and the hufbandman, but the 
manufacturer, the artificer, and every other 
Indian inhabitant, is at the mercy of thole 
minifters of public exadion*. 

The eftabliflied pradice throughout this 
part of the peninfula has for ages been, to 
allow the farmer one half, of the produce 
of his crop, for the maintenance of his 
family and the rccultivation of the land, 
while the other is appropriated to the Cir- 
ear. In the richeft foils undet the Cowle of 
Hyder, producing three annual crops, it is 
hardly known that lefs than forty per cent. 
of the crop produced has been allotted to 
the hulbandman : yet Renters on the coaft 
have not fcrupled to imprifon reputable 
farmers, and to inflict on them extrenip fe<- 
verity of punifhment, for refufing to accept 
of fixteen in the hundred as the portion out 
of which they were to maintain a family, 

♦ While Tinhrelly remained under the fuperintendance 
6f Mr. Irwin, that province formed an exception not lefs 
fleafing than exemplary from thofe general bbfervations* 

to 
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to furnifli ftocfc and implements of hof- 
bandry, cattle, feed, and all expences inci- 
dent to the cultivation of their lands. But 
fiiould the unfortunate Ryot be forced to 
fobmit on fuch conditions, he has ftill a 
long lift of cruel impofitions to endure :— 
be muft labour weeks after weeks at the 
repair of water-courfes, tanks, and embank- 
ments of rivers; — -his cattle, Iheep, and 
every other portion of his property is at the 
dilpofal of the Renter, and his life might 
pay the forfeit of refufal. Should he pre- 
fume to reap his harveft when ripe> witb^ 
eut a mandate from the Renter, whofe 
Peons, Conicoplys, and Retainers attend 
on the occafion, nothing fliort of bodily 
torture and a confifcation of the little that 
is loft him could expiate the offence:— 
Would he fell any part of his fcanty por^ 
tion, he cannot be permitted while the 
Ciircar has any to difpofe of :— Would he 
convey any thing to a diftant market, he is 
flopped at every village by the Colle£tor$ 
of Sunkum or Gabelles, yrho exaft a duty 
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for every article exported, imported, or 
difpofed of. So unfupportable is this evil, 
that between Negapatam and Palagat- 
cherry, not more than 300 miles, there arc 
about thirty places of coUedion ; or, in other 
words, a tax is levied every ten miles upoa 
the^ produce of the country. Thus manu« 
fa£ture and commerce are expofed to diir* 
afters hardly lefs fevere than thofe which 
have ocqafioned the decline of cultivation* 

But thefe form only a fmall part of 
the powers with which the Renter is 
invefted. He may fink or raife the ex- 
change of fpecie at his own difcretion, he 
may prevent the fale of grain, or fell it at 
the moft exorbitant rates ; thus at any time 
be may, and frequently does, occafioa 
general famine* Befides maintaining a ufe-' 
lefs rabble, whom he employs under the 
appellation of peons at the public expence ; 
he may require any military force he finds 
Dccefiary for the bufinefe of oppreffiouj^ 
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and few inferior oflScers would have weight 
enough to juftify their refufal oJF fuch aid» 
Should any one however difpute thofe 
powers, fhould the military officers refufe 
to proftitute military fervice to the diftrefs 
of wretched individuals, or fhould the civil 
Superintendant remonflrate againfl fuch 
abufe, nothing could be more pleafing to 
the Renter, who derives from thence innu- 
merable arguments for non-performance of 
icngagements,. and for a long lifi of defal- 
cations. But there are ftill fome other 
not lefs extraordinary conftituents in thci 
complex endowments of a Renter; he 
unites in his own perfqn all the branches 
of judicial or civil authority, and if he 
happen to be a Bramin, he may alfo be 
termed the. reprefentative of ecclefiaflical 
jurifdidion. It would be impertinent to 
enlarge on the confequences of thus hud-^ 
dling into the perfon of one wretched mer- 
cenary, all thofe powers that ought to 
conftitute the dignity and luflre of fupreme 

executive authority^ 

At 
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At the fame time it is but juftice to 
remark, that thefe obfervations cannot be 
with truth confined to the countries under 
Renters appointed in the countries belong- 
ing to the Nabob, The interior manage- 
ment and oeconomy of Tanjore, in defpite 
of the reprefentations of Mr. Sulivan and 
the exhortations of Mr. Swartz are ftill 
more wretched. So wanton and iniquitous 
is the fway of defpotifm there, that the 
goods of the merchant or carrier are fre- 
quently feized by order of the Durban 
If an individual native is incautious enough 
to difplay his wealth, the Rajah's minifters 
feldom reft till he is caught and plunder- 
ed: whips, fcourges, thumb-fcrews, and 
.other inftruments of Indian torture, are 
daily applied to the unhappy fubjeds in 
.€very Cutcherry, or court of juftice, 
throughout the country. Every one there- 
fore who poflefles either gold or Jewels, 
buries them in Tome fecure fpot, and en- 
trufta the fecret only to the moft confiden- 
tial 
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tial of his family. Hence almoft the whole 
Ipecie of the country is diverted from the 
purpofes of circulation ; and an enormous 
annual lofs of treafure is thus occafioned 
by the frequent temoval and extindion of 
families in that diftraded territory. By 
thefe means the moft fertile and once the 
moft populous fpot upon the globe^ is 
already marked with the diftinguiiliing 
features of a defart* 

If my information be not incorreft, a 
furvey of the Circars, or northern territory 
of Coromandel, wOuld alfo exhibit a me- 
lancholy picture. Neither war nor con- 
vuifions have aifflided thofe diftridls for 
many years that they have been under the 
territorial adminiftration of the Company, 
or of Zemindars dependant upon that 
authority. Their defolation muft there-* 
fore be ftill more unequivocally imputed 
to internal mifmanagemeat« 

When 
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When we recolle£t the original object 
of the Englifh fettlements in India, the 
benefits of a commercial intercourfe with 
its once induftrious coafls, we find that it 
lias long ago been loft fight of in a multi- 
tude of territorial concerns, afTumptions of 
fovereignty, and wanton extenfion of 
dominions which our fituatifen renders us 
unfit to govern. Few of thofe who are 
employed in the Company's fcrvicc wil! 
fubmit to the tedious drudgery of mercan* 
tile proceedings; they afpire at fortune 
through the more magnifying medium of 
contra£l8, paymafterfhips, refidencies, and 
chieffliips. The native merchants, Ar- 
menians, and others, who conduced the . 
trading bufinefs of your Coaft, have fuf- 
fered fo feverely during the late diftrefles^ 
as well as by the abolition of confidence 
and public credit, that they have removed 
to. fome lefs precarious fituation, or elfe 
remain inadive in the hopes of better 
times. Neither would the prefent condi- 
tion 
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tion of the Coaft admit of any immediate 
means of re-eftablifliment from commer- 
cial exertions ; for the ftaple articles of . 
your commerce are the produce of your 
lands, and the labours of the manufadurer : 
the decay and approaching extirpation of 
that ufeful clafs of fubjeds has been 
already traced. What then is to conftitute 
the obje£t of exportation ? what is to yield 
the means of circulation, credit, and re- 
fource ? From the fouthward you have at 
prefent no inveftment*; in the Carnatic 
you have hardly the remains of former 
induftryj in the Circars, hitherto undifturb- 
ed by any foreign enemy, you find it dif- 
ficult to load one annual ihip for Europe. 
If the train of this indudtion be not falfe, 

♦ Thcfe obfervations concerning the decline of trade 
and the extirpation of manafa^urers, mud not be con- 
fidered as entirely applicable to every fpot upon thTc 
Coaft. There are many villages to the fouthward, and 
alfo to the northward, where there ftill remains a fuf- 
ficiency of weavers to form an inveftment if properly 
managed ; and the French, as well as the Danes, have 
lately contrived to export confiderable cargoes of Coaft 
goods. 

3 what 
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"what hopes caii you entertain of lightening 
the public embarraflments, while every 
refource in your Government is wafted ? 

Your predeceffors left the country ex- 
Jibing under a complication of calamities. 
•That your wifdom and exertions fhould 
liave found means to prolong its exiftence 
under fuch a crifis, exceeded the expedia- 
tions of your moft faaguine friends, land 
excites the admiration of your bittereft op- 
ponents. You have already applied the 
firm hand of undeviating retrenchment to 
every branch of public expenditure, and 
labouring under unparalleled impediments 
you have perfevered with a vigor and inte- 
grity of which there was no e>cample in the 
Eaft. By this condud you may juftly 
aflume the merit of prefervmg the Garnatic, 
•opprefled with the formidable invafion of 
jiative and European powers, and the more 
mortal wounds inflifted by the govern- 

S ments 
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ments that preceded yours. Bnt mentor 
rious as retrenchment undoubtedly is, you 
feel the inefficiency df that alqac to reftore 
the public vigouF. Fifty latks of pagodas 
remain due by your Prefidency, for fervice$ 
actually performed, or value received:— 
from that fum, when audited, you cannot 
poffibly make any diminution : — to attempt 
fuch a meafure would forfeit the whole ^ 
charadler of Government, or. at leaft 
would be declaring the Indian Public ih- 
• folvent, and compelling their lawful ere* 
ditors into a difrepuiable compolitibn* 
You have already heard the clamours ex- 
cited by fuppofed injuftice in the profecu- 
tion of oeconomical reform. Too fevere a 
retrofpe£t is not always beneficial, and ia 
the prefent inftance would prove deftrudtive 
of equity and public faith. Perhaps it may 
be "better to look forward ; arid inftead of 
invalidating eftablilhed claims for paft fer- 
vices, to take care that every future charge 
7 ihall 
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ih^U accord with that juft proportion whiqji 
ihould ever exift between the difburfement? 
and tefources pf the treafury. 

. your debts, on their prefent footing, are 
jdf^rudlive of all public welfare. With 
<the.wifdom and vigour which have diftini- 
^ifhed your adminiftration, if the Go- 
.vernment were in any degree permanent, 
one year's, Revenue* of your country ought 
jto equal their whole amount; Under ^ 
jarelKeftabJifhed fyftem of public credit, Sp 
4nconfiderabIe a propprtional fum, at the 
^^loTe pf a calamitous war, would hardljr' 

caufe a perceptible inconvenience. :But 

confider to whom, and in what manner 
^^his amount is due : — It has been incurred 
in a feries of five years of protracted .and 
growiivg arrears, in all the fraxSiions Of 
pay, batta, extra-charges, and allowances 
to Civilians, Contradors, Soldiers, Sepoy^^ 

.* AbfHt fifty lacks of pagodas^ ,or 2,000,000/. 

S a Arti^ 
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Artificers, Camp-followers, and all delcrip* 
tioiis of men connedted with the peace or 
war eftabli(hrt)ieiit. If the unfortunate in- 
dividual, urged ^ by fevere necefEty, though 
he muft not hope for money, ihould de- 
mand a certified ftatement, he is harafled 
with a long and fruitlefs attendance j— -the 
auditor difputes his vouchers^ and contefts 

his claims* If at length the certificate 

Ihould be granted, it remains . ah ufelefs 
docket; on the credit of which he can 
'neither purchafe nor procure one fmgk 
article of life. Your government has ex^^ 
hibited a political phenomenon, unprece*- 
dented in the annals of mankind — —a flate 
or public indebted alrafoft to every per- 
fon in its fervice, and yet the fundions 
of authority continuing unimpeded by any 
fcrious commotion... Several drcumftances 
however have fufficiently denoted the ha. 
fZa!?d of fuch a fi^uation. When the em- 
barraffments refulting from a treafury ex- 
haiift^d, a country defolate, and a credit 
* ' - - ruined 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 261 

ruined in the profecution of a deftruftivc 
war, impelled you to dired that all allow- 
ances of batta fhould ceafe, at a period 
when the arrears of the army and diftrefles 
of the country rendered that indulgence 
peculiarly indifpenfable, the remonftr^nces 
and vigorous meafures adopted by the mili- 
tary evinced the public danger pf uniting 
the individuals of a community againft the 
Government. There is but pne alterqa- 
tive ; — ^you muft either liquidate the arrears 
due to your eftablifliment, or you muft riik 
the lofs of India. If Europe and Bengal 
unwifely fliould withhold their aid, that 
liquidation cannot polTibly take place but by 
the re-eftablifhment of your own credit and 
finance : thefe, as well as commerce, are the 
offspring of cultivation and manufadure^ 
which can exift only by induftry and popu- 
lation. Your endeavours to re-eftablifh that 
natural relation of things have already 
crowned the meafures of your adminiftra- 
tion J and when carried to their full coipple- 
5 3 tion. 
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don, will add, to the merit of having pre-» 
ferved the Carnatic from deftru£tion, the 
diftinguifhed charader of haTrng reftored 
it to profperity. 

It would ill become me in addreSing the 
Government of an extenfive country, to 
enlarge on the detail of means by which 
this reftoration may be effeded. Permit 
me, however, to fuggeft, that the legiflative, 
judicial and executive regulations neceffary 
to the profperity of an Indian Government 
are neither complicated nor refined. There 
is one maxim peculiarly applicable to that 
country ,-^that there is no evil more dreaded 
than innovation, nor any duty more facred 
with the natives than cuftcm. Let this 
truth then be the unalterablie beacon and 
^diredory in all plans of renovation refped- 
ing India, where the continued repeals 
and fluduations incident to European efta- 
blifhments excite the utmoft dread and de- 
tellation. 

* The 
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The mode of reftoring profperit y to your 
territories is, in my opinion, extremdy 
£mpie. Thefe countries experienced thei 
refinements of civil polity and regulation 
fuited to their condition, ages before they 
even heard the name of European. You^ 
have only to reftore the general form and 
tenor of the Indian jurifprudence ; and 
where that fyftem, over-rating the preten- 
fions of fuperior cafts, tends to the viola- 
tion of natural law and public welfare, 
there the rigour of Gentoo enaftments 
ihould be mitigated, without deftroying the 
eftabliihed order and gradations of the 
country. Protect the poor from the op- 
preffion of the great, reftrain the defpotic 
violence of the native leaders, and let every 
one within the limits of the Englifli influ- 
ence feel that he is lafe in his property, 
his perfon, and his life* If this were adu- 
ally the cafe, the hufbandman, the labourer, 
•the manufacturer, and the merchant would 
very foon fly from every corner of Indot- 
S 4 tvi, 
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tan, to take fhelter under a government that 
refpeded the facred rights and eftabliflied 
inftitutions of their anceftors, while it 
afforded perfonal fecurity and independence,^ 
the offspring of an Englifh polity* 

The country flill abounds fo. much with 
iheep and cattle, that the full complement 
for all the purpofes of labour and fub-^ 
liftence would foon ^be procured! ; thq 
towns and villages would be repeopled, and 
the fields recultivated with a rapidity un-i 
known in other climates. Such is thei 
natural fertility of thofe countries, and fa 
flrong their propenfity to reprodudion^ 
that the quick renewal of abundance, induf- 
try, and commerce, is the necefTary con-, 
fequence of fecurity; which implies the 
protection of every one in the pofTefTion of 
his own, by reftraining all from the forcible 
or fraudulent appropriation of that which 
belongs not to themfelves. Neither is th? 
celebrated Dn Smith's remark lefs wprthy of 

obferv* 
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obfervancc, that it is the height of imper- 
tinence, even for any public body, to inter- 
fere in the private concerns of individuals. 
How much mpre pernicious muft the pref- 
fure of that fyftem be, which delegates to 
?very fubprdinate inftrument of public au- 
thority, that privilege of individual inter- 
ference, not for public welfare, but for 
felfifh purpofes at the expence of the pro- 
perty and induftry of the fubjed ! 

While the company holds the territorial 
management of the country, it is to be 
dreaded that this happy renovation cannot 
be accomplifhed ; becaufe your civil fer- 
vants, by the conftitution of your eftabliih- 
ment, are under no reftraint, excepting thofe 
of their own fentiments. Every one knows 
that orders are nugatory where there is 
no punifhment for difobedience, and the 
fevereft denunciation of your difpleafure 
^gainft a civil fervant, only difmifles him 
frpni A fervice, which the very aft that 

incurs 
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Incurs your cenfure probably aaaibles and 
Inclines him to relinquiih. The expedi^ 
tnt of military interference in the bufmeft 
of interior management, h ftill a more 
' egregious violation of all good poKcy and 
public truft. For though militaiy men 
are far more proper to be charged with 
ipecific orders than Civilians, being an- 
fwerable for difobedience with their lives ; 
yet the exertion of the military arm in the 
detail of civil regulation implies a total 
abrogation of all civil rights, and declares 
aloud that no power prevails but that of 
force. 

. You have already found, that ruinous 
as both thefe modes undoubtedly are, they 
feem mild and reputable, in comparifoa 
with the only other means of managenaent 
that it has hitherto been found pradicable 
to adopt with fuccefs in any part of Indiar— 
tlie delegation of territorial authority to 
native Agents, and black Renters, who 

have 



ENGLISH INTERESTS IN INDIA. 267 

have no tie whatever of charader, per- 
manency, or fituation to reftrain them 
from the commiffion of outrages too atro- 
cious for any European imagination to 
fuggeft* What then remains but to per- 
form an a<a of equal policy andjuftice? 
To redeem the Engli£h name from the 
general imputation under which it labours^ 
of violating the rights and honour of our 
beft adherents, of coveting the pofleffioM 
of friend and foe*, and of a total incar- 
pacity, from fituation and conftant change 
of fyftem, to manage what we fo unjufti- 
fiably acquire? Difprove the allegation^ 
reftore the country and the fovercignty to 

* The hardfhips and humiliation which have been en- 
dured by the Nabob of Arcot, by the Rajah of Tanjore, 
by the Nabob of Bengal* and by the Mogul himfelf, 
yg/hWe under the protection of the £ng]i(h» a^rd the 
ftrongeft grounds for other Princes of India to dread an 
intimate connexion with us. At the fame time it muft be 
confeiTed* that many powerful arguments may be adduced 
for retaining the interior management of the Countries 
within our influence. 

its 
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its rightful owner the Nabob* ;-— eman- 
cipate the Rajah of Tanjore, and all other 
Rajahs, Princes, and Zemindars, belong- 
ing to your Coaft, from the vexatious inter- 
ference of the . civil, and fromi the rough 
afliimptions of the military* power ; — em- 
ploy the former in the proper duties of 
their ftation, In the bufmefs of office and 
inveftment ; and in purfuance of your fa- 
vourite fyftem of retrenchment, reduce 
their numbers to the proportional diminu- 
tion of demand for their fervices. Woul4 
they acquire fortune, let them afpire to it, 
not in the fpoils of diftrids, but in the pro- 
fecution of commercial operation : as for 
the latter, confine them to their garrifbns, 
ftations, and cantonments ; fufFer them not 
to be fcattered through the country, and 
remind them that their bufinefs is not ufury 
and exadion, but difcipline and war. la 

* This cannot be fuppofed to take place until the pe- 
iiod for which the Nabob's revenues were affigned to the 
Company be elapfed, and uniil the objedl of that afijgn^ 
aiejst be fulfilled. 

order 
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order that this falutary alteration may be 
attended with popularity and eiFed, their 
profeffional emoluments ought- to be fuf- 
ficient, without any aid from indircd 
acquirement., '^ 

• Should the Nabob, the Rajahs, or the 
Zemindars, take advantage of your, indul- 
gencies, and endeavour to withhold their 
ftipulated payments ; fhew them that lenity 
arid juftice are neither the offspring of 
indblence nor weaknefs : but, on the firft 
fymptoms of their perfiftance In fuch de- 
lays, march a body of troops to enforce 
your orders, make them pay the expences 
of the expedition, and teach them that you 
will not fuffer intentional mifcondudl to pafs 
unpuniflied. You have likewife td reftrain 
every clafs of Europeans, the merchant 

r 

only excepted, from mingUng with the 
Natives ; for when they are familiarifed with 
our pradlices, they ceafe to refped oilr 
Tirtues in the juft abhorrence of our crimes. 

Abore 
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A^ove aII, let it never be forgotten^ tli»t ifl 
the prefeat ftate of national depravity, 
svherever a latitude of power is lodged, 
whether in civil or military hands, the 
eye of juftice muft be more piercing, anij 
her fword more feverely pointed againft 
delinquency, before you can hope to re- 
ftrain the repetition of abufe. 

The jreftrtutton of the revenues ancj 
fovereignty to the Nabob, will np doubt 
be oppofed, on the former grounds of 
unwife and prodigal adipiniftration ; ^- 
furedly, however, this evil may be remedied. 
You will alfo recolIe<St, that the wafte 
and prodigality of the Durbar arofe from 
the rapacioufnefe of Europeans, who never 
ceafed to prey upon the Nabob ; but mif- 
ibrtune has fallen heavy on tbe hoary hqad 
of Mahomed Ally j the pidlure of Euro- 
pean treachery is drawn in colours too 
.ftrong to be efiaced from his remem- 
brwce* At suvy rate ]iet him be remove^ 

from 
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&iim ^^ Prefi4€ncy, the chief feat p£ 
intrigue. and cOTruption^ aud Europeans^ 
Jet him be re-eftablifhed in the ancient 
capital of his :GoYernment ; let that capit4 
•bjB reftored to Its former fplendor : he will 
liere be refcued from the ruinous inter- 
courfe of powerful and defigning advent 
turers,:and th^e country will rejoice that 
there is again a .rightful Sovereign^ 

But it will bp alked, How Ihall you rei- 
ilrain the Nabob's Government from the 
detail of iixdividual opprdEons, arbitrary 
^xadions, and frequent violations of the 
rights of property and perfons, incident. to 
call Afiatic iuftitutions ? To thefe let me 
♦anfwer, that the protedion of the country, 
and an adequate appropriation pf the reve?- 
ixues for the fupport of ypuif eftabliihment 
-remaining in your hands^ it becooaes you 
•to preferve a controlling authority fuflicient 
/to reftrain abufe. The annual amount of 
iuma due^ fervices to be performed^ ren^ 

to 
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to be paid to the Circar, and grofs prodxici 
of every village^ or Muganurtt on the Coaft^ 
liave been acpurately recorded for ages ii4 
the CutcherrieSj or public Courts^ of the 
diftrids. Should a Manager or Renter 
exa£t more than that ftipukted or wonted 
fum, refer to thefe records as* the commoia 
and ftatute law of the country, in all cafes 
of revenue : if the means of private ad mo* 
nition to the Durbar fhould fail, let your 
Board or Government be the tribunal 
before which the caufe is cognifable in the 
laft refort ; for it is prefumed that no infe- 
rior jurifdidion could give fentencc be*- 
tween the Nabob and his fubjeds. Should 
any fervant of the Circar attempt to feize 
the property, or reftrain the perfon of an 
inhabitant, let the injured party, if all 
inferior means of juftice fail, have ultimate 
recourfe to the fame fuperipr and control- 
ling'' power: let the rulers and the rukd 
feel, that under the fandion of an Engliih 
Government, the poor as well 4& the rich 

arc' 
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ate entitled to protedion. It will leave 
nothing to be added to the merits of your • 
Government, if you curb oppreflion, and 
caufe the pure ftreams of Englifli juftice to 
unite with Indian jurifprudence, and both 
to flow in the channels of facred, immemo- 
rial ufage. 

It muft be confefled, that the power to 
reflrain, implies alfo the power to commit 
abufe; and if fuch minifters of public 
vengeance as involved the Catnatic in the 
war with Hyder, were again * to conftitute 
the Government, it would be fruitlefs to 
fuggeft a thought of reformation. But this 
letter is addrefled to a Board diftinguifhed 
by rigorous and perfevering integrity : we 
all know, that your minds cannot be 
fwayed by any improper confideration ; and 
that the animofity of party, though it may 
diftrad, has not been able to prevent your 
earneft endeavours for the public welfare* 
It may farther be prefumed, that the atten- 
T tion 
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don of the nation is fo awake to the Hatd 
of India, that the fucceffion to the Govern- 
ment in the different Prefidencies will 
henceforth be cotnpofed of able and upright 
men } or dfe, that all expectation of pre- 
ferving thefe fettlements wilt for ever be 
relinq(uifhed. 

Another circumffance is particularly dc- 
ferving of confideration. It is a truth pal- 
pable to every mind at all acquainted with 
political oeconomy, that no country what- 
ever is more favourably fituated for the fup- 
port of public credit, and extenfive circula- 
tion, than India. The mafs of treafure has 
been fo wiidely diffufed, the avowed poffef- 
lion of private property is fo infecure, and 
the mode of pecuniary tranfadlions fo dif- 
advantageous, that any Government on 
whofe integrity and inability the natives durft 
rely, might form the greateft bank of depofit 
on the globe. To the influence derivable 
from fuch an inftitution, would be added 

the 
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ihe benefits of circulating bank or public 
fecurities in lieu of fpecie. Thofe benefits 
are proportioned to the extent of country 
in which fuch notes or fecurities can have 
currency, to the quantity that may be fafely 
iffued, and to the length of time that they 
may remain in circulation, as well as to 
the gain derivable from the intermediate 
application of money, when not needed 
in the bank. The profit on bills of ex*- 
change, difcounting bills, granting cafli 
accounts, and other operations of banking 
companies, are alfo confiderable. In all 
thefe particulars, India poflefles peculiar 
advantages : the range of circulation is 
more extenfive^ the probable period of the 
notes returning into bank more diftant, 
the rate of money higher, the tranfadions 
more numerous, and the profits on each 
tranfadion greater than in any other coun- 
try. Had fuch an eftablifliment of public 
fecurity exifted fix years ago, your Prefi- 
dency could not have fallen into the ftate 
T 2 of 
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of degradation which it has experienced ; nor 
would it have been opprefled with a mafs of 
paltry debts, whofe amount on their prefent 
footing may poffibly overthrow the Govem- 
tnent ; but which, with the aid of fuch a bank, 
could not for a moment have obftrufted the 
career of public fervice. In that event, Hy- 
der, fo far from ravaging your country, and 
menacing you within the walls of Madras, 
•would have been quickly driven from the 
^Carnatic and from his own dominions* 

Such an eftablifhment would attach all 
clafles by the ties of private benefit; it 
.would fubjeiS: to your ipflijence every 
j)rince in India, by enabling you to fupply 
his wants, or to fupport his adverfaries, 
according as his conduct merited your 
friendlhip or excited your refentment. If 
fimilar proceedings have exalted the Seets 
and other private Soucars throughout In- 
doftan, to a weight aod influence little fhort 
of princely power, what might we not 
I expert 
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expefl: from the operation of fuch a ma- 
chine, in the hands of a Government 
whofe wifdom, juftice, and ftability, fhould 
entitle it to public confidence*? - 

If we might venture to fuppofe that, 
thefe fuggeftions fhould ever grow into 
efFeft, we Ihould no longer have occafion 
to dread the courts of India meditating our 
expulfion ; for the adoption of a fyftem 
formed on thefe principles implies fuch 
vigour of interior management, fuch en- 
creafing opulence, fuch ftridnefs in the 
detail of expenditure, fuch refpedability of 
warlike preparation, and fo diredt a courfe 
of liberal policy towards all the country 
powers, as would either remove their en- 
mity, or elfe evince their incapacity to fuh-* 
vert a fabric built upon fo fure a bails, 

• No degree of energy and rcftitude in any individual 
Governor can poffibly produce the beneiits in queflion ; 
it is the energy and redlitude of long eflablifhed fyilem 
alone, from whence they can be derived. 

T 5 I have 
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I have now, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
laid before you the condition of your 
fouthern provinces, and the tenor of public 
proceedRigs fince you honoured me with 
that command. After having ftated fairly 
the embarraffments under which we la^ 
bbured, and the means employed to over- 
come them, I have dwelt with no lefs 
pleafure than acknowledgment on the ex- 
ertions of Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Irwin at 
the head of your fouthern revettues, of Mr. 
'Digby, Mr. Hippifley, and Mr. Orpin, in 
other departments of civil fervice ; I have 
repeated the fentiments of obligation due to 
Colonel Stuart, Colonel Forbes, and the 
other fenior oflScers of the array, for the 
ftrenuous fupport received from them. It 
has alfo been my particular endeavour to 
imprefs your minds with a ftrong and laftr- 
ing fenfe of the merits of your fouthern 
troops, and I fhall feel the highcft fatisfac- 
tion^ if my reprefentations fliall procure fo?» 

them 
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tliem any portion of your indulgence, due > 
by indifputable claims^ " 

With regard to the obfervations fiibfc- 
quent to the narrative of thofe proceedings 
in which the fouthern army was engaged, 
they refer to the caufes which occafioned 
the decline of our affairs upon the Coaft, 
and to the condudt that appears beft fuited * 
to prevent a repetition of fimilar difafters* 
Thefe confiderations, and the motives which 
have induced me to fubmit my opinion to 
your Honourable Board, will, I truft, in- 
cline you to receive them with indulgence^ 
as the welj-intended fuggeftions of one 
whofe zeal to promote the public fervice 
exceeds either his abilities or opportunities 
of informatioti oa this complicated and im- 
portant fubjeft. Few perfons however have 
enjoyed more favourable occafions of en- 
quiry into the local circumftances of thofe 
territpries ; I am confcious too, that my 
inind has neither been influenced by preju- 
T 4 dies 
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dice nor partiality. It only remains that 
I fhould apologize for the tedioufnefs of this 
addrefs, and repeat my warmeft acknow- 
ledgments for the very flattering marks of 
public confidence which you were pleafed 
to repofe in me, Moft cordially do I wifh, 
as the beft exprefEon of my gratitude, that 
the vigour, ability, and integrity of con- 
du£t by which your Prefident has been 
enabled to preferve the countries under 
your direction, may procure to you. the 
diftinguifhed honour of retrieving the Eng- 
lifh interefls in the E^ft, 

I fhall now take my leave of your Lord- 
fhip and the Board, and bid adieu to the 
fubje£t of India. 

I have the honour to be, ^c^ 



I 



APPENDIX. 



N° I. 

Daraporam, iftjune 1783. 
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

I Have the honour to inform your 
Lordfliip and the Board that the army 
encamped before this place on the thirtieth 
(afternoon), having made a march of 
twelve hours. We immediately inlpeSed 
the ground adjoining to the fort, and at 
three in the morning proceeded with fome 

Euro- 
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Europeans and two battalions of Sepoys to 
take pofleffion of a very ftrong poft on the 
weftern fide of the river, within three hun- 
jdred yards of the fort. The men were under 
cover before daylight ; we opened a fmaU 
mortar battery at eight in the morning, a 
three gun battery before three in the after- 
noon, and cffeded a breach about fix 
o'clock. Parties were fent round the fort 
and pettah to prevent the efcape of the 
enemy, who did not venture to ftand a 
ftorm, and the grenadiers entered at day, 
break this morning. 

We have fpared the life of every perfon 
in the place, and have turned out all the 
lower plafs of people ; but have thought it 
neceffary to detain fome of the principal 
inhabitants, in hopes of intelligence from 
them. It is a very extenfive place, and 
capable of much defence. I am happy to 
inform you, my Lord and Gentlemen, that 
there is a very confiderable magazine of 

graia 
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grain ia the fort and pettah^ whiclt might 
prove of effential confequence ia the ex- 
ecution of your orders, for ofienfive ope>* 
rations to the weftward. A very large 
army might be fubfifted in this neigh- 
bourhood for a campaign: there is alfo 
a large fiipply of powder and fliot ia 
the magazines here. I ihall have the 
honoui* to tranfmit a- particuliir ftatfe of the 
place, as foon as it can be prepared'; and 
fliall then take th? liberty of fubmitting to 
your confideration my ideas of the eminent 
advantages that vsrill refult from the profe- 
cution of your orders to the weftward, 
provided you fhall judge it expedient to 
fend fuch a reinforcement to this army as 
may enable us to fecure fome places of im- 
portance in the enemy's country, and at 
the fame time to meet his army in the 
^eld. Should you, my Lord and Gen- 
tlemen, determine in favour of this mea- 
fure, I may venture to aflert that the con- 
fequences will not be lefs beneficial than 
IP honour- 
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honourable : but in the prefent ftate of this 
force, I cannot prefume to promife any 
permanent advantage* . 

I have, ^Cm 

(Signed) W. FULLARTOR 

The Right Hon, Lord Macartney, 

and the Sele£l Committee, Fort St. George;, 
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Pandalamcourchy, 13th Aug. 1783. 
. MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

IN anfwer to your Letter of the eighth 
of July, I had the honour on the nine- 
teenth of July to inform your Lordfhip 
and the Honourable Board of my intention 
to proceed to Dindigul, in order to wait 
your farther commands in that place; and 
on the twenty-fifth and twenty-feventh of 
July the army marched in divifions from 
Tritchinopoly by the route of Touracour- 
chy; for there was not a fufficiency o£ 
water by the fhorter road of Manapar. 

At Touracourchy I received a public 
letter from Mr. Sulivan, containing a for- 
mal requifition that I fhould move the army 
into the Mellore diftri^as, and from thence 

proceed 
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proceed myfelf with the detachment to 
Shevigunga, in order to enforce the pay- 
ment of the tribute due in that country. 

Your Lordfhip and the Honourable 
Board, in your Letter of the eighth of 
July, were pleafed to give me a difcretion- 
ary power of proceeding either to Dindi- 
gul or to ariy other place that might tend 
moft effedtually to enable this army to carry 
offenfive operations into execution, in the 
eveat^'of Tippoo's rcfufmg to accede to the 
terms of accommodation that- have heea 
t)fFered to hinu In addition therefore to the 
weight of Mr. Sulivan's arguments on this 
pccafion, and to the refpedl at all times due 
to his opinion, I conceived it to be my duty 
to comply with the requifition in queftion^ 
as it did not interfere with any orders I had 
received, but on the contrary tended to 
promote every object of fervice that this 
^rmy <:ould have in view, 

Wc 



APPENDIX. 1^7 

We arrived at Mellore on the fecond of 
Auguft, and from thence proceeded to 
Shevigunga with an efcort, whither two 
battalions w6re previoufly detached. On 
their approach, the Rajah and his Mini- 
fters fled to the woods of Callacoil, and 
could not be prevailed upon to return; 
but in the courfe of four days I was lucky 
enough, in Mr. Sulivan's name, and with 
his fandion, to bring them into an arrange- 
ment ; of which Mr. Sulivan will commu- 
nicate the particulars to your Lordftiip and 
the Board, and which I hope will meet 
with your approbation. 

At Shevigunga I received a public Let- 
ter from Mr. Irwin, urging the movement 
of the a^rmy into the Tinivelly country, 
in order to reprefs the infolence of the Po- 
iygars, and affuring me that by this move-- 
ment he would be enabled to colle<St a very 
confiderable fum for the urgent neceffity of 
the troops : about the fame time I was 

informed 



aSft APPENDIX. 

' informed that the military ftores preparing 
at Tanjore, and the detachment unddr 
Colonel Stuart, could not reach Dindigul 
fooner than the twenty-fifth of Auguft. I 
therefore, with the advice of Mr. Sulivan, 
determined > to comply with Mr. Irwin's 
requifition, and to employ the interval in 
procuring fuch fupplies for the army as 
might enable me to carry into execution 
any orders you may be pleafed to give me. 

I withdrew the troops from Shevigunga 
on the eighteenth, and joined the army at 
Trepatchetty. A battalion was left in Mel- 
lore, for the purpofe of coUedion, and 
the remaining force marched by Pallamcrry 
and Naiglapour to Pandalamcourchy, where 
we arrived yefterday at two o'clock P. M. 
after marching eighty miles in four days*. 
The quicknefs of thefe marches had not 
given Catabomanaig time to return from 

• The detachment from Shevigunga marched above one 
hundred miles in four days. 

the 
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the fiege of Chocumpetty ; but we found 
in his fort about two thoufand armed 
men, who fhut their gates, and manned 
their walls againft us, I therefore refolved 
to attack them immediately; for Catabo- 
manaig was very foon expefted himfelf, 
with eight thoufand men. We opened a 
four gun battefy at four o'clock P. M. 
breached before feveri, and, after a fevere 
conteft, took pofleflion during the night. 
Notwithftanding the precautions that were 
' taken, and the corps that we had ftationed on 
the different faces of the fort, the troops were 
fo fatigued that many of the enemy efFefted 
their efcape. We have found about fourteen 
guns and a quantity of powder in the place, 
as well as fome money, grain^ and bullock?. 
The, military ftores fhall be appropriated to 
the public fervice, and the other articles 
diftiibuted to the troops, or deftroyed. 

During the fhort time we have to remain 
in this province, I ihall ufe every effort to 
execute fuch objects of fervice as Mr. Irwin 

U fhall 
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fhall point out j for by doing fa I have nd 
dbiibt that the arrangements of the country 
will very fopn be completed by his zeal 
ind abilities, and that the army, which is 
already largely indebted to his exertions^ 
will be amply fupplied with money and 
means of conveyance, and enabled to reach 
Dindigul, as fooa as the military ftores a6 
Tanjore arid the detachment xinder Co-a 
lonel Stuart^ eaa arrive at that places 

i have tio\v, my tiOfd and Gentlemen^ 
laid before you the proceedings in which 
the army has been engaged fince I had the 
honour of addrefling you laft. It will 
afford me the moft fmcere fatisfaftion, if in 
thefe particulars my condtidt ftiall merit 
your approbation, and in any degree tend ta 
give effe£t to your intentions refpedling the 
future operations of the fouthern troops. 

i have, "i^ci 

(Signed) W. FULLARTON^ 

To the Right Hon. the Gpvernor and Prcfident^ 
and the Sele(^ Committee, Fort St. George.' 
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Cainp at Sfi^vigerry> 3d Sept. 1783* 
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

IHad the honour on the thirteenth of 
Auguft to inform your Lordfhip and 
the Honourable Boardj of the motives that 
induced me to move the army irom Trit- 
chinopoly to Pandalamcourchy, . and of the 
reduftion of that place; Since that time I 
tiave been conftantly employed in ufmg 
every effort in my power to bring the Po- 
lygars into proper terms of arrangement fot 
their arrears, fo aS to enable Mn Irwin to 
fettle the affairs of this province to the 
advantage of the Company^ and to fupply 
the army with a fufficient fum for its 
intended operations* Ad the I'olygars re- 
tnained extremely dilatory^ notwithflanding 
the redudion of Pandalamcourchy, it was 
found neceffary to march to this place, 
U 2 where 
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where the Shevigerry-chief was joined by 
Catabomapaig and two other Polygars, and 
had all together not lefs than fix thoufand 
people. On the approach of the army they 
retired from the town of Shevigerry to the 
Comby; a ftrong hold in the mountains, 
which never had been attacked, and which 
they conceived to be impregnable, 

Mr. Irwin concurred with me in think- 
ing ttat a feafonable accommodation would 
be. more for the Company's intereft than 
to reduce the place by ftorm. On this 
pjinciple I remained four days in fruidefs 
negotiation with thefe refradlory Polygars, 
and even Aibmitted to truft myfelf alone 
among them, in hopes of bringing their 
bufinefs to an amicable teniiination. But 
finding all my efforts inefFedual, I was 
under the neceflity of ufing force. 

The Comby is fituated in the recefs of an 
amphitheatre of very high rocks and moun- 
tains. 
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tains, and de;fended in front by a very 
ftrong work, mounting eiight guns, and 
covered by four miles of thick jungle, in- 
terfecled with barriers and ravines; the 
whole being inclofed from the country with 
a high embankment. 

The attack commenced yefterday morn- 
ing at feven o'clock. We were fo fortu- 
nate as to carry the bank, which the 
enemy had lined with many thoufand men, 
and to drive them into the woods : we 
then proceeded to cut a road through the 
jungle, and efFeded this fervice in feven 
hours, under a continual fire of mulketry 
and repeated fallies of the enemy, who 
were feldom farther from our front than 
thirty or forty yards, and feveral times 
ruflied upon oyr.pieople with thpir pikes, 
but were as often repulfed. As foon 
as we had forced our way to the foot 
of the high mountain that commands the 
Comby to the fouthward, we advanced to 
U 3 gain 
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gain the fummit, and by fix o'clock wo 
had driven the enemy from their pofts 
upon the eminence ; and from thence we 
kept up fuch a fire upon the Comby that 
they were forced to abandon the place, and 
to retreat through rocks and thickets, 
where it was impoflible for us to purfue 
them with any efFe<9: : we have found eight 
guns, three elephants, aad a large quan- 
tity of grain, I cannot fay too much in 
commendation of the officers and men in 
this bufinefs ; and am happy to add, that 
if we confider the ftrength of the place, 
pur lofs is extremely inconfiderable, as will 
appear from the enclofed copy of the 
killed and wounded, 

I am in hopes, my Lord and Gentlemen, 
that this.fuccefs will bring all the Poly-f 
gars into an immediate arrangement with 
Mr. Irwin ; for the letter of the eighth 
of Auguft which I have jufl received from 
your Lordfhip and the Honourable Board, 

and 
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and the approach of the detachment under 
Colonel Elphinflion towards Tritchinopoly, 
renders it impoflible for me to think of 
Remaining any longer in this quarter; 
and I fball in confequence move the army 
immediately to pindigul, in order to carry 
forward thofe important operations which 
you have been pleafed to dired me to pur- 
sue from thence^ 

I fhall think myfelf particularly fortu- 
pate if my movement to the Tinivelly 
country, and the operations that have taken 
place fince my arrival, ihall be honoured 
with your approbation, and tend to giv.e 
^efFedt to yo«r cxpe£tation fjrom the South- 
jyard. 

I have, Sffr. 
(Signed) W. FULLARTON. 

To the Right Hon. the Governor and Prefident, 
jmd the Selcdt Committee, Fort St. George. 

y4 
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Fort of Palagatchcrry, 15th Nov. 1783. 
MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

I Had the honour on the eighteenth of 
Odober to inform yoyr Lordfhip and 
the Honourable Board, that I had received 
official information from Tellicherry of a 
breach of faith, and a recommencement of 
hoftility on the part of Tippoo Saib, againft 
Mangalore. The critical fituation of that 
important place, and the tenor of my in- 
ftrudions, induced me to move towards 
Palagatchcrry, in order to reduce a fort of 
fuch eflential confequence to the Englifh 
interefts in India, and at the fame time to 
produce, if poffible, a diverfion in favour 
of Mangalore. 

After various difficulties in cutting our 
way near twenty miles through the forefl 

of 
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x>{ Annamally (a jungle till then confidered 
as impenetrable for an army), the advance 
of the line reached this place on the fecond 
of November ; but the badnefs of the 
roads and inceflant rains prevented the rear 
of the army with the battering guns from 
arriving till the ninth. I found the fort 
covered by a refpe£table glacis with a good 
covert way, a very broad and deep ditch 
completely reveted, a large berme, and a 
very ftrong commanding rampart. The 
figure of this fore is nearly quadrangular^ 
the dimenfi'ons of its faces are 528 feet by 
432 ; each angle is defended by a capacious 
round baftion with feven or nine embra- 
fures, and a baftion of a fimilar conftruc- 
tion on the .centre of each curtain ; it has 
only one entrance, paffing through three 
gateways, mounts twenty-nine guns on the 
works, and contained a garrifon of near 
four thoufand men, " 



o^ 
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On the thirtecath, we opened two bats 
terie$ of fix heavy guns each, one on the 
eaft and the other on the north face ;— -the 
enemy's fir^ was foon filenced, and their 
defences deftroyed* At night, Captain 
Maitland, with a p^t of the four flank 
battalions under his command, took advan- 
tage of a heavy rain to drive the beiiege4 
from the covert way. Jle was fo forr 

' tunatc as to fucceed, and purfued them 
within the firft and as far as the fecond gate^ 
way ; there he was flopped j but maiur 
taincd his ground with great fpirit and abi^ 
Kty, until an addition of troops arrived^ 
The enemy wasfp much alarmed with thi§ 
mode of attack, that they called out for 
quarter, and put us in poflefEon of a fort 
capable of making a long and defperate 

refiftance. 

We have found 50,000 pagodas In the 
place, befides a confiderable flock of grain, 
powder, (hot, and military ftores; returns 

of 
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©f thefe articles, together with an accur 
fate plan of the fort, and of the attack^ 
Ihall be tranfmitted as foon as they cau 
poffibly be prepared ; in the mean while a 
feflipn of the north face is enclofed. Our 
lofs on the occafion was* extremely incon- 
fiderable, as you will perceive by the an-r 
liexed return of killed and wounded. 

I have been minute, my Lord and 
Gentlemen, in the defcription of this place, 
becaufe its confequence and local fituation 
are not accurately known to Europeans* 
The pofleffion of it commands a fertile and 
lextenfive diftria, the adjacent forefts aboimd 
with the fineft teek timber in India, and 
the river of Paniani is at hand to float it to 
the Malabar fea. The pofition of this 
place equally menaces the poffeflions of 
Tippoo on the weftern coaft and towards 
Myfore, by the route of Coimbatour and 
Gudgereddy. The movements of this 
army, almoft without money, conveyance, 

or 
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Or fubfiftence, except what we procured on 
our progrefs, afFord fufEcient proof that 
magazines of grain eftablifhed here would 
enable armies to march with confidence and 
fecurity from the coaft of Coromandel to 
that of Malabar, and thus bring the mili- 
tary refources of Madras and Bombay into 
one point of union and effed, 

I have fet the Killidar and the garrifon 
at liberty, with their fide arms ^nd private 
baggage, and am ufing every effort to put 
the place into the beft ftate of defence, as 
well as to prepare every departrrient of the 
army for more important operations ; as I 
am very lately informed by Brigadier Ge^ 
neral Macleod, that Tippoo Saib is ftill 
blockading Mangalore, and is determined 
if poffible to reduce it. This has induced 
the Prefidency of Bombay to give orders 
that General Macleod fhall ufe every effort 
to fave that important fortrefs. I have 
the honour to forward a letter from Ge^? 

neral 
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heral Macleod to the Right Honourable 
the Prefident on this fubjedl. 

The Rajah of Calicut, or reprefentative 
of the ancient Zamorins, is now with me, 
and we receive much afliftance from the Bra- 
mins and other inhabitants of this country, 
on whom I beftow every mark of favour 
and protection, in order as much as in my 
power to preferve the Englifli name from 
the ftain too often incurred by violence and 
oppreffion : I have likewife received the 
ftrongeft aflurance of friendfhip and fupport 
from the different Rajahs on the Malabar 
coaft, I have written to Sir Edward 
Hughes, to Brigadier General Macleod, 
and to the Chief of Tellicherry, foliciting 
moft earneftly a fupply of battering guns, 
powder, {hot, and other military ftores, 
which could eafily be fent to me by the 
route of Calicut. Should thefe requifitions 
be complied with^ and the war with Tip- 
poo 
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poo be continued, I have little doubt bf 
being able to march to Seringapatam in 
hopes of deciding this deftrudive conteft at 
the gates of his capital. But fhould your 
Lordfiiip and the Honourable Board de«- 
cide on meafures of immediate pacification^ 
and wifh to preferve poffeffion of the coun- 
try between this place and Tritchinopoly^ 
It is eafily within my power to fulfil thefe 
tiews, by falling back to Coimbatour and 
Erode ; for thefe placeSj in addition to the 
country already reduced, would add a re- 
venue of yoOjOOoL per annum, and extend 
the Englifh territory almoft entirely acrofs 
the peiilnfula^ 

' The very preffing neceffities of the offi- 
cers and troops have obliged me to take 
Upon myfelf to order a diftribution of the 
lijioney found in the fort, which I am aware 
is a meafure that may poflibly involve me 
in perfonal inconvenience; but which I 
prefume no perfon will venture to attribute 

to 
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to any private confideration, tvhfeh it is 
explained that I have not^ on my own ac- 
count^ received nor ftated any charge to the 
public finee my arrival in India; but am 
applying to the exigencies of the fervice 
fevery fra<3;ian I can either borrow or pro- 
ture< 

I have already informedyourLordfhip and 
the Honourable Board of the very fpirited 
tondud by which Captain Maitland of the 
feventy-eighth regiment accelerated the fall 
of the place* The exertions of Lieutenant 
Colonel Kelly^ during the courfe of the at- 
tack, claim my warmeft thanks* Lieute- 
nant Colofael Elphinftone was field-officef 
of the trenches on the night 6f the thir- 
teenth, and condudted the operations in a 
manner worthy of his long fervice and high 
military charader. It would be difficult 
for me to do juftice to the merits of Colp- 
tiel Stuart and Colonel Forbes, on this- and 
every other occafion, 

9 Cap* 
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Captain Byres the chief engineer is en^ 
titled to my beft thanks for his labours and 
ability, 

I have, ttfr. 
(Signed) W» FULLARTDN. 



To the Right Hon. the'Prefident and Governor, 
and Seled Committee, Fort St. George. 
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Camp at Dindigul, April 26th, 1784. 

MY LORD, AND GENTLEMEN, 

"1 N obedience to yotir ordierB of the fi£- 
-*^ teenth of April, T have confidered with 
the utmoft attention the important objedls 
held forth by your Lordfhip and the 
Board ; and Ibeg leave to aflure you of my 
beft efforts to fuggeft and to* promote fuch 
meafures and arrangements as may tend 
mod effe£tually to eftablifli a permanent 
fyftem of protection and defence through- 
out the fdiithern countries, to reduce as 
much as may be pradicable the military 
expeiic^s of the fouthern eftablifhment, and 
to enable the army to aflemble and to move 
with effect oti any emergency. Thefe I 
conceive to be the effential points on which 
X you 
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you dircd me to lay my fentiments before 
you. 

With refpeft to the allotment of troops 
for the different garrifons to the fouthward, 
I prefume that t\y:o complete battalions in 
Tanjore, and one in each of the forts of 
Tritchinopoly, Madura, Palamcottah, Ram- 
nad, and Kalicoil, including Tripatore, 
will be fufficient for the ordinary duties of 
the place. 

It is not In my power at prefent to con-*- 
fvilt with Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Irwin on the. 
proportion of troops that they may judge 
neceflary for the coUedion of revenue in 
the different diftriifts.; Lmufl therefore beg 
• leave to refer in this pairticular to the ogi-. 
nions which, they, may tranfmit to. youc. 
Lordfhip and the B(?Ard^ Should Mr, Suli- 
van ftate that the four or five battalions, of 
Tanjore Seb|)endies^ are adequate to the, 
purpofe of colledk)!^ in that country.; and 

fhould 
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fiibuld Mr. Irwin be fatisfied with two bat- 
talions for the current tranfadtions of the 
provinces under his management ; it will 
iiext remain to be confidered what Sepoy 
force in cantonment will enfure the fafety 
4nd defence of thefe extenfive territories* 
It muft: not be fotgotten that the countries 
of Tritchinopoly, Miadura^ Tinivelly^ and 
Marawa, contain atove one hundred thou-* 
fand Colleries arid Polygars in arms, natu-» 
rally brave, and habitually impatient of all 
regular government. 

The Englifh poffeflions and refources to 
the fouthward have been fo recently en- 
dangered and impaired by the rebellious 
ipirit of thefe favages, that I fhall never 
prefume to b6 refponfible for the efficacy of 
any arrangement of defence, until the moft 
refradlory of them are difarmed, their 
woods and ftrong holds laid open, and their 
forts occupied on the very firft appearance 
of difobedience, or difrefpe^t to the Circar. 
X 2 In 
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In conjundtion with this primary mea- 
fure of fecurity, I have no doubt that fix 
battalions of Sepoys, cantoned with an ef- 
ficient force of Europeans near Tritchino- 
poly, and ready to be detached as occafion 
might require, would fulfil every public 
purpofe that could occur within the pro- 
vinces. Here I mufl: obferve, that many 
eminent advantages will arife to the fervice 
from this propofed mode of anfwering all 
requifitions for troops by detachments 
from the cantonments, inftead of appointing 
battalions to permanent ftations, which im- 
pairs their difcipline, and is produdive of 
various inconveniencies. 

Confidering the public interefts no farther 
than as internal and defenfive arrangements 
are in queftion, it will appear to your 
Lordftiip and the Board by this ilatement, 
together with the enclofed return of regular 
and irregular corps ferving fouth of the 
Coleroon, that four battalions, including the 

detach** 
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detachments of the twelfth and eighteenth, 
can be withdrawn from hence, and that a 
body of MoguUeys, Independents, Irregu- 
lars, and troops belonging to His High- 
nefs the Nabob, amounting to ten thoufand 
men, may be immediately reduced: fuch 
horfes of the MoguUeys as are fit for duty 
might be purchafed for the regular cavalry, 
and the horfemen, who are in general men 
of high cafts and long fervice, may be pro- 
vided for in fuch manner as may feem heft 
to your Lordfliip and the Board. 

A proportion of the Independents, Ir- 
regulars, and Nabob's troops, might be en- 
lifted, or draughted into the regular batta- 
lions, and their black oflBcers permitted to 
remain as fupernumeraries on the ftrength 
of thefe corps. Thus the hardfhips that 
would befal the individuals by redudion 
may be obviated, and the regular battalions 
wh;ch have fuffered fo fcverely during the 
X 3 late 
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late contcft may be efFedually recniitedi 
even to the prefent war eftabUfhment of one 
thoufand men for each battalion : fropi this 
reduction alone, exclufive of the retrench-? 
ment of all field-allowances, an expendi-? 
ture of more than twenty-five or thirty 
thoufand pagodas per moi^th may be iavec^ 
to the Company. 

Were thefe arrangements to take place, 
a rigid fyftem of difcipline to be maintsuneci 
among the troops, the decayed parts of the 
principal forts to be repaired, and particu- 
larly a conflant and fcrupulous attention to 
be paid to the ftate of grain, (lores, ordnance^ 
and ammunition in the different garrifons, 
I fhould prefume that little would feem 
wanting to the.well-beihg of the provinces^ 
as far as the military are concerned, provided 
a fufficient fund was appropriated to the 
fpeedy difcharge of the large arrears fo long 
(lue to the troops, who have fought pa-? 

tiently 
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ttefttlj^ and bravely linder am accumulation 
of difficulties. I muft farther beg leave to 
i^bferve, that in my opinion nothing (hort of 
fnch a jpitiV^ifioh can fecUre to uS the confi- 
dfeilfc« bf iht Sepoysj on whofe adherence 
ahd attdctiment out permanency in this 
totlntfy rtiiift ultimdtely depend* 

Your Lordfhip and the Board are fo 
fully imprefled with the neceffity of dedi- 
cating the moments of peace to the purpbfes 
of preparation, in order to guard againft the 
uncertaidty of future events, that I cannot 
fblfil the duty you have impofed upon me 
without fomc obfervations on the mode by 
which the fouthern troops may be enabled to 
aflemble and to move as an army, whenever 
a renewal of hoftility fhall render that mea- 
fure neceflary. 

If it fliould appeat to your Lordfhip and 

the Boai'd, as it does to me, that there is 

not any place on the coaft of Coromandel 

X 4 from 
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from whence an army could commence 
its operations with .more advantage againft 
the Myforeans, or indeed againft the 
French at Pondicherry, than jfrom Tritchi- 
nopoly, that garrifon will naturally become 
the repofitory of all the field and battering 
train, ammunition, and (lores of every de- 
nomination, neceflary to equip an army for 
the field : and, for the fame reafon, as well 
as for the convenience of the troops to be 
cantoned in its vicinity, a very ample ma- 
gazine of grain and other provifions fhould 
be formed there ; but the determination of 
the Renter to counterad any meafure of 
this nature will require the moft pofitive 
orders from your Lordfhip ar^d the Board 
tp give it efFedt, 

In order that the troops in cantonment 
may at all times be ready to move, I con- 
ceive that every Captain commanding a bat- 
talion fliould be direded to entertain, at 
the ufual allowances, a nutnbe.r of draught 

. and 
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and carriage bullocks, complete with ma* 
ilries, drivers, gunney-bags, nofc-ropes and 
faddles, agreeably to the proportions fped- 
fied in the regulations for the conveyance 
of the brigade of guns, and their tumbrilsy 
the tents, (lores, and ammunition belong- 
ing to his corps j fome gun and tent LaC- 
cars and artificers ought alfo to be attached 
to the battalions ; and a fum might be al- 
lowed to the officers for furnifhing and 
repairing their own tents, which would 
greatly relieve the embarraflments of public 
conveyance in the army : but fhould any 
officer ever abiife thefe indulgencies, a 
court martial and difmiffion from the fer- 
vice would foon remedy the evih A corps 
of artillery, complete in Europeans, Gu- 
landars, and Lafcars, under the fenior officer 
of artillery to the fouthward, and a propor- 
tion of draught and carriage bullocks for 
the field and battering train, artificers be- 
longing to the Commiflary of Stores de- 
partment, Dooly Coolies, and public fol- 
lowers 
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lowers of all defcriptions, fufficicntto equip 
the army, according to the ftrength you 
intend it to confift of, fliould conftantly ht 
complete in the cantonments : and as well 
as the bullocks thus propofed to be main- 
tained upon the peace eftablifhi&ent, theft 
followers may be occafionally employed in 
the carriage of grain and other bufinefs of 
the Circar, on requifition from the fcnior 
civil fervant of the ftation, taking care al* 
ways that the bullocks fhall be attended by 
a guard of the corps to which they are 
attached. I alfo conceive, that a corps of 
pioneers, under the chief engineer, is ex- 
tremely neceflary to remain upon the efta* 
bliihment. 

The expence attending cavalry, and the 
difficulty of procuring an efficient body 
rf them, almoft preclude me from any 
obfervations on that fubjeft; but if it 
be your intention to complete that effential 
conftituent of an army, I Ihall be happy 

to 
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to have your inftrujaioiM to prpourg feerfes 
from Myfprp and other plaqeis j and at al} 
events I flatter myfelf th^t you wijl judg« 
it expedient to encyeafe, ^nd to form intQ 
one regiment, the three troops of regular 
J^orfe now ferviiig to the foutbward. 

Should thefe arrangements take pUce^ 
implying a redudion of ten thoufand men^ 
and a removal of four regular battalions 
from hencet it would be neqefTary, on the 
renewal of hoftility, to reinforce this fide of 
the Coleroon with a force equal to that now 
fuppofed to be withdrawn, and to order an 
additional body of trpops to be raifed foir 
the purpofe of country duty and Qolledlion ;, 
Qtherwife it; would be impoffible tp render 
the fouthern army at all equal to its prefent 
ftrength : but in thk events k will prove of 
eminent utility to raife regular corpR in pre- 
ference to the rabble of Peons, Indepen- 
dents, Eynaute, and other idlers, who* infeft 
the country, difguft the Sepoys^ and im- 
pede the recruiting of the battalions. 

With 
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With thefe precautions, my Lord and 
Gentlemen, I cannot think that any Indian 
enemy could ever gain fuch advantages over 
us as have, on a late occafion, endangered 
the exiftence of the Englifh in the Eaft ; 
for it is evinced by fevere experience, that a 
number of troops alone is of little avail, 
unlefs the means, conveyance, and depart- 
ments that conftitute the eflentials of an 
army, are maintained on fuch a footing of 
cScCt as your Lordfhip and the Board feem 
determined to eflablifh.. 

I fend this Letter to Mr. Sulivan, that he 
may forv^ard it w^ith his remarks and emen- 
dations. I fhall only farther entreat your 
indulgence for the tedioufnefs of this detaiL 

I have, t^c. 

(SigBcd) W. FULLARTON. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Macartney, K. B. 
Governor, Prefident, and Seled Committee, 
Fort St. George. 
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ji particular Account of the Tanjore Country^ 
and of its Produce. 

THE Yacojee Rajah was the firft man 
who took pofleffion of the fort and 
c6untry of Tanjore from a Gentoo king ; 
this event happened on the 7th day of Fe- 
bruary 1675, dated, in Gentoo, Rauchina 
Nama Sum vacharum, Magah Sudda Sep- 
tihee. It appears, from the books which 
are kept in the palace, that there were 
5753 villages, which faid villages were 
divided into the five following fubahs or 
diftrids; vi^. 

Subah Trivady, 

Subah Combeconum, 

Subah Mayaveram, 

Subah 
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Subah Munnargoody, 

Subah Pattacotah and Valumputt 

The country produced, in 
the year 1675, under the Yaco- 
jee Rajah, Paddy CuUums 32,056,000 

Yacojee*s eldefffoil' Shaha- 
jee fucceeded to* tlie govern*-^ 
ment ; and the country yielded 
*inually, during^ a reigtif 6i _ 
thirty^fik years, Paddy Cdlums' 3^,050,000 

Shahajee was fucceeded by 
fiis brother Sharabajee, who 
Held the goviemmcnt eighteen 
years; the country produced 
annuaHy -^ — ' 24,000,000^ 

Tbis^ deficifency in the revenue 
wa« attributed tb the careleff- 
nefs of hid manager. 

Tuccojee fucceeded his bro- 
ther Sharabajee, and reigned 
fix years ; the produce of the 
country was annually 24,000,000 

3 
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Tuccajee was. fucceeded by 
his fon Baba Saib, who lived 
one year ; the lands produced, 
Paddy CuUums. ■ 2o,ooo,ooa 

At his deceafe, his wife Sur- 
j ana. took charge of the go- 
vernment for- two years; and 
the produce was, per annum^ 20,ooo,oo0' 

At her death the fon of 
Sharabajee (called Colerajah) 
fucceedecf to the governmoit 
for one year ; the produce was 20^000,000 

And Colerajah's fucceflbr 
was Pretab Sing, ypungeft fon 
of the deceafed Tuccojee; he 
epjoyi^d the, government twen- 
ty-four years and a half; his 
four managers were Annajee 
Shanjogee, Ragupaty a Yan- 
gare, Manajee and theDobeer; 
under thefe four managers the 
country produced every year 17,000,000 
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Pretab Sing's eldeft fon TnU 
jajee Maharajah fucceeded to 
thethrone; he employed the un- 
dermentioned managers; vis^. 
Manojee Huflain Cawn, Sure- - 
row Balajee Sinda, Dobeer Gi-* 
ligiliaha, Bachanna Hircar 
Rangia; the country produced^ 
under thefe managers, every 
year, Paddy CuUums •— 15,000,60c? 

Some time after this^ the Nai- 
bob took pofleiEon of the coun- 
try and fort of Tanjore ; he ap- 
pointed the Dobeer to be the 
fole manager, under whofe 
management the country prd^ 
duced — 17,060,000 

As foon as the Rajah was 
reftored to his fort and country 
he appointed Bachana Saula 
Vencataputty Tondamanapa, 
Annabochy Naick, Gillanapa, 
Hircar Rangia; under thefe 
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managers the country annually 

yielded * -— — 15,000,000 

The two laft years, I believe, 

it has fallen as low as 

13,000,000. 

N. B. The foregoing account was received 
from an old man, who was a writer under 
the Dubeer and Manojec in the time of 
Pretab Sing, father to the prefent Rajah of 
Tanjore. It is given literally from the 
Mahratta Tranflation, 



Jtn 
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An Account of the Tanjore Revenues^ ex-- 
traSled from the Circar Books in the three 
lajl Years of the Rajah's Fathers Reign ; 
viz. 

In the year 1759 — 32 lack of Chucknims. 

1760 — 33 D^ 

1761 — 37 D^ 
In the two firft years 

of the prefent Ra- 
jah's adminiftration, 
in the year 1762 — 28 D" 

1763 — 33 ^° 

1 77 1, being the year of the firft 

fiege of Tanjore, 344. lack of Chucknims. 
During the Nabob's 
government in the 
year . i773 — 33x D' , 

1774 — 52 D" 

1775, being the year of the Ra- 
jah's reftoration, the Nabob received, during 

the 
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the time the country was poflefled by him, 

20 lack of Chuckrums. 
The Rajah received, 
in the remainder of 
that year, 10 D* 

Loft by a change of 
government 10 D* 

Iq the year 1776 — 26 D"" 

J777 — 24 ^* 



THE END. 
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ERRATA. 

9. for againft read to. 

9. y^r renovation r^^^ reform ation. 

3 . for feries r#/sr^ Tyttem. 
iz.for by their ufage readhy tbeir ill ufage. 
ig, /or yet conceived r^^^/ conceived yet. 

4, JViu/^ ; after bufincfs aJd of the fervice» 
9. ^''^ feveral add hundred. 

/» /it«^ P/fl/f 0/ the Order of Battle, for C. Ebert read 
C. Everett. 
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